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An Act to define Seigniorial Rights in Lower Canada,
and to facilitate the redemption thereof.

W HEREAS it would be advantageous to facilitate the com- Premble.
mutation of the tenure of lands held en roture in the several

Seigniories of Lower Canada, by more ample and effectual Legis-
lative provisions than are now in force; and whereas considerable

5time must necessarily elapse before the tenure of all such lands can
be commuted, and it would therefore be just and advantageous
to defne the Seigniorial Rights to which such lands wilI, in future,
be subject, and to restore, in as far as circumstances will allow,
all such legal remedies as the censitaire formerly possessed against

10 all encroachment or exaction on the part of the Svignior as well
as those of which the Seignicr could avail himself for the mainte-
nance of his rights; Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's
Most Excellent Majesty, lby and with the advice and consent of
the Legislative Council and of the Legislative Assen bly of the

15Province of Canada, constituted and assembled by virtue of and
under the authority of an Act passed in the Parliament of the
United Kingdom if Great Britain and Ireland, and intituied, An
Act to re-unite the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, and
far the Government of Canada, and it is hereby enacted by the

20authority of the same, That the Act passed in the eighth year of Her
Majesty's Reign, and intituled, An Act the better to facilitate op- Aeta 8 y. c.
tional commutation of the tenure of lands en roture in the Sei- 42 and

gniories and Fiefs in Lower Canada, into that of franc-aleu
roturier, and the Act passed in the twelfth year of Hier Majesty's

25 Reign, and intituled, An Act to amend the Act passed in the eigh t/t 12V. c. 49 re-

year of Her iNajesty's Reign, and intitlded, ' An Act the better pdeaie.

'to facilitate optionat commutation of the tenure of lands en
'roture in the Seigniories and Fiefs in Lower Canada, into that
'of franc-aleu roturier,' shall be, and they are hereby repealed.

CONCESSION OF LANDS.

30 11. That from and after the passing of this Act, ail and every Powers of the
the judicial powers, and authority vested in and -anted to the Go- Governor and
vernor, and the Intendant of New France or Canada, by the Intendant

vested in the
arrdt of His Most Christian Majesty the king of Francò, dated Superior and
at Marly, the sixth day of July, one thousand seven hundred and Circuit

35eleven, in relation ta lands in New France or Canada aforesaid, Courts.

conceded in Seiguiories, and by any other a.ws in force in Canada
at the time of the cession of the Country fo Great Britain, shall
and may be exercised by the Superior Court of Lower Canada,
and by the Judges of the said Court or by the Circuit Courts,

40due regard being had to the extensions, restrictions and modifica-
tions of the saidjudicial powers and authority made by this Act.

III. And in order .to facilitate the exercise of the said judicial Extent of
powers and authority-Be it enacted, That no Seignior shal here- Concession to

after concede to any one individual any extent of wild land, ex- irized.


