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MANUAL ano PLATOON EXERCISE.

Pofition of the Soldier undsr drms.

HE equal fquarenefs of the fhoulders, and "
body, to the front, is the firft, and great
principle of the pofitien of the foldier :—The
neels muft be in a line, and clofed :—1'he kness
ftraight, without ftiffnefs :—The toes turned
out, {o that the feet may form an angle of about-
60 degrees :—The arms hang near the body,
but not fiff ; the flat of the hand, and little fin- -
ger, touching the thigh, and the thumbs as far
back as the feams of the breeches :—The elbows
and fhoulders are to be kept back :—The belly
rather drawn in ; and the breaft advanced, but
without conftraint :—The body to be upright,
but inclining rather forwards, fo that the weight
of it may bear chiefly on the fore part of the feet :
—The head to be ere& ; and neither turned to
the right, nor to the left ; the eyes alone will be
glanced to the right,

The body of the foldier being in this pofition,
the firelock is to be placed in his left hand, a-
gainft the thoulder ; his wrift to bealittlz turned
out ; the thumb alone to appear in front ; the
four fingers to be under the butt; and the left
elbow to be rather bent inwards, fo as not to be
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