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THE BOOHK AND STATIONERY TRADE OF 1904

Reparts From Cenedian Doalers

I N the book and stationevy trade, 1904, has been on-the
whole a mest satisfactory year,  Reports from all
parts-of Cannda indieate cood sales.and the-mainten-
anee of trade at o geatifving level,  The tolowing reports
from dealers will be read with intevest:
Willinm Twvrrell, Williznm Txrrell & Co |, Toronto.

The hook business during the past season has been
Wie most satisfactory in our history.  The chief {eature
of the 101 halilay trade was its steadiness.  There
wete not the usuad fluctuations from day to day, but
every day for weeks before Chiistmas trade was excel-
lent. This  condittion was  mainly due to the good
weather,  Another point o be noted was that the de-
mantt Was evenly distributed over our whole stock.  Na
ohe line can be said to have had the preference. We didd
extiemely well with calendars amd Christmas cards, and
sold_glean out of neavly every line.  We had a larger sale
of papeteries than usual, especially the high grade lines,
In tely bound authorized editions of the standard au-
thors, we were very suceessful,  Children’s books were
feature of the 1901 trade. Current fiction did well, and
onr sales of handsomely illustrated novels such as ** ‘T'he
Love of Azalea " were excellent.

A X Huestis. The Blun Rook qund Stationery Co |, Toranto.

As a whale our husiness during the past holiday ~sea-
son exceeded that of the previous year. We had a phen-
omenal sale of calendars and Christimas cards and sold
right out of all our lines  Papeteries and leather goods
sold well, as did also art goods, including smokets® sup-
phes, metal goods, ete. We made a specialty this year
of ghegrade children’s books, and advertised them  ex-
tensively in the daily papers, inviting the childien o
come and wspeet them. We devoted about a thivd of the
stote to displaying them.  The result was extremely
statilving and proved that the baokseller has a field of
his own outside the departent store. We-did-not handle
toy books or annuals. A hig feature alse this-Christmas
was  the heavy demand for Chrisunas posteards and
cheques.  We noted a distinet falling off in the demandd
for standurd sets. The year before the demand was ex-
cellent, but this scason proved to be an off one in thiy
department.
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1. 1. Philan, Montreal

svade during 1904 has been anprecedented, embrae-
ing inereased volume in sales of all lines of hooks, My
husiness is systematized, books, stationery, leather goods,
school supplies and sundries, all being sepavated in the
arrangement of my eash register. thuse 1 oean say posi-
tively the book trade ix on the inevease.  Fietion has
done  vemarkably well, yet there are many  objections
against conditions in this city,  Our profits ave poor at
the start, mml depmitment stores are slaurhtevineg new
hooks, thus necessitating meeting such untair competi-
tion or losing trade. 1 am convineed means of protee-
Book-sellers
in Montreal and other c¢ities must unite in order to pre-
serve their status,

tion e not only necessary, but feasible,

DPublishers must be in <uels a0 onan-
I have specialized in many Huoes of
) 1x4

-}

“en ps well,
ecenfs, aud sales have boeen
vond.  Girls® books, and boys® books, arve other goad lines
that have done well.

cheap fietion at 10 and

T find it pays me to push omy stationery trade, as
profits are satisfactory. My line embraces 100 different
kinds, and T aim to snit all tastes. Women insist on
certain kinds, and it’s a trade worth havine.  Leather
woods i another stvong department that shows up well,
and many ean money on lnx
e, Oddities and noveltios ot all deseriptions are worth
<toeking.

hook-sellers nike  wood
Profits vnge From 30 ta M) per eent.. am)
the unsold stoek is small.
sneet.

Sales are steady in this re-

A new depatture at holiday time, that was a marked
steeess, is my boxed ey ease. Sales are steady, and
1 fully expeet to turn over my stock at least twenty
times. T find 5.00 boxes are in demmnd, In fature, this
will be a vegular Teature of the store.

AT Chapman, Montreal.

T am gziad te state the bhook trade has been satis-
factory the past year. Trade has been in demand.” Toli-
day trade was of splendid volume. althonzh a eervtain
amount of h(‘si'tmiun was noticcable in buying lnrger
sets, probably due to the knowledge sained jn the past



