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dommisBion of pardon, noi by any gpeoial decree of Ood but

becauEO of the moral bar and hindrance it oppoaea to it.

Our I^ord forgave the denial of Peter, He pardoned Mary

Magdalen her innumerable ains, He absolved the thief on the

Croaa, He would have forgiven Judaa hia treason were he

truly penitent; and so his pardoning power in Penance for-

gives the greatest and the moat heinoua oifencea when acsom-

panied by true repentance. It ia like
*"*^^§®^*^"^^^J}i^Jl

omnipotent to forgive and to cleonae uXIrmm^lU^Qf^^^^
(

Penance forgives the ainnor not once or twice out aft

often as he comes to it with worthy dispositions. It is a

fountain always open, inexhaustible and accessible and

always potent to heal our apiritual maladiea no matter how

often we may contract them. It is not like the well of Pro-

batioa whoae waters healed but one at a time out of the aad

multitude of invalids that lay languiahing on ita brink. The

blessed waters of penance heal again and again the patient

who is eager for his spiritual cure. Herein we behold another

merciful provision for the salvation of sinners. The rebel-

lious angels sinned but once and for them there was no

Kedeemer, for them there was no sacrament of pardon, they

fell once and tiiey remain for ever fallen. And during the

thousands of years that have rolled by since their overwhelm-

ing fall they have never harboured a good thought or done a

good work, and so it will be evermore during the endleaa

eternity that lies before them and before us all. The deadly

poison of their sin at once penetrated their whole being and

began to live and work there as it shall eontinue to live and

work there forever.

How differently has God dealt with us ! He came dowijjp.

Himself from heaven to pardon and to save ua, and He

established the sacrament of his pardoning love to forgive us

not alone "seven times, but till seventy tiioaeB seven times.**^—^

As ofton as men sin, so often they may return, and the par-

doniiag power forgives always as for, the first time with a

divme and perfect absolution. Our Divine Lord makes no
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