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Last Quarter, 6day, 5h, 47m, Afternoon.
New Moon, 14day, 10h, 39m, Afternoon.
First Quarter, 22day, 8h, 55m, Morning.
Full Moon, 29 day, 1h, 35m, Morning.
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THE TIDES.—The columa of the Moon’s Southing
gives the time of high water at Parrsboro, Corn-
IILllis. Horton, Hantsport, Windsor, Newport and
Truro.

High water at Pictou ana _ape Tormentine, 2 hrs
and 11 minutes LATER than at Halifax. At Annap-
olis, St. John, N.B., and Peurtland, Maine, 3 houre
apd 23.minutes LATER, and at St. John’s, .\ewfeynd-
1and 20 minutes EARLIER than at Halifax. At Char-
lottetown, 2 hours 54 minutes LATER. At Westport,
2 hours £4 minutes ATER. At Yarmouth, 2 hours
20 mtnutes LATER.

FOR THE LENGTH OF THE DAY.—Add 12 hours to
t he time of the sun’s setting, and from -the sum sub-
atract the time of rising.

FOR THE LENGTH OF THE NIGHT.—Substract the
time of the sun’s setting from 12 hours, and to the
remainder add the time of rising next morning

THE WORLD’S POPULATION.

The present population of the world
is somewhere between fourteen and fif-
teen hundred millions, the latest and
perhaps most trustworthy estimate,
that of Drs. Behur and Wagner, placing
it about midway between the limits we
bhave mentioned.” Tbe impossibility of
estimating the number more closely
will be apparent when it is remember-
ed that only in a comparitively small
part of the world have careful censuses,
or indeed censuses of any kind, ever
been made. A systematic enumeration
of the inhabitants of India a year ago
discovered that the population of that
great empire had previously been under-
estimated by upwards of 25 000,000, or
as many nearly as the population of
Englgnd, Scotland, and Wales. The
census returns of Europe are tolerably
complete, the leading States standingz
in the following order in point of rum-
bers :

Russiao....oioonnee IBT0 coinvnissionionone 11:481,000
CGermany ........... 1876 ... 42,723,000
Austro-Hungary. 1876 ... ........... 387,700,000
France. ............. - 1872 s peonsn sne we s OB 108,008
Great Britain..... 1876 . e 33,450,000
1875 e 27,482,000

RRVSHRNCTRRSRIIN {7 (! [——— [ K )
Haropean Turkey 8,500.000
Belgium............ .. 5,337,000
loumania... .... .. 5.073,000

Sweden and Portugal slightly exceed
4,000,000 inhabitants each ; the Neth-
erlands fall a little short of that num-
ber; Switzerland fails to reach 3,000,-
000 ; while Denmark and Norway fall
somewhat below 2,000,000. Greece and
Servia fall short of a million and a-half
each, and the smaller States together
add less than half a million more. The
aggregate portion of Europe is thus a
little over 309,000,000, giving a den-
sity of 82 to the square mile.

The population of Asia, according to
the same authorities, is about 824,500,-
000, or 48 to the square mile. The
most populous nation is China, with
over 400,000,000 people  British India
bas about balf as many; Japan over
33,000,000 ; Turkey in Asia about 13,-
500,000, ; Asiatic Russia about 15,000,-
000. Africa has a population close
upon 200,000,000, America about 85,
520,000 ; Australia and Polynesia less
than 5,000,000. The density of the

African population is 17} to the square
mile ; of America, 51 ; of Australiaand
Polyoesia, about 1} to the s juare mile.

There are ten cities in the world that
have a population of a million or more,
namely : London, with 3,490,000 ; Paris;

1.852 000 ; New York (with Brooklyn),.
1,596,000 ; Constantinople, 1,075,000;
Berlin 1,045,000 ; Vienna, 1,001,000;
and Canton, S-angtan, Shanchowfu,
and Siangfa, in Cbina, with 1,000,000
each. There are twenty-nine cities
w.ith 500,000 or more each; and 215
with 100,000 or more people.—Scientific
American. ;

EawTH is fai from being heaven as yet.
Bat it has many heavenly things in it. It
has sweet little children. It has pure-
minded maidens. It has brave young
men. It has myriads of poor people who

help poor veople, myriads of toilers of the
hnx and sea—the very zcst of whose labor

-

| is that it is undergone for the sakeof oth-
| ers. It has thousands and tens of thou-
sands of bomes and hearts where the
| stranger is welcome to the warmest seat
at the fire, simply because he is a stranger.
' Ministering angels who appear oftentimes
| as silently and mysteriously as if they
| literally came from heaven on the scenes
of suffering where they are needed, and
when, now and again, evil breaks out in
lurid burning flames, bumanity instinc-
[ tively rushes to the rescue, feels the
scorching pain on ber own breast, and al-
most quenches the flames from the clouds
of ber indignation, or from the fountains
of her tears.—Dr. Dale.
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WEDDING FEES.

Maay yearsago, a New York minister
was sitting in the office of a lawyer who
was one of his members, chatting on
various subjects, and as the pastor
bappened to speak of the hard times,
and the dilatoriness of the church in
paying his small salary, the lawyer re-
marked:

« Now 1 bardly agree with you, pas-
tor, in your asﬁion that miaisters
are paid less for®heir work than any
other class of professional men. They
have a great deal given to them in one
way or another, donation parties,
Christmas presents, &c. Then the
item of wedding fees alone, which you
seldom hear them speak about, but
which must amount to quite a sum,
several hundred dollars in the course
of the year, brings them in a gcod
revznue.”

“ Do you think so?” said the clergy-
man. ¢ Now to come right down to
dots, what do you suppose is the aver-
age fee that I receive?

“1 should say twenty dollars was a
low estimate,” said the lawyer. “ Here
in New York I bave often known per-
sons to giveone hundred dollars and
a fifty dollar fee is quite common, but
considering the fact thut you marry. a
good many of the poor, or those who
are only moderately well off, as well as
the rich, I should think, as I said, that
twenty dollars was a pretty low aver-
age.”

“ That calculation is rather large,”

said the minister, * but still I cannot
tell exactly, as I have not reckoned up
what I have received this last year.”
“ No, I presume not,” said the law-
yer. “I have noticed that Ministers
don’t generally know how much they
have received, when the sum is pretty
large, but I rather think they would if
the snm was a smal! one. But I will
tell you what I will do. I will give
you ten dollars for half your next fee,
and don’t believe I shall lose anything
by it either. Do you accept that'?’

The minister hesitated a momentand
then said, “Yes, well, yes; I'll accept
that—ten dollars for balf thenext fee.”

He soon bade him good morning and
went home to his dinner. While he
was at the table the bell rang, and the
servant came in saying a man at the
door wished to see bim a moment. He
fonnd a rovgh-looking farmer standing
there, who accosted him thus:

‘ Good morning, Dr. A, I came in
to sce if you could just tie me up, this
morning. Sal and I bave been talking
about it a good while, and we've come
to the conclusion that ’taint any use to

wait any longer.” '
“Qh yes,” said the Doctor, “ walk in,

walk in. Where did you want to be
married ?”’

“ Right here,” said the farmer, if
you’re willin’. Sal’s in the wagon and
I'll bring her in.”

So he brought in a blooming country
maid, and the minister, who had doffed
his gown and slipped on his best Sun-
day-go-to-meeting coat, madc them one,
in his most mmpressive style. After
the ceremony and the congratulations,
the farmer said :

« About the fee, pastor, we hain’t
got much money, but I thought your
children might be fond of pets, so I
told Sal I would just bring one of our
pupe.” Saying which he tipped up a
small box, and out rolled a little white
pup upon the piano.

The minister could scarcely contain
bis mirth, but thanked the bridegroom
and told him the children would be
glad of it, and bade him a pleasant
good-morning. He finished his dinner,
then, putting the pup carefully back
into the box, started with it under his

arm for the lawyer’s office.

His friend was quite surprised to see
him so soom again, but the pastor re-
ieved his curiosity by saying:

“«] had no idea when I accepted
your offer this morning that I should
have to come so soon to claim it, and I
bardly think I should have accepted it
so quickly, bad I known I was to marry
a couple to-day, and receive such an
unusual and unexpected fee. Generally
there is not so much difference in them,
but this was a perfect surprise to me.”

“ No backing out, now,” said the
lawyer, *that bargain was fair and
square, and you must hold to it. Here’s
your ten dollars ; bhand over the fee!”

The minister demurred a moment,
told bim he should beware how he
made such rash promises again; but
finally, unfastening the cover of the
box, said : * All right, I'll stand by the
bargain,” tumbled out the pup upon
the lawyer’s desk, and with the bland-
est smile upon his face, waving his
hand and bowing politely, he said,
“ Here is the fee—which balf will you
take ?”

The blank look of amazement and
disgust which overspread the counten-
ance of the lawyer as he looked at the
roll of puppiness, was amusing to see.

“ You dont mean it, that you mar-
ried a couple and that was your fee ?”

“ Indeed it was,” said the minister,
“and the farmer who presented it
thought he was doing a handsome
thing !”

Then, with a hearty laugh, the law-
yer handed bhim the gold piece, and told
him that he thought he had nothing
more to say in regard to the enriching
of ministers by wedding fees.—Stand-
ard.

¥ CHILDREN' CORNER.
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NOW I LAY ME DOWN TO SLEEP.

“ Now I lay me down to sleep,

I pray the Lord my soul to keep”—
So the baby learned ber prayer,
Kneeling by ber mother’s chair ;
In her little bed-gown white,

Said it over every night ;

Learning in ber ckildish way,

How a little child could pray.

“ Now I lay me down to sleep”—
Said the child a maiden grown ;
Thinking, with a backward glancze,
How the bappy past bad flown,
Since, beside ner mother’s knee,
With a child’s humility,

She bad said her simple prayer,
Feeling-safe in Jesus’ care.

“ I pray the Lord mv soul <o keep’—
Yet the words were carele:s said ;
Lightly had the hand of Time

Laid bis fingers on her head ;

On lhife’s golden afternoon

Gay the bells and sweet the tune,
And upon ber wedding day

She bad balf forgot to pray.

“ Now I lay me down to sleep”—
How the words come back again,
With a measure that was born
Half of pl-asure, half of pain ;
Kneeling by a cradle bed,

With a hand upon each head,
Rose the old prayer, soft and slow,
As a brooklet in its flow.

All alone, with bended head,

She ha= rothing but her dead :

Yet with heart so full of care,

Still ber lips repeat the prayer ;

Rest t last ! O, storm-tossed soul !

Safe beyond the breakers’ roll ;

He, the Lord, her soul shall keep,

Now she lays her down to sleep.
—M. R. H., in Church J‘;umal.
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A CRADLE HYMN.
The sun in the yellow West,
Behind the mountain steep,
Has gone to his cloudy rest :
Now sleep,
My baby, sleep!
Sleep.
The silver moon rides bigh
Through the blue air so deep ;
And chill 18 the darkening sky :
Now sleep,
My baby, sleep!
Sleep.
The stars, with eyes so bright,
Through their far curtains peep,
To twinkle o’er the night :
Now sleep,
My baby, sleep !

Sleep.
All beasts and girda are still ;
No shivering mortals creep
O’er shadow’y vale or hill :

Now sleep,
My baby, a?eep!
Sleep.
Through tree-tops on the wing,
The winds of evening sweep,
A lul'aby to sing:
" Now sleep,
My baby, sleep !
Sleep.
—_—— e

WORSHIP AT FRANK HOLMAN’S.

I bave never told you about the fa-
mily worship in Frank Holman’s home.
To me it is very beautiful.

I have a very sunny feeling toward
Frank’s household. He was one of the
young men who grew up in our estab-
lishment, and when he consulted me
about his early marriage on a> small
salary, I advised him not to delay ir,

l but to take the sweet girl of his choice
into such a home as he could provide
her. I bad no fears of the result, and
the years as they have passed bave
made me more than satisfied that my
bachelor advice was good. The years
have given them the ibevitable cares
and sorrows, but they bave been also
vears of perpetual comfort and joy.

A little family has grown up around
them, and more than once as we have
sat together, they have been good
enough to tell me of their gladness that
I encouraged them to make a venture
which has been so full of blessing.
Christians themselves of a bright cheery
cbaracter, they bave made from the be-
ginmng a Christian family, and the fa-
mily worship has been the center of its
lite. As they have told me, they be-
gan their married life in prayer, and
from the first the family altar was set
up. Its incense has not ceased to send
up its fragrant column to God. It has
been a privilege, very sweet to me, often
to be with them at the evening sacri-
fice.

|  They have their family worship early
i in the evening, usually as soon a possi-
| ble after Frank comes home at night
from busminess. They tell me that it
sometimes is inconvenient, and occa-
sionally is interrupted, but these occa-
sions are so comparitively rare that they
do not seriously trouble them. 0'd
friends understand the habits of the
household, and expect to find them en-
gaged at that hour, and as I have had
occasion to know, so far from feeling
disappointed, have rather sought the
opportunity of being present at a scene
full of touching meaning.

Frank and his wife always sit side by
side. T have been present at the fumil:y
worship in other households, where this
seemed to be made of no account; but
as soon as Frank takes the Bible or
hymn-book in his hand, and seats him-
self for the service, Fanny takes her
place by his side. I have never asked
them why, but I understand it well.
They bave an instinet that, at this
hour, when the idea of family life comes
péculiarly into visible form, the hus-
band and wife should be close beside
each other.

The children, there are three of them
now—take their places on either side,
and they nestle as clos+ly as possible to
father and mother. In other families I
have seen them scattered over the room,
and at a distance, but notv bere. My
eyes have somelimes filled as I have
looked upon the picture of that family
group, a group indéed, when little
Willie—named after me—was resting
bis curly head upen his father’s knee,
and little Mary—named after my bro-
ther John’s wife—close by her mother’s
side, and slyly holding her hand, was
looking intently into her father’s face.
They are beth uproarious little folks ;
Willie, brimful of fun and frolic, mak-
ing things rather lively at times; and
Mary, her father’s “Tomboy,” as he de-
lights to call her, is not far behind her
brother in childlike noise and play.
But when family worship comes, they
sit in a quietness which I confess has
surprised me.

I asked Fanny how this came about,
how it was that these little folks, at just
this one hour, seemed so transformed.

“Ido not know,” she said, “except
it be that they have never had &ny other
idea than that when we take our place,
at this service they are to be reverently
quiet.”

“1 notic,” said I, “ that you always
bave the baby in your arms at family
worship, even when the nurse is in the
room.”

“QOhyes; I always do that when it is
at all possible, and you know that this
litle fellow makes a considerable part
of the family.”

“He is a restless baby usually ; does
he never disturb your devotions ?”

“ Very seldom ; I way say never whey,
he is well. It is very curious to see
bow very early the fact that be must be
quiet at this time seems to fix itself in
a baby’s mind. I can not tell you why,
but almost at once they seem to know
that this hour is different from every
other hour of the day, and they adapt
themselves to it long before they ean
at all understand its meaning.”

“Do you take the babies when they

are very young in your arms at the fa-
mily worship #”

“ Always, and almost u 800
n.ayself am able to sit by my by : N
side. I suppose, indeed, that th:"-ln ‘
secret of it all—the childreq have !
known anything else than to b:"‘"
and attentive at this time.” sl

.I did not need to ask any othey
uons. Isawitall < Ap»
“ wise little wife and mother !
reaching and true that
thine ! Would that more Motherg
caught a little of its Inspiratiog
Illustrated Christian Wee kly. =

Quey.
[ thonghg
Intuitioy of
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THE ROBIN'S VISIT,

Once a robin flew into a
and just as he went in, the wind b
ed the window.blinds shut, s b -
not get out again. ’ s

At first he did not mingd,
about and lit on the bri
frames, ' and wished hijs pretty wite
were with him to enjoy the pl.oasant
place. Then he rested oy the back of
a small chair, and then he
robin !

Prt’ttr roo m;

l)“t ﬁe'
ght Picture

saw anothep

to him : “ Whew ! Mr. Robin, glad to
meet you. My nameis Cock Robin;
What do you call this place "

But the other robin did not answer,

He only opened his mouth an? jerked
his head from side to side just as Mg,
‘Cock Robin did. You see the other
robin lived in the looking-glass, and
could not speak.
[ “ A rude fellow !” chirped Mr,
Cock Robin to bimself. * Not worth
talking to! Ah ! yonder are some
fine cherries ! I'li eat some.”

The cherries were in a bowl on the

table. Mr. Cock Robin helped himself,
Then he decided to try the other bird
once more.
“ My fiierd,” sarg Le coftly, as he
caught the stem of 1 fine cherry in his
beak, and flew to the chair again, * here
is a fine cherry for you;— O! O !”

Well might Mr. Cock Robin say -

* 01 f()?' there stood the other robin
on just such a chair, offering him a
clierry in the most polite manner !

“ Thanks ! gaid Mr. Cock Robin.
““ But, my deaf and dun.l fricud, as we
each bave one, we nced not stand on
ceremony.” _

So both began to eat.

“ He is a fine sociable fellow, after
all,’ said Mr. Cock Robin.

The door opened, and in came a
little girl.

“ What's that r”’ cried Cock Robin
faintly to Limself.

The girl clapped ber hands for joy,
and ran toward him.

Up flew Mr. Cock Robin in a great
fright. He whisked past the looking-
gf&ss, and saw that the other robin was
badly scared also. Then he tried to
fly out of a closed window where there
were no blinds; but he only dashed
against some very hard kind of air that
hurt his sides. If he had been like
you he would have known that it was
window-glass, and not bard air.

“Poor birdie !” said the little gir,
as she threw open the window, “You
shall go out if you want to.”

In an instant, Ar. Cock Robin was
flying through the sunlight to his lite
tle wife.

“ Where have you been ?’ chirped
she, as he reached the nest.

“0, I've been on a visit,” said Mr
Cock Robin—and he told her all about
it.

Soon Mrs. Cock Robin said, softly,
“1 should like to see that other one.
Was he very handsome, my dear ¢”

“ Handsome !” cried Mr. Robin,
sharply. “ Handsome! Not all, my
dear—a very homely bird, indeed ! Yes,
ma’am—very bomely, ahd deaf as &
post.”

“ How dreadful !” sighed Mrs. Cock
Robin.—Morning Star.

— . -

THE RIVER PEDLER.

As he stood on the bank, looking ae
cross the misty gulf, uncertain what t0
do, he heard a dog bark. The sound
came from the water’s edge below, acd
only a few rods up the creek.

The moonhght slanted  down the
slope, and showed him some sort of
craft by the shore. At the farther end
of it, a warm glow—ruddier than the
moonlight, and confined to a
space—shone upon the bank and the

water. The thing looked to Jacob like

some gigantic lightning-bug.

——————

“® L 1 . 7
0 1'10 -~ sang he to himself
“ here is some one else. 1 must speak
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