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LETTER FROM MISS WINTEMÙUTE.
EIE following interesting extract is taken froin Misi

Wintemute's letter, addressed to the St. Thomas
diaries and Band. One cannot help noting how
reughly the Japanese bave been indoctrinated ini
matter of giving. .They seemn to understand that
vers without gifts avail but littie. Let us hope

Christianity will not lessen but rather intensify
belief.

"Tôxyô, March 16, 1887.
I amn not able to take my Japanese lesson to-day,
thoughit I would take the time to tell you about aL~ that Miss Cartmell and I had a week a-go last

irday to the temple of Suitengu (S6o-ee-teng-oo),
of the principal goda, the god of the se&. It is

ýe or four miles fromn the school, and we had a
sant ride there, although the suni was se brigbt
it was4 a littie trying on one's eyes. Mr. Tsuyuki

t with us to explain ev'erythîig. We went on
irday because it was a feast day, and we could see
iuchi more than on another day. When we were
quite a little distance from the place, the streetsP, literally packed with people; and the crowdS[in and out of the temple gates retminded me ofiar, as far as numbers were concerned; but the

)ewere mostly of the lower classes.
W. pushed through the crewd, to get to the templef first. It was seemingly composed of one good-
i room, with walls on the two sides and at the
>but open ini the front, although I think there

9 gl'ding doors with which the front could beýd. The floor extended two or three feet on thee level in front of the -walls; then there were
rai steps down, sud then another level space of afeet. Thiis sort of platformn had a railing about
feet high around t he front and aides; and theo>f the. building extended out te the edge of theform, comning down lower, as a verandah roofes frein the main roof of a bouse. On the edg'e of

roof, over the railing, were fastened about two
spart large brass belis, nearly eight inches4 in

ieter, and very miuch the sIhape of the littie round
lh bouls that we put on the hotses in the winter.
&ei one of these ten belis, three streamiers of pink,sud green eloth, about tbree feet long, were
ffhed; and as the people camie up and threw their
ing of a cent or twNo-seldomi more, and sonietimes
-on the. floor inside the railing, they took hold of
p streamers, sud gave the bell two or three jerks
ffl the. attention of thie gods biefore they effered
*prayers. Thien kneeling, haif kneeling, or stand-
tluey repeated thieir prayers, somretimnes audibly,
u.ualiy ruhbing or clapping their bauds together
ie saie tirne. Althougb it was quite early in the
>noon wheu we got there, the. floor aud stepe inside
raii»g were literally covered with uxoney sud

picsof paper twisted up with money inside.
ree were àls> offered with the. money, many littie

e, round cakes, mnade of pounded rie ; tbey looked
1 11k. the. tiuy loaves of bread, before they were
d, that we used te mnake when we were children,
amusing part of it was thsf these litti. cakes were

bought by the peupea h left hand of the platform,and that wien the people threw them in as otfering,the priests had thein picked up and sold again; solI
have no ides buw ruany times they would go theround during the afternoon. 1 stood close to the rail-
ing quite a few minutes, and the helîs were eontinually
ringmng, and the coppers flying pàst me sud hitting mefroii ail directions, being thrown by people ini the.
crowd behind, who coul not get close up. Mr.
Tsuyukisaîd that they would probably take in about300 yen (dollars), aud the samne day (5th) of everymonth, is a sintilar feast, wben the gates of thegrounds are open. On ot1ier days, if the people wishto inake an offering, they put it in a box for the pur-
pose, outside the temple gates.

IlInside the raiiing, suspended from the ceil in- above
the platforin, wcre several mors brass beils, sortelarger aid soute sniaUer than those I have meutioned.

Iniiside the teinple were costly bronze lanterna, oe
or two inîrrors, a largre iron anchor about four feethigb, ani other littlu thiingýs that we could net see well,
as we were flot Lllo\e(l te o inside.

'The people believe that if they do not give soinerneney, however little, than the goda wiil net hear
their pryrno mnatter how inuch they ring the
belîs te Cati1 their attention.

"If any pcsnsprayer is answered, hie buy sone ofthe little picture, that the prests hlave for sale, and
puits it up1 on Che side of tebuilding as a thank.

"The gods aire kept out of ,siglht in a sutall room atthe baek of the temple, and separated from the main
part by a sort of thicek screeri for s partition. Tbey
tbink that it shows very littie faith te want te have
tbe gods in 8ight when you pray.

"Those ~ , mirosI pke of, are a sign of wisdom sndkolgeof the'ý gos> j wit as a m iirror shows us theap pearance of our bodies, se the grods are ail wise, and
know the truc state of our hiearts. They con8ider ita very mieritorious set te walk s hundred times frein
the g ste te the temple. The priests have for -salebunches of a huindred little pieces of rope, whi<Sh, if
a person buys, hie leaves une piece every tinte hiewai ks tie distance, sud se wben they are ail genie, b.knows h.elias walked the hundred timies.

"On either side of the temnple were other sniall
.Shrinies, eue te the god of the harbor, sud the ether te,
the gods of ramn, wîind sud] fire.

-Afew yards te the left, in front of the. temap]e,was
a bronze lion, the god of strerngth, on whieh the peoplecamne and rubbed their hndis, sud then rubbed their
own bodies, beiieving that it would inike themt strong
sud bealthy.

-"Oppoýsite the lion, on the other side ef the. temple,was a stand with several buckets filled with water onit, sud mietal cups attacbied by chaîns. This wiLs sup-posed te be healiug water, sud mnaty people came auddrauk a littie of it, or rubbed it on their sOcre eyes orface-flrst, lowever, alwýay8 having drepped their con-tribution iuto the box beside it.
-Beth just outaside sud inside the gate weré placesfor the people te miake theinselves cerernounially dleanbefore gcîng te worship. They would take up s littIeýwater with the. right baud in a wooden dipper sudpour it ou the le ft one, sud vice versa, Then they


