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LAST week, our readers were asked to gveserious consideration to the question ofa
new national policy for this Dominion, and
for the purpose of starting a discussion sev-

eral suggestions were offered. Tlie communications
already received and promiîsed indicate that the
subject appeals to many leading minds. Political
leaders seldoni inaugurate new policies. They are
so busy with the problems of every-day administra-
tion that they find little time for detached observa-
tion. Indeed, many of themt do not dlaim to be lead-
ers in the larger sense, contenting themselves with
being the instruments through which public opinion
becornes crystallised in legislation. Therefore the
CouRiER's appeal is to the weIl-informed, patriotic
citizens outside of parliamentary life.

The discussion is intended te eniphasise the point
that Canada's national policy must be a creation
of the people--not of the legislators at Ottawa alone.
In a recent article la the Outlook Senator Dolliver
of Iowa, traces the growth of new political ideas in
the United States, and especially ia the Republican
party. He admits that most of them have corne
froni the outside, front those who were not compelled
to "weîgh the chances of success" and who "felt
at liberty to speak the truth," Men have broken
down party discipline in an endeavour to present ini-
dependent views of public affairs, and have thus had
a potent influence upon the parties theinselves.
Though himself a strong Republican, he admits that
the progress of the Repubhîcan platform, has been
largely due to, what bas been recently termed the
~insurgent" movement.

To the insurgent, to the patriotic citizen who
does not allow his party allegiance to stultify bis
abihity to think, to the man who, bas views of public
policy which are different froin those of one party
or the other or from both, to the man who puts the
înterest of country above self and above purely
pai-ty success-the Couisn makes this appeal. The
politicians will listen-and the best of them will
adopt suich of the ideas presented as seemn best
fitted for the occasion.

Conservation or Endowmnent.

L AST week the two main topics touclhed uiponwere the falling back of the rural population
in oler Onitario and the Maritime Provinces, and
the necessity for harmnony of opinion between the
farmner and the manufacturer. There are a numiber
o)f other points of equal importance in a discussion
of this nature.

Chief among these la thec question of Conserv-
ation. Conservation mnay bc good or it mnay be bad.
C.onservation whichi wou.ld withdlraw ahl public
land, inerai deposits and timiber limiits from pos-
sible exploitation would miean stagnation. On the
other hand, a policy of non -conservation whichi
wouild throw the public domnain into the hands of
miere sp-cuilators would bc disastrous.

There is a Conservation Commission in exist-
ence, but its powers arc simply advisory. It has
beeni investîgating and discussing, but so far, lia-,
not arrived an where. Whether as at preserit con-
stituited, it =ii ever arrive anywhere la open to
question. Nevertheless, there is great need of
just such work as it is expected to accomplsh.

'lhle timber wealth of the country needs protec-
tion. 1,orest tires destroy annually more of this
timiber thian the lumnbermien manuffacture. The gov-
eramiients need stirring up on this question. On-
tario bas, aftcr a long agitation, declded that uni-
versity students on vacations and preachers out for
a ho11lay are not suitable fire rangers. The Hon.
Frank Cochrane promises that in future fire rangers
shall not be appointed for purely political consld-
erations. This will be an advance if it mnaterialises,
but it is not enough. 1 bei-e must be a policy of sel..
entific harvesting such as the Harmsworthlinterests
have adopted la Newvfoundlandi, and such as have
been la vogue for centuries la the benigbted, mil-.
itai-yridden counitries of central Euirope. What is
saîd of Ontario nia> also bc said of Quebte, New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia and British Columubia. The
timber wealth of Nova Seotia has been absolutely
frittered away, and even the land on which the
tumber stood lias been appropriated without let or
hindrance.

So with minerai wealth, it mnust lie conserved bY
a policy of exploitation for the public benetit. The
mines must not be closed up, neither should they bc
given to political favourites. Fisheries and water
powers aiso must be treated as a part of the peo-
ple's endowment. Why not a national endowment
policy rather than a conservation policy? Con-

servation seems to mean too much to somte
people. It is a rather strong terni to be used in a
country which is so keen on development as ours.

Labour and Capital.

T HE new National Policy must aim to make the
interests of labour and capital identical. It

is probably truc that up to the present, capital has
been receiving more consideration than labour. This
was probably-justified by the necessity for attract-
ing foreign and B3ritish capital to ihis country. Yet
labour interests have not wholly been overlooked,
and to-day the mechanic in this country has little
to comiplain of. Nevertheless there is much to bie
done 4long the liue of compulsory arbitration, tech-
nical education, and a better understanding bc-
tween employer and employee. The Leieux Act
is good; the Old-age Annuity scheme which Sir
kichard Cartwright inaugurated is excellent, though
not yet understood; the general laws for the protec-
tion of women and children in factories are fine.
But laws and Acts of Parliament are not sufficient
There must bie a spi rit of harmony, engendered by
a desire to serve the commun good. Labour must
pursue a policy which will not injure capital, and
capital must give constant attention to the needs and
desires of labour.

Nationalism vs. Sectionalism.

T HE new National Policy should be so broad-
based that every section of Canada will find

it wide enough to allow for sectional ambition
without prejudicing the national ambition. With
the central governing body there should be neither
East nor West, neither North nor South. Parlia-
ment should be just as solicitous of the welfare of
Prince Edward Island as of the welfare of Van-
couver Island-no more, no less. The remoteness
of a district should but add to the attention which
it receives. As Parliament, se people; every sec-
tion should bie anxious about the progresa of every
other section, while paying the keenest attention to
its own affairs.

H-ow can sectionalismn be submnerged in nation-
alism? Thxis is a point we would press upon the
reader. The tendency to sectionalismn is undo4~bt-
edly present to a limited extent, and steps must bie
taken to prevent its growth.

City vs. Country.
S HIALL the cities grow at the expense of the

country? Will it be best for Canada, if she
becomes a nation of great cities or remains a nation
of great farmners? Iow is the country to be pre-
served froin the charnis of the great clty? How
aire the breedîng-grounds of the nation to be pro-
tected against the stifling, stunting, over-crowding
which goes with inidustrial progreas? Here are prob-
1cms whichi vitally affect the future of the people
f romi the standpoînt of physique and liuman effect-
iveness. Shiah the "~Men of the Northern Zone"
lose that virile physical and mental force which
bas distinguîshed the native Canadians of the past?
Hlow will the niew National Policy mieet these pi-oh-
lois?

In the last forty years the rural popuflation of
the county of Perth in Ontario lias declinied froin
thirty-one thousand to twenty-six thousand, while
that of the county of Hiuron has declined fromi fifty
thousand te thirty-six thousand. TPhe Deputy Min-
ister of Agriclture for Ontario states that the
rural population of the whole province declined
between 1888 anmi 198, to the extent of eighty-six
thouisand, while the uirban population increased four
!hundred and ftfty thousand. There have been very
simuilr results in nîany parts of New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia. Even in Manitoba there are somne
agricultural districts which are not so densely popu-
lated as8 they once were. This means that the move-
ment fi-ou the country te the city is mne which de-
nands the consideration of both the econosnlst and
the statesman. The economist is lnterested in the
problem because of the possible decline in a g-at
industry. The statesmnan should ¶be intereated bc-
cause of the possible decline in the physic-al and'
moral strenvth of the nation anç a w'bole
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itical service or political pull. Recently the -in
side service," or the employees of the oùi>
Government at Ottawa have been put upou an in
dependent basis. There is a Civil Service coa
mission which now regulates appointments at b
capital, oversees promotion, and is supposed tepie
vent waste and idleness. This is spleindid, but i as
neyer received the consideratÎon which it deere
from either Parliament or people. The Cabinet
Ministers and the memnbers of the flouse, with, a
few exceptions, have resented the loss of titis plec
of patronage and apparently have resolved te so
the reform, at this point. They will succeed, if pubi
opinion does nlot wake up and force further action'Not one of the fine provincial goverlments hai
considered civil service reform. Every appointm=t
made by these administrations, whether Liberal or
Conservative, is hiable to be the football of politiz
Me1 bers of the Legislatures deinand a voce for
themselves and their patronage comimittees in every
appointment. These samne members waste tiheir timne
getting "jobs" for useless members of society, wbeii
they should be studying public questions. The con
sequence is that the public services contain mn
incompetents, are lacking in discipline and f-
ciency, and the.chief glory of the "~memiber» i. his
record in securing appointments and patronage fur
his constituents.

0f course the politicians are nlot to blamne fr
thi.s., This state of affairs would flot exist if pubjic
opinion were against it. The other day a few 'ha
j acks in the Conservative party in Toronto re
to have polîtics introdhced into municipal. elec-
tiens, and the Central Conservative Associationi en
dorsed the movement. Public opinion both within1and without the party was against it, boweyta.
and the movement was speedily buried in a Pauper's
grave.

In Brief,
C ANADA must bie careful to avoid any forin of

that dîsease known as '*swelled head." Et.,,
notice the look of supreme self-satisfaction which
adorns the face of the preud owner of a niew $,o
automobile as his chauffer swings it skilfully be-
tween the bodies of the hurrying pedestrianas? That
is not the fault of the automobile, nor any argu-
ment against its use, but it illustrates thle poinit.Ou
succeas is great, but it should not puif us up with
prîde.

Canada is a great manufacturing couintry, but
the State of Massachusetts produces more manu-.
factured goods every year than aIl the factories et
Canada's nine provinces. At the saine tinme, the
value of the agricultural products of that St.
has increased 38 per cent. in ten years. Its tilU.d
lands are only one-thirteenith of those of qexaus
but. its crop value is one-fifth. Expanse oï
territory is not everything. Malissachusetts bas
a Forestry Commiiission which is iincreasinig the
forest values of the State, while those of the Can-
adian provinces are declining. Mýassachluetts is a
great mnaniuactuirinig province, but it has agricultual
high schiools in its rural centres, while there is nuo
teachiing of agriculture in the schools of Canîada.

Nor is Massachusetts the only state that rny
be quoted. Maine inicreased its potato ci-up fro
6,5oo,ooo bushels in 1899 te 29,250,000 busbels in
i909. Is thiere aLny province ini Canada which has
dlonc better than that?

Canada has been doing splendidly, but it m=~
do better. Electricity, hydro-electric energy, clc
tric railways in city and country, imiproved m.th,
ods.of education, improvenients in manufacture an
agriculture, the rapid advance in science as ple
to industry and soil-production, have miade pro.-
gress rapid the world over. To say that our pro-
gresa in the first decade of the twentieth century
was double that of the progress made in the st
decade of the old century is to say nothing. The
progress of the world in general has been maire
rapid. If Canada had not donc what she has dne
she would have gone behind if, comiparison with
the United States, Argentinia and Germany.

Occasionally Canadians flatter themiselves that
their politics are cleaner, that justice 1, bette,, ad-
ministerecl, that there is a higher code of ethics in
business and in public life than in the Unitedi States,
Undoubtedly tis is true as to the punishment of
murderers, but on al] other points the United States
has made tremendous pi-ogres, in recent years. Can-
ada must jive more heed to the development of
public spirit, culture, patriotism and appreito
or those things which are higher than materWa
wealth, if it is to be the intellectual and moral ?în
of the continent. Canada nmust have a natoa
spirit and a national olicy which will carry it~
forward with increase speed. greater certaity,and towards a more clearly defined goal.

Rea~ders who are interested in the discussion areinvited to send in their views for publication in h


