
DISCEILNING THE SIONS OF TJE TIMES.[Jy

humn in ]3otblohem of Judea, of the Dlividie lino, and after tho expirationi
of sixty-nine of thie soventy hoptades of ycars from the going forth of the
comunantirnont to r&store and, rebuild Jcrusalem.* IDevout men like
Simeon and godly women liko Anna woro npot taken by surprise wlicn
they belheld thie Lord Clirist, for, liko Daniel, thoy had studied prophecy,
and knew that the timno must bo noar. Tion thero was tho, convergence of
events : a world-wido, expectation of the coming of somo great deliverer, a
sort of prophccy of the human heart; thoero was a world-ivido prc*paration
in tho universal empire of Rome and the prevalenco, of univorsal pence;
and a world-wido dostitution in the acknowledged failure of aven Grek
phiilosophy to supply a knowlodge of God. Thiat wvide famuino of soul, thiat
altar at Athens " to God, the Ilnknown,"' thoso, Roman roads mnado ready
for the mossenger of pcace--wlat a gathering of raya into ono burnirg
focal point!1 And so becauiso prophietically and providcntially tuie fitrj,!:s
and funss of times lîad como-Christ, came, and as thoe very hour struck
in tho belfry of tho agres.

WVho cain deny what Dr. Croly said years ago in St. Paul's, Londoni,
flint thie Roformation of tlo sixteenth contury was anothor hirthi bour uf
listory ? llow plaiuily had prophetie Scripturos pointod to a period oi
dark agcs, succeeded by another new daivn ! Tho long-buriod treasure
iras onco more to bo uuueartlued, and the Pearl of great prico, rccovered
from its deptlis, and the grcatest age of wor]d-wide evaug(elisrn to fulloiw.
Thoro bail been a grencral decay of ovangelical, faith, and tiore must lie a
revival in that direction before thora could bo a revival of missions ; for
tihera can nover lie evangrelistic cra until thore is an ovangeia prt

.And what a strange convergenco &gain of providential ovonts!1 Whiat
eau ho more signally wonderful 1 As God's fit and f ull timo, camne p-para-
tions on a colossal scsie woe muade for the Reformation. In 14à3 Con-
stantinoplo, feul, sud the revival of learningr followed, especially significant
because it scattored over tho, Continent Grook soholars sud tlie Grok New
Testament, Iu 1497 the new passage to ludia round the Cape of Gondi
Hiope prcparcd thie way for dloser contact and communication between tlic
centres of Protostantisni and tho centres of Oriental heathonisia, as in 141
the discovery of Amorica hsd opened the way to the pl:*uting of a granid
Protestant ropub]ic, a now missionary nation beyond the Atlantic. Tlicn
lot it lie remenibered tliat .abouit this very time tbo fali of feudalisiin, aft-cr
its thousand yoars of potty dospotisms, prepared the wsy of thie develop-
ment of individual liberty.

Equally marvellons wvara the mark:s tliat God's fit time wss corne in tli.,
tluicology of inventions. At;out the bcgiuning of the fourtecndh centiiir
the ina-.iner's comipass, comiingr into general use, liecame a gidetu
mauiner over uinlcnoivu sens ; the printingr pres issued its first look-a
Latin Bible-i 1450 ; and tho stearn enlue1 wUR aul assured surce.m in
1543. Just nt this vory timie Luither awoko the Churcli by his hammer,

[July


