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of Sir John Macdonald, he was called on to form a new Ad-
ministration, a duty he succeeded in accomplishiDg on the 7th
of the same month, when he and bis colleagues were sworn
of the Privy Council, he (Mr.M,) taking the office of Minister
of Public Works, which he held un>til he resigned, with the
other members of the Ministry, Oct. 1878. Proceeded to the
Mother Country in June 1875, and while there was presented
with the Freedom of Irvine, Dundee and Perth, and visited,
Her Majesty ut Windsor Castle. During a visit to Scotland,
1881, for the benefit of bis healtb, was presented with the
Freedom of Inverness. Sat for present seat in Can. Assem.
froni 1861 until the Union. Returned to Commons at g.e.
1867, and at g.e. 1872 ; again at g.e. 1874 ; re-elected by ac-
clamation on bis appt. to office: and again at g.e. 1878.
Elected for present seat at last g.e. Represented West Mid-
diesex in Local House from g.e. 1871 until Oct. 1872, when he
resigned. Several important measures owe their existence
to Mr. M. as a private member, viz : the Act amending.
the Assessment Act of U.C. (1863); that consolidating and
amending the Acts relating to the Arsessment of Property,
U.C. (1866); and the highly useful measure for providing.
means of egress from Public Buildings (1866). As Chair-
man of Committee on Municipal and Assessment Laws.
(1866), wrote and framed the greater part of the General Act
on Municipal corporations, etc. All the measures of his-
Government, including the enactment of a stringent electionk
law, with the trial of election petitions by judges, and vote
by ballot; the abolition of the real estate qualification of
merbers; thejnspection of produce and weights and meas-
ures; the better administration of penitentiaries; the enact-
ment of the Marine Telegraph Law, which virtually abolished
the monopoly of the Cable Company; the establishment of a
Dominion Military College, and the improvement of the
militia system; the enlargement of the canals; the perman-
ent organization of the Civil Service; the establishment of a.
Supreme Court for the Dominion; the reduction of postage
to and from the U.S.; the free delivery of postal matter in
cities and towns; the opening of direct mail communication
with the West Indies; the construction of a trans-continentaL
telegraph line; the better administration of Government
Railways; an improved copyright law; the adoption of a
final route for the Pacific Railway; the opening of negotia-
tions, conducted on our behalf by our own delegate in person,
between Can. and the U.S., for the establishment of an equit-
able Reciprocity Treaty between the two countries ; a newr
insolvent law ; and the establishment of a Territorial Govern-
ment for the great North-West, have all been more or less
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