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tture of the age of Queen Anne could eifect in
It Vear. In France and Germany the saine sort
Of~ publications have immense circulation.-
filere Mr. Y. exhibited a great variety of these
f'Oreign publications, of which he had procured
OPecimiens, explaining their objects, history and
prie.] And yet with these obvious improve-
'Iments in society-in the advance of the sciences
-in the arts--m the number of publications

lul their triple form of volumes, periodicals, and
IOeWspapers-~in the increased intelligence of
the people-in the accumulation of private and
Publie wealth-there exist certain classes who
Pretend that mankind are retrograding, and that
Ir, religion and aIl the elements of social virtue
tfld happiness, our destinies are lesa propitious
even than in former ages,-and this they attri-
bute to the spread of education ! It id to this
'grave argument' we have~ now to address
Otreelves.

1 press the opinion with n0 improper ten'-
dency, but it seems to speik littie either for the
divine influence of Religion, or for the devotion
?f its Ministers, if' it suifer from the spread of

Iftelligence, and do îlot impart, amid the light
'If learing, a more apostolic odour and sanctity
'Of character to its followers. Its doctrines
were neyer 80 widely disseminated, and the aI-
ttr of' the true God neyer encircled hy such a
c-rowd of worshippers, as at the present time-
AnId yet is there less virtue, less charity, is the
golden rule of morals more openly violated, and
'vice more daring and avowed now than in the
PRet ages of history 1 1 ask the proof, for it
Oeeras te me, apart from general declamation-
tliat abstract reasoning, as well as the expe-
ilce of mankind, support an opposite conclu-
sien. The whole tone and essence of' divine
tith Île favourable to intelligence, and courts
the spirit of unsparing enquiry. It seeks no
%helter from the boldest and sternest investiga-.
tion. A religion divine, and intended to be uni-
'ersaltoble permanent-eniduring-fixed upon
the rock of ages, and the saine from the days
0F'the Apostles to the end of time, neyer can
dread the subtlest enquiries of that spirit which
't i meant to address, to animate, to sofen,

end to control. I cannot comprehend the duc-
trille of' Channing, who would impart to it a
Plfatie character, the power of yielding to

!epressure of change and circumstance, for as
1t5i true truth is eternal, and the essence of

llIraity must lie the samne in the last age as in
t4i. But is not the Bible iteif a Ilfountain

'fliving waters ", of wisdom and philosophy ?
reperfection, the benevolence-the omnipo-

tlle of the Deity, are shadowed forth and
d*elt upon in the wonders of the firmament-
the beauity of the eartb-and the moving of the

eetwaters. The extent of divine power is
tne@ued by tbe things of the earth-' he lay-
%ti the beams of bis chaînher on the water, hie
14keth the clouds bis chariot, he walketh upon
the wlngs of the wind ;' Psalm 104. The pi-
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ety of believers is inspired by a reference te the
manifestation of the supreme intelligence visible
in the productions of the natural world. The
abuse of knowledge-the tendency of shallow
thinking-prompted by an unholy and feverish
ambition, mnay create doubt, disbelief, and the
propagation of erring creeds, but the spirit of
sound philosophy, blending itself with the love
of truth, brings new arguments to support that
faith, which is founded upon revelation. It af-
fords one of the noblest fields for eloquence
upon which the disciples of Christianity delight
bo expatiate, that the most profound moral
phiIosophers-Barrow-locke-Newton--
Boyle-Herschel-Davy-those who have pe-
netrated the arcana of Nature, who have reacli-
ed the loftiest pinnacles of those eternal hills
of Truth and Science which human genius bas
yet ascended, and thus surveyed, in its compre-
hensive and illimitable range-the connectiori
of matter and mind-the obedience, if 1 May s0
speak, of the physical effect, to the Divine
Cause-bave been the most pious and humble
believers. It is the proudest boast of the pres-
ent age that philosophy bas been the bandmaid
of Religion. Let any Sceptic sit down and
study, with the desire of attaining the trutb,
Paley's Natural Theology, Dick's Christian
Philosopher, Shuttleworth's Consistency of Re-
velation, the last dnys of a Dying Philosopher,
by Davy, and that splendid addition te pious
learning, the Bridgewater Treatises, and hie
will then be convinced that the cultivation of
science and general knowledge is not hostile
to the Christian faith.

Brougham in lis late work upon Natural
Theology, bas laboured to shew that the exis-
tence of the Deity, his power, omniscience, be-
nevolence, can be proved by inductive reasoning
with the saine certainty as mathematical truths.
Ail nature indicates a design--contrivance-
aptitude-simple in execution, but elaborately
philosophical in conception. Take for example
the late discoveries in astronomy. Stars have
been discovered so distant in space that the
rays of ligbt which they emit, and which fait
upon the lens of the Telescope, must have been
four thousand years in their passage. Three
millions of Comets are now supposed to pursue
their eccentric revolutions in the universe; ll
t!ýose known are diminishing in magnitude,-
whence this law of change'!-wbat purpose do
they serve in this magnificent creation of'
worlds ? That of E ncke's is gradually approacb-
ing, the sun, and must eventually either Ïall into
it or be dissipated by its intense heat. The
relative distances of the Planets in our own
system bave been found to be ranged in geo-
metrical proportion. What power bas disturli-
ed the series between Mars and Jupiter, and
brokie the intervening planet into four smaller ?
Howv boundless-how imposiYlg is the range
of these enqîuiries. What conceptions of the
supremne intclligence do thcy crente-howv fa-


