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flourishing condition. At this time lreiarid wvas ciotted wvith monas-
tries and colieges ; and the people %vere livingr happily under wise
lawvs. Such wvas not the case xwith the rest of Europe. he northern
barbarians wvere overruuningr the continent, and destroyin- ail
vestiges of civilization. Irish monks eageriy set forth to enliiten
Europe and bring ail the nations withWn the paie of the Cburcb.
Foremost amongst these missionaries u',ere Saints Coiumkilie and
Columbanus. The former turned bis attention towards Scotiand.
Ile estabiisbed his headquarters on the island of Iona near the coast
of that country. Through the efforts and self-sacrifice of the saint
and biis companions, almost the entire Scottishi nation wvas kept
in the true religion. Saint Columnbanius carried the torch of Iaith
ino France. -Saint Gall raised the standard cf the cross in Sivitzer-
]arnd, Saint Killian in Germnany. and Saint Cataldus in Itaiy. There
was scarcely a country in Europe in wvhicli Irish priests wvere not
struggling against flue powvers; of darkness. The Irish aposties fol-
lowved tixe example of Saint Patrick by establisbing mionasteries in
ail] the cou ntries in whicbi tbey wvere preachin,,. They founded i- in
Scotland, 12 ifl Etigland. 36 in France, 16 i0 Bavaria, 15 in Swvitzer-
]and, and 6 in ltaiy. The sanctity of lreiand"s sons and daughters
is evidenced by the large number of Irish saints found on tlue Caien-
dars of tbe different countries of Europe. There are x5o on tbe
German Calendar, 45 on t'ae French; J3elgiun bonors 30, I*aiy"3
whbile even Norwvay and Iceiand ciainui 8. XVitlu sucb children abiSad,
it is littie wonder that lreland's name was Ioved and respectec by
men of ail nations. Weil rnigbt îhey cail bier " Land of Saints and
Scbolar."

On-- of the chief cbaracteristics of the Irish penpie is titeir love
for iearning. Eveni before Ireiand becamie Christian, Hibernia, by
whicli name it wvas previously knowvn, wvas famed for its bards and
puets. King Cormac, wvho ruied the Island in tbe early pi.rt of the
fourtb century, establisbed scboois for miiitary dibcipline, hi-story and
jurisprudence. XVitb the introduction of Christianity, education re-
ceived a neiv impetus, and scboois sprang up irn ail parts of the ]and.

The ~ ~ ~ go prgesinadwas rnost marked durin- the
seventh and eighth centuries. The colleges wvere counted hy hund-
reds and tue students in some of tliei numibered thousands. The
c7reat schools of Clonfert, Bangor, GanvnCoard and many

289


