
BURDEN BEARING.

Text: "For r.uh iiiiiti shall biar his <'Uit Ijiirtl'.n." ((iiil. vi. .'i).

Cast lliy iMirtlin upon llic I.nril, .ind lie shall sustain tluc-." ttc, ( I's

Iv. T^). Ikar >e one anotiicr's hurdens. and so fnlfil the law of

rhrist." t«"ial. vi. •,').

The theme if this discourse is—Burden HearinR: .md tins tiuino

has heen MipriJisled to nie hy the ihroe i)oriions of Senpture which 1

have cliost n as my text. 1 have hrounht these three texts toKciher, not

because if their resemblance to e h other in plir;>seolonv. hut liecan^e

ihey represml the successive steps in u spiritual ic h'css.

The first step i.s tliis
—

" Kach man shall hear his oZiit hurden." Tic

htirdens which men have to carry tiiroiighoiit life vary alike in lind

and in cpianiity, yet "each man shall hear his own hurden." I m;ist,

for example, hear the l)urdcii of rcsponsihititv. Just because I am a

man. endowed by Cicd with intellect, conscience and will, and informed

by nature or revelaiii ii. or both, as to what mv <lulv is, I liear the

burden of res))onsibiluy both to Ciod and to mv fellow-meii. Respon-

sibility is a burden which every man nntst bear. The words of St.

Paul arc tuiiversally true
—

" So then cm li tie « f us shall Rive account

of himself to (lod." (Rom. xiv. IJ). There are. of course, decrees of

responsibility, as our Lord leaches iis in these worxN. " And that ser-

vant, which knew his lord's will, and made not ready, nor did accord-

ing to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes; but he that knew

not. and did things worthy of stripes, shall 1 e Ireaten with few strii)es.

.And to whomsoever jnuch is given, ai him shall nnicli be required :

and to whrm they commit much, of him will they ask the more." (St.

I.ukc, xii. 17-48). i\very man nutst bear the l)urden of responsibility,

and the resprnsibility of each man is just in proportion to his know-

ledge and (^p'lortuniiies. (lod will ref|iiire nuich from us who have

been born into Christian homes and who have heard from our infancy

the Cospel's joyful sound. Let us remember that each man must bear

the burden of his own responsibility, and this burden of personal re-

sponsibility for the right ordering of his own life and conduct both in

the sight of Ciod and man. he caiuiot transfer to the shoulders of an-

other. Kach man shall bear his oun burden."


