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ever, no amount of well-placed

ed — and obtained — agreement on a poli-
tical platform from all the political move-
ments involved in the election battle.

Among other provisions, this platform
gave the Armed Forces Movement the
right of veto, lasting from three to five
years, over the choice of individuals who
would occupy the Presidential seat and the
position of Prime Minister, as well as the
right to oversee the political development
of the country.

It is indisputable that this AFM
manoeuvre, while allowing the military to
keep control of the situation, especially
suited the Communist Party, which, be-
cause of its superior organization, had
chosen from the beginning of the affair to
take up the cause of the most politically-
committed officers without restriction.
This strategy was to prove in the short
run to be both profitable and disastrous.

Communist influence

Until the fall of the Gongcalvés Govern-
ment, the Communist Party had acquired
a pohtlcal influence out of proportion to its
popular support. However, this dispropor-
tion, which was very evident in the control
of the information media in the capital,
was the main target of an offensive led by
the Socialist Party and right-wing forces
to put an end to what they called “the
Communist Party’s plan to set up a dicta-
torship in Portugal”. It was the Républica
episode which set in motion the victorious
move against General Gongalves.

The facts are well known. Republzca
was a socialist newspaper that had taken
enormous risks under the fascist dictator-
ship; from the time the election results
were announced, it had waged am un-
_ceasing, open struggle against the coalition
government of General Gongcalves. Dissen-
sion broke out in the ranks of the news-
paper staff. The compositors, who were
Communists, demanded the right to dis-
cuss, and even question, the editorial policy
of the newspaper’s management. The re-
fusal that came from Raul Rego, editor-in-
chief of the paper and a member of the
‘managing committee of the Socialist Party,
touched off an open battle. The composi-
tors took over the paper and expelled its
management.

Describing what he called a “charac-
teristic violation of freedom of the press”,
resulting from a decision by the Revolu-
tionary Council to appoint a military
administrative commission to run the
newspaper as a means of settling the con-
flict —in favour of the printers, to be
sure —, Mario Soares left the Government.

It was, in fact, the Républica affair,
following the takeover by the Communist

Newspaper took
enormous risks

under fascist
dictatorship




