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sand voices %vere lifted against it frofil a thoissand Stunips. The
Liberais were pledred to inake havoc of it, if they %verc rcturned to
power. magistrates .111 over the province, wlioiii it depriveci of the

share they had liad in governing flic coutities, and an arni:. of people
who had been accustoilied, before the Act was passed, to obtain or

look for appointiiients carrving witil Ilieni the e\penditure of rond
and bridge nioneys, fouglit for its repeal with all their illiglit, After

hotl contesteci canipaigil, the Goverlinient was (jefeaied at file
polls, in julyt 188--9 by a niajiority of live nienibers. NIr. Thompson

was hiniself a(rain returnecl l'or Antigonisli. A Liberal Goverrinient
carne in, and, a nionth or two later, lie was, to the great ýIcceptancc
of the Bar of the province, appointed a judge of the Suprerne Court
of Nova-Scotia. When lie %vent out of the Flouse of Assenibly, lie

was in his thirty-eighth year. Fle had been a severely lionest, poli-
tician , and thotigh polities, perhaps, were not m-holly congenial to
hini, lie liad won a high reputation in his province. [t. w,,s chiefly
as ajurist that lie had stood forth from amongst hiS COjleaýrueS in
the Cabinet. Then as now, lie never engaged in debate williout

ma-ing manifest his great k-iio\vlectýre of law and ofthe principles of
la iv. Men lie was in the Govertinient of Nova-Scotia, the public
affairs of that province %vere in an unusuall), critical condition. He
atteilipteci several refornis, -anion- Ilieni the abolition of the Provin-
cial Senate or Legislative Cotincil. The %vork of' constructing the
railway from New-(xlýiý,go%\- to the Strait of Canso, which liad been

abandoned under Ilie previous administration, was restinied und r
nev conditions, and the roact completed belore 1882. 'l'lie railway

in the western coutities, whicli liad lile\vise been abandolied, was
finislied froni Dig-by to Yarmouth, a distance of eiglit:. miles, and

put into operation. 'l'lie preceding Govertinient had made the bc-
Criiining of a floarin- public debt, and the incorning administration
liad to take up a btirden Of "'Ore thail $300-000- Wlien Mr. Thomp-
son retired from ollice in iSS2 and made way for the Liberals, the
debt liad been decreased and the regular e\pencliture so far lowered
as to bc brought within the limits of' the income of' the province.

FIi-ý father was a friend and associate (if' joseph Howe, and thus,
though his strongest predilections have always been for the study

and administrature of law, there is sornething to bc said on the score
of lieredity for his having beconie a politician. When lie accepted,


