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It will bv iccn from the foregoing table that the ny^teni of elaDiiifl-

lution in iiuwt gt-niTal une— if it may lie iligiiiiii>d with the name
of a nvKtem — u tlie one prcucrihed hy the Kilucation Department of

Ontario. Several libraries U(>e nyiitem* of their own, generally a Dimple

alphabetical arrangement by uutborx under u few geni-ral headings.

The Dewey Decimal SvHtem iit irnvd in the Hamilton 'iibrary. the

C'itizerM* Free Library of Halifax, the London Public Library, and, in

a modifiiHl form, in the llelcrence Department of tin- Toroutit I'lililic.

It ia aUo u^ed in neveral Canadian college iilirariei*. Cutter'* Expan-
^ive System i» uned in only one Canadian library, that of McUill

I'niveritity.

The great majority of Canadian librarief u.te a print4'd catalogue,

with |»>riodical DUpplementx. Curd calulogues arc u.-cd in thr Kraner

Inntitute, Montreal, in the Ueference Department of the Toronto

liibrary, and, in conjunction with a printed catalogue, at Fjondoa,

Hrockviile, St. Thomas, and in one or two other t»ntario libraries.

The conm'niiiUH of opinion among Canadian lilprariam* and iilirary

(ommitteei* seems to be somewhat dividi-d on the question of permit-

ting readers to have access to the shelves, under what is known as

I lie Open Shelf, or Open Access, System. The system has been

adopted, under various restrictions, in the following libraries: —
Berlin (to all books except fiction and juvenile), Dumlas (to a limiti'd

extent), Elora, Halifax (for rtlerence purposes only), Hamilton (under

certain restrictions), Niagara, Paris, Sarnia (not at present, but pro-

pose doing so in new library), Stratford (absolutely unrestricted,

• xcept us to fiction and juvenile), and Victoria. Vancouver replies:

'• The open access system was tried here and found very unsatisfactory."

It might Ik; added that in a large majority of the college libraries

of Canada, students are permittetl to have either full or partial access

to the book shelves.

Another important point upon which information was obtained,

is, whether any special provision is made for children, or school

pupils. Here, again, opinion seems to be somewhat divided, although

it may at once be said that, in the sense of the larger and fully organ-

ized children's departments of United States libraries, there is at

present no such thing as special provision for children in Canadian

libraries ; that is to say, there are no rooms specially constructed and

tet apart for children, no fittings or furniture specially adapted to

the needs of children, no library attendants whose special duty it is

to look after the wants of the children, and, except to a very limited

extent, no attempt to provide a special, carefully selected and class-

ified, juvenile section in the library, with its own catalogues. The
]iublic library of Victoria provides " certain library shelves for


