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lettors from and to sottlors, dociimonts in j)rivat-o hands pertaining to

jiuMic and social affairs, etc., reports of local events and hist( no

incidents in the family or i)uhlic life; the rescuin*:; from ol)li\'ion of

the memory of the pioneer settles, the obtaining; and i)reserviiii;

narratives of their early exploits, and of the j)an they took in openini;

np the countn,' for occupation; and the bureau coojierates with the

historical societies of Ontario and societies kindred to tlu'in, helpii'f^

to consolidate and classify their work, and as far as practicabl" to

din-ct local effort on j^iven Unes.

Within this scoj)e the following j)lan of work has been ado])ted: To

divide the histoiy of Ontario until the con f(>dera lion of the rfovinc<'s

in 1S()7 into its political jx'riods. arrnn^iiij; the material secured in

chronoltijjical order, and s;ivin,n each jieriod a series of ri-jxu'ts. 'I'hus

the work has been carried on iti all the divisions simultaneously, uiid

when sufhcient. material has accumuhited in any one of them, it has

been utilized by the jiublieation of documents wMhout undue delay.

From confederation onward, the larjjer quantity of material to be

dealt with, and the probable absence of sweeping conatiiutional

changes to mark eras, suggested a chronological rather than a political

basis of division. The jjcnods are:

1. To tho close of the J'rencii regime, or tho period of r'rench dis-

coven,', 17G3.

2. To the organization of the Province of Upper Canada, 17'.U.

3. To the legislative union of Upper and Lower Canada, 1S41.

4. To co!ifederation, ISfiT.

5. To the end of the ninetconth century, 1900.

In each of these divisions there is much work to do. Each has its

own disthictive f<'atures, and there i^, abundance of minor incident.

Material of special int<'rest to Ontario bearing on the French regime

is contauied in the "Correspondance G6n6rale,'' in the papers of the

"Collection do Moreau St. M6rv," which have been transcribed from

the Paris archives for the Canadian archives, most of which has never

been j)ublLshed in jirinted form. There is also valuable Ontario

material in the "Ilaidimand Collection of papers," the "Bouquet

Papers," and the Colonial Oflice records bearmg on this jx-riod. It is

int(Mid<'d to collect and juiblish these papers, accompanied l)yanad<'-

quate tmnslation. when not writte.i in Fnglish, and adding extiacls

in chronological order from the jtublications of Perrot, La Potherie,

La llar])e, Charlevoix. !>< Kalm, the Jesuit Jtelatious, pajieis by

Margr^', and a j)orlioii of the " .\I<5moire pour Messire Francnis Bigot,"

which contains what seems to be an excellent summary of tlie com-

merce and ('ondition of all the western trading posts at the time of

the con(|uesl. Other sources of in.ilerial for publication have also

been considered ii omiectiou witli this early i>eriot^


