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strategic importance of the Pacific Great Eastern Railway
in its serviee of that territory rather than the impetus of 8
free gold market. Coal mining is steadily increasing its 0uf*
put as the advent of cold weather approaches and barring
labor troubles mining in general will experience increaslpg
production. What has looked upon as very unsatisfactory
year in prospect will turn out to be a reasonable active 01.39'

The fishing industry is subject to the conditions obtal™
ing on the fish grounds. As long as salmon will continué to
run, they will be caught and packed and the wide spred
demand for fish foods is sufficient to keep this industry s
active as the actual catching of the fish will permit.
year’s results will be known about the first of December but
in the meanwhile with the present known demand salmo®
packers feel warranted in putting up all the fish that com®
to their canneries.

In the Interior and also in the agricultural parts of ,the
Coast districts naturally autumn will be extremely activ®:
The fruit pack of the Okanagan is already assured and pa’”
taking of almost bumper proportions with that of the Koo"
enay district gradually increasing its yields. The canni?
of vegetables and the sale of fresh vegetables on the marke
has been unusually profitable.

In manufacturing, outside of lumber, there are excel
tions to the general trend. While some factories, work d
on staple lines are having difficulty in supplying the demal™
others are running slack for want of established price
Those factories which figured most in munitions work ha
not yet been able to readjust themselves to peace demal
and in consequence have at times been slack.

The shipbuilding situation is not as black as it Waf
thought last year when present orders shall have been 00,‘1%
pleted. To some extent the yards are attempting to bul

ships for their own account anticipating their purchase b:;
fore or on completion. The first keel in the Prince RUI;?I d

shipyard was laid by the Governor-General on Monday
this yard has six vessels to build for Dominion Governm®
account. Wooden shipbuilding, unless local interests
place orders on the basis of community owning as prop
by the Foundation yards, Victoria, will be very quiet ut}
something of this character is done.

General wholesale and jobbing houses are doing a Jarg?
business, in value of transacting a larger business than Jed
ever been done before but in volume perhaps not equalYet
by the railroad construction period of pre-war days. ail
the turn over is rapid and settlements are prompt. Ret o
trade is in a similar position of activity and expects 10 zol‘
perience a large Christmas trade, in fact is making plans

a larger trade than last year.

The mortgage situation is now on a very safe o
The evils of the Moratorium Act have practically worn th%gt
selves out in the appreciation in value of properties S0 tcel"
the mortgagee while suffering from lack of return on o
est and principle which were denied him in the past is gré ity
ally getting back these arrears and increasing his secufra,
as the demand for houses and buildings increases. The Opethe
tions of the Soldiers Relief Act are still in force bub ard
mortgage interests are taking a philosphic attitude toweig
this problem and regard it as an accompanient of War ag®
its effects. Meanwhile the large insurance and morts T
institutions are in the market for dwellings and bUS™ g
properties but are naturally in view of past experlenceiew
suming a more conservative attitude in lending. In Vnt‘
of high prices of materials and cost in building the Pew:ﬂy
age offered on loan to total cost is lower than it fqrrflt is
was. The wide spread industrial and commereial actiV? Z d
creating a great demand for apartments and dwelling® = ¢
undoubtedly Vancouver is suffering from a shortag"{ ot
dwellings which is apt to become serious this winter. et
are advancing and in some cases undoubted adVaﬂtagtion.
being taken of the urgency for housing accomm?d’.al ot
Meanwhile although there is some building going on it !

(Continued on Page Eighteen.)
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