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gitive horseman seemed to have prepared for

him by the position he had assumed. The horses,

however, came together with great violence ; and

Burton, discharging his pistol at random as he

encountered the spy, received at the same mo-

ment a pass through his belt and clothes, which

was only turned aside from his body by the

interposition of his sword-hilt ; while the guard

of the well-directed steel, striking him in the

breast with its full force, hurled him bodily to

the ground.

When Zacharie came up, he found his master

with difficulty remounting his horse, but his

antagonist was nowhere to be seen. Burton

rode slowly to his quarters, wondering at the

strange event which had just transpired, and

fatiguing his mind in conjectures as to the identity

of the stranger who had not only been a spy

upon him, but had also decidedly manifested a

hostile purpose : nor could he quite defend his

own fiery pursuit of one who had not crossed

his path, and at whom he had discharged his

pistol without certain provocation. This was


