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RUSSIANS COVERING GROUND AT RAPID PACE WILL 
SOON UNK UP WITH BRITISH AT KUT-EL-AMARA

S0L10H, EDIIEEÉT 
PORT, FILLS 10 BRITISH

Moviag Rapidly Over Bad Roads in Mesopotamia and Beating Down Enemy’s Resistance—Expect Soon to Get 
Behind Turkish Bagdad Army, Cut Enemy’s Communication and Co-operate With British Expedition 
Against Bagdad—Making Progress on Road to Trebizond.

FRENCH RECOVER PE OF 
THE GROUND IE LOSI

“POSITION ANXIOUS ONE,”
EARL KITCHENER SAYS IN 

APPEAL TO MARRED MEN
Retreating Army Overtaken and dut Down While 

Victors Find Large Quantities of War 
Supplies in Captured Town.

■s ora
10 CREDIT OF 

70 IMS

NUMBER WHO HAVE JOINED FOR GENERAL SER­
VICE DISAPPOINTING, BUT NO STEP WILL BE 
AVOIDED TO FIRST GET EVERY SINGLE MAN 
NOT NEEDED FOR NATIONAL WORK.

Crown Prince’s Army Pauses for Breath While Big 
Guns on Both Sides at Verdun Keep Up 

Violent Bombardment.

Miuhi Taken by British Under Gen. Smuts, Army Advances 
on Arusha Which is Reported to Have Been Evacuated 
by Terror Stricken Germans—A Striking Success.

GRITS FOUND 
III CARVELL A 

BROKEN REED

Ix>ndon, Mar. 15—Further progress 
for the British expeditionary force in 
the campaign against German East 
Africa was officially announced thia 
evening. The statement said that 
Gen. Jan Christian Smuts, in command 
of the force, had reported the occupa­
tion of Mushi, and that the British 
were pushing on to occupy Arusha, 
which was believed to have been 
evacuated.

Arthur H. Steel-Maitland, colonial 
under-secretary, at a meeting of the 
Overseas Force Club this evening, 
characterized Gen. Smuts’ advance as 
another striking success. He said the 
Germans, demoralized, were retreat­
ing southward.

The text of tihe statement reads:
"General Smuts reports: ‘Our troop» 

occupied Mushi the thirteenth of 
March, and are pushing on to occupy 
Arusha, which is believed to have 
been evacuated by the Germans.

“ 'The enemy appears to be retiring 
ralpdly southward. His movement» 
are greatly assisted by the Tanga 
railway. Numerous rivers in the area 
of operations have somewhat hinder­
ed our pursuit.

“ ‘Further evidence as to the severe 
defeat inflicted on the enemy at Kit- 
ovo is still being received. A search 
of the slopes of the hills, which are 
covered, with brush, has brought to 
light a great number of dead. Three 
machine guns and one gun which the 
enemy abandoned in his retreat were 
found.' "

Derby Believes Enough Unmarried Men Can be Secured, but 
to disorganize Munitions Works Would be Injustice to 
Married Men in the Trenches.

Huns in Latest Assault Won Important Positions Between 
Bethancourt and Cumieres — French Partially Offset 
Lose by Series of Fierce Counter-Attacks.

CLAMOR FOR PtACt GROWING IN GERMANY 
SPIES Of PEOPLE DROPPING RAPIDLY

the minister of munition» anil iivp Ad 
ml rally were considering the revision 
of the list of munition workers.

"The cabinet is talking the matter 
so seriously,’’ he continued, "that 1 
think they will secure all the single 
men they require for thje army.”

loiter on during hi» remark» be 
said:

"To disorganize munition work at 
present by withdrawing alt single men 
might be doing justice to the married 
men at home, but it might be dialling 
death to married and single men 
lighting at the front."

Lord DePby announced that women 
were now being provided for muni

London, March 15 (6.40 p. m.)—
Speaking on recruiting in the House 
of Lords this afternoon Secretary of 
War Kitchener earnestly appealed to 
the married men to come forward and 
join the ranks. “The position Is an 
anxious one." he said, "owing to the 
disappointing numbers which have 
joined for general service.'

"1 cordially endorse all that the 
Karl of Derby has d<me to obtain these 
men whom l have not the slightest 
doubt aie shall finally bring in," said 
Bari Kitchener, in addressing the 
House, "but this requires time. In 
the meanwhile we require men to train 
to meet the calculated requirements 
of the war. The married men who tton work at the rate of 15,000 enprjr 
liege a fleeted should realize that even month.

obtained all the single mien we 
anticipated we should secure ugder 
the group system and the Military 
Bervice Act, we shall still require a 
large number of married men within 
the next few months.

"Î therefore earnestly appeal to the 
married men who have attested to 
place their patriotism and tine national 
cause before any personal consider­
ation, and come forward wlthqut heel- 
tat Ion and join the ran he. The poel 
tion le an anxious one, owln* to the 

hare

To Finance Additional War 
Orders Placed in Canada 

During Next Two 
Months.

New York, March I 5.—A news agency despatch from 
Paris today says: That the desire for peace is rapidly in- 

ing.throughout Germany was the information brought 
to Paris today by Dr. Sidonia Paes, former Portugal minis­
ter to Germany, who was recalled when Germany declared 
war on Portugal.

“The spirite of the people are dropping rapidly," said 
ic conditions are very bad. "Hie recent

Relied on Him to Make a Case 
and He Failed Them.

creasi
EPOCH IN FINANCIAL 

HISTORY OF EMPIRE.
HIS CHARGES BUILT

MOSTLY ON RUMORSOffer Outcome of Conference 
CaBtil by Minister of Fin- 

* ance — Hon. Mr. White 

Writes Appreciation.

Dr, Paes.
issue of potato eàrcfe shows the desperate foqgl situation.
Prussia is the hardest hit of all the German states. The situ-

ou the recruiting problem, which hold, 
b dominent place in Great Britain at 
the present moment. He maintained 
that the govjerament had kept its 
pledgee to the married men, both in 
letter and In spirit. He then made 
the statement : "There are single men 
in the reserved occupations who 
should be in the army. There are air 

great many single mjen in other

Ottawa Fre* Press Declares 
Carvell's Attack on Shell 
Committee False and Ridic­

ulous.

ation there is positively painful."
Corbeaux wood, and on the height of 
Le Mort Homme, capturing more than 
1,000 prisoners.

Paris, Mar. 15—The communication 
issued by the war office tonight reads 
as follows:

"In Belgium effective fires have 
been directed' on the enemy trenches 
in the region of Hetsaa and Lange- 
marck.

"To the north of the Aisne we bom­
barded the outskirts of the Ville Aux 
Bol».

"In Champagne an attack launched 
by us on the German* positions south 
of St. Souplet enabled us to occupy 
an enemy trench and take some pris-

Tlie German Crown Prince’s army 
has apparently paused to take breath, 
or bring up reinforcements for a con­
tinuance of the advance against the 
Verdun fortress and its outlying do 
fenses. Meanwhile the big guns are 
exchanging shells at various points 
along the entire line from Belgium to 
the Vosges mountains.

The latest assault by. the German 
Infantry between Bethancourt and Cu- 
mlerea resulted in* the winning of im­
portant positions, but by counter-at­
tacks the French succeeded in retak­
ing a portion of the ground, and, ac­
cording to the official statement of 
the French war office, hold Bethan­
court, the height of Le Mort Homme, 
the village of Cumieres, and the south­
ern boundary of Cumieres wood, all 
positions of great strategic import­
ance.

To the east <?f Verdun there has 
been considerable activity around 
Vaux and Demloup, the fighting at 
close range is still in progressaround 
the eastern scopes of Fort Vaux, which 
for days past has been the object of 
the hardest fighting.

The French have taken a German 
trench south of St. Souplet, which in­
dicates that ini the Champagne region 
the contending forces are still endeav­
oring to take advantage of every op­
portunity to strengthen their lines.

Advices from Petrograd describe re­
markable progress in Persia of the 
Russian troops, who are moving 
swiftly over difficult roads and in the 
face of considerable opposition to­
wards the Mesopotamian! frontier, 
where shortly they expect to be in 
touch with the British force# at Kut- 
El-Amara and the relieving column 
under Generals Lake and Aylmer. The 
Russians are now said to be within 
fifty miles of the. last difficult pass, 
which will place them in the rear of 
the Turkish Bagdad army, and their 
object is to cut the railway to the 
north, thereby preventing the Turkish 
army from receiving supplies, and co­
operate with the British againet Bag*

Ottawa» Mar. 15—A war credit of 
eeventy-flve million dollars for the 
purpose of financing additional muni­
tion orders placed by the imperial 
government in Canada durlhg tihe next 
two months has been offered by the 
chartered banks. With the credit of 
fifty million established last fall from 
proceeds of the domestic war loan, 
the total is thus brought up $125,- 
000,000.
amounting to twenty million dollar! 
have reached tihe Imperial Munitions 
Board during the past two weeks in 
anticipation of the creation of the new 
credit.
means that the banks will advance the 
money required from time to time for 
the purchase of munitions and will be 
repaid In due course out of the Impe­
rial treasury. Negotiation» to this 
end (have been proceeding for some 
time past between the Canadian Bank­
ers' Association, Mr. J. W. Flavelle, 
chairman of the Imperial Munitions 
Board, and the Minister of Finance. 
Several conferences were held during 
the past three weeks.

The proposals mow made by the 
Canadian bankers date back to a con­
ference called by the Minister of 
Finance in December last when the 
Dominion government placed to the 
credit of tihe imperial treasury fifty 
million dollars of the Canadian war 
loan. At that time the banks were 
engaged in financing the crop move­
ment but It was understood that in 
the spring the matter would be taken 
up again with a view to establishing 
a credit such as has now been arrang­
ed for.

The Minister of Finance has writ­
ten tihe president of the Bankers’ As­
sociation expressing the appreciation 
of the government and of the minister 
of the patriotic spirit actuating the 
members of the association In making 
the offer, which will mean so much to 
the successful prosecution of the war 
by reason! of the added supply of mu­
nitions, to the industries of Canada 
and to the cause of imperial unity tfffd 
solidarity. In hie letter the minister 
observed that it was a matter of great 
pride to him that the banks of Can­
ada find themselves able to contrib­
ute so large a sum to assist la impe­
rial financing In the Dominion. The 
two transactions, namely, the estab­
lishment of tihe credit of fifty million 
dollars by the Dominion government 
and the present credit of seventy-five 
million dollars, making a total of one 
hundred and twenty-five million dol­
lars, mark an epoch In the financial 
history of the empire.

so a
industries who have not come for 
ward. The government is taking 
every possible step to find the men 
and compel them to Join the army.”

Mr. Dong afterwards dealt with the 
general policy of the Allies, saying: 
"The alliance Is stronger, more endur 
ing and more real today than it ha.i 
ever been. Th|e relations between our 
great allies -and ourselves give us 
the fullest confidence that not Only 
to the end of this bitter struggle shall 
wje stand shoulder to shoulder as one 
nation, but when it is over, and we 
have won the great victory, and peace 

restored our alliance of

Special to The Standard.
Ottawa, March 15.—That F. B. Car- 

veil, in his attack upon the shell com­
mittee was inaccurate and false, and 
that his statements were ridiculous, is 
the statement of the Ottawa Free 
Press tonight.

The Free Press is the Liberal organ 
in Ottawa. It says:

"It 1» not difficult even, for a layman 
to imagine the feelings cl a barrister 
of high reputation who discovers in 
court that the'brief with which he has 
been supplied is, in essential 'particu­
lars, Inacourate and false. In such a 
case the lawyer invariably throws up 
his brief and his clients have to get a 
new advocate. #Thcre must have been 
some Liberals In 
mons last might with similar feelings 
when it was brought home to them 
that a very considerable part of the 
brief prepared toy iMr Carvell In con­
nection with the attack upon the -Bert­
ram Shell Committee -had no founda­
tion in fact.

"A .parliamentary party it must be 
remembered operates like any business 
organization. When In caucus or in 
other conferences it is decided to take 
u.p a certain line of policy, individuals 
are named to prepare the ‘brief—to dig 
up evidence. To avoid wasted energy 
and duplication, this work is concen­
trated. The material thus provided is 
then at the disposal of all who subse­
quently take part In the debate. Of 
necessity, they often have to rely on 
accuracy of that material, in tihe mat­
ter of the Bertram Shell Committee, 
the original accusations in parliament 
were founded almost entirely upon 
statements that bad appeared from 
time to time in the newspapers and an 
analysis of these various statements 
went to show that they had one com­
mon source. Newspapers in Winni­
peg, Toronto, Ottawa and Montreal 
made assertions In varying form, but 
all founded on Information sent out by 
journalists in Ottawa more or lees in 
touch with each other. Then Mr. Car* 
veil was assigned to provide further 
and more detailed evidence, and with 
his characteristic energy and -party 
zeal, he went at the task. Upon *tha 
evidence he produced presumably the 
party decided to press for an investi­
gation and Sir Wilfrid I^aurier moved 
the resolution Sir Wilfrid's speech 
was general in character, moderate in 
tone amd expression. He had been 
provided with evidence that seemed to 
him and his party to d 
mediate enquiry which the Prime Min­
ister refused. Then came Mr. Carvell 
with his details. In a speech of much 
power, he made a series of detailed 
charges that were warranted to shake 
the confidence of those who toad

disappointing numbers which 
joined for general service, but we shall 
take every step we possibly can :o 
secure single men, and we shall not 
rest In -this endeavor until we have 
secured all the single men who cannot 
really be said to be indispensable to 
the national interest"

Egyptian Port on the Mediterranean 
Captured.

London, Mar. 15—The secretary of 
war tonight issued the following an­
nouncement:

The force under Major Gen. Peyton 
yesterday re-occupied Solium, the 
Egyptian frontier port on the Medi­
terranean, near the Tripoli frontier, 
which was evacuated by the British 
last December. The enemy, on the 
thirteenth, blew up their ammunition 
stores, and on ttie fourteenth only 
offered slight resistance.

“The retreating enemy was success­
fully pursued by armed motor cars and 
cavalry and camel corps, with the re­
sult that twenty-six prisoners, includ­
ing three officers, and three guns and 
nine raachinq guns, were captured. 
About fifty of the enemy, including 
three officers, were killed. Their 
camp is now’in our hands.

"A quantity of gun ammunition! and 
over a quarter of a million rounds ofl 
rifle ammunition and nearly one hun­
dred rifles were destroyed."

In Mesopotamia.
London, March 15 (7.55 p. m.)—The 

following British official communica­
tion concerning the Mesopotamian 
operations was issued tonight:

“General l>ake reports that on 
March 10 information was received by 
the Tigris Corps that the Turks had 
oc cupied an advanced position on the 
Tigris. A column was sent before 
dawn on the eleventh to turn the 
enemy out. Infantry assaulted tihe po- 
eltion and bayonetted a considerable 
number of Turks. Th|e column then 
withdrew with two officers and fifteen 
men prisoners. There have been no 
further developments."

New munitions orders

Derby Confident.
The Bari of Derby, in replying V» 

a question in the House of lvords to 
day, dealt with the recruiting situation 
He admitted that as time progressed 
it was evident that the reserved occu 
patione was the cause of the shortage 
in enlistments of single men, and he 
eald he was authorised to etate that

French Win a Trench.
"West of the Meuse the bombard­

ment perceptibly slackened during the 
course of the day on the Bethancourt 
Cumieres front, wfliere no infantry ac­
tion was reported.

“On the right bank there has beep 
considerable activity in the region of 
Vaux and Damloup. Skirmishes with 
grenades have been fought tiy our 
advanced groups on the slopes east of 
Fort Vaux.

"In the Woevre the villages at the 
foot of tihe Meuse hills have been bom­
barded. Our artillery was very active 
along the whole front, especially in 
the neighborhood of the Bois De Wav- 
rille, where an artillery convoy was 
dispersed, and in the neighborhood of 
Moulin and Hannoncelles, north of 
Fresmes-Bn-Woevre, where our firs 
caused a powerful explosion In a Ger­
man battery."

The pelgiam communication reads:
"Except for a reciprocal bombard­

ment in tihe region north of Pervyse 
there is nothing to report"

On British Front
Loudon, March 15 (10.48)—The Brit 

rib official statement on the campaign 
In France and Belgium, issued tonight 
follows:

"Last night our troops carried out 
a small raid southeast of Verioren- 
hoek, with 
there haa been artillery activity by 
both sides about Huttnch, Ploegsteprt 
and Ypres.

"There waa also considerable aerial 
activity ; many combats took place. A 
determined attach on one of our recon­
naissances was driven off. A hostile 
observation balloon was forced to de­
scend when attacked with bombs.”

The arrangement simply

has been
friendship and affection will not be 
en died, but will remain forever, as 
proof that we stood together as a com­
mon people and fought as one nation." the House of Com-

SAW BRITISH WARSHIPS 
(SINK HUN SUBMARINE 

OFF COAST SCOTLAND
Burgees did not learn, and had almost 
overhauled her when two British des­
troyers came out from port, and after 
a battle lasting several minutes suc­
ceeded in destroying the submarine.

Captain Burgess said his vessel nar­
rowly missed striking a number of 
floating mines. He reported the mines 
to a British paired boat and they were 
destroyed.

Mobile, Ala., March 15.—Captain 
the American schooner,Burgess, of 

Gypsum, in today from Shllloth, Eng­
land, said he witnessed the destruc­
tion of a German submarine by Bri­
tish warships off the coast of Scotland, 
while his vessel was lying at anchor 

the mouth of the Clyde. Thenear
submarine was in pursuit of a passen­
ger liner, the name of which Captain

the house. Nearly all the writs four 
years ago were returnable June t, and 
on that showing it was this date on 
which the term of the legislature will 
expire, but In one case at least the 
date had been as early as March 14. 
The opposition, when the clock struck 
midnight, claimed the life of the pre­
sent house had expired. At 12.15 this 
morning the reading of the extension 
bill waa paesed to cover up any pos­
sible defect and make the dates for 
all members June 1. The bill became 
law this afternoon.

IE IF 1. C. dad. tisfying results. TodayIn their advance against the Turks 
along the Black Sea littoral towards 
Trebizond the Russians have captured 
additional Turkish officers and 
and two machine guns. A British col­
umn has attacked an advanced posi­
tion of the Turks . 
bayonetted a considerable number of 
the Turks and captured others.

In the Austro-Italian zone the Ital­
ians are vigorously shelling Austrian 
positions, and here and there throw­
ing their infantry into the fray. No 
marked change in the lines has oc­
curred, however.

hitherto been strong supporters 
of the Bertram Shell Commit­
tee. Trusting In the accuracy 
of Mr. Carvell it is not -surprising ^hat 
the Liberal .party felt animated by a 
public duty to follow up the charges.

Resting on Broken Reed.
"But last night, Hon. Arthur Meig- 

then, speaking from the facts supplied 
him by the Imperial Munition Board, 
the ‘successors of the Bertram Shell 
Committee, was able to prove beyond 
peradventure that a great deal of the 
information presented toy iMt. Carvell 
was Inaccurate and false, some of it so 
]'Daccurate as to make Mr. Carvell’» 
statements thereon appear ridiculous. 
True, the Solicitor General did uot^ 

(Continued on page 2.)

iEXTMDED Mesopotamia,

J.LEEUF5Î.SI 
SLIGHTLY IOUIIEO

Victoria, B. C., March 15,—At four- 
thirty o’clock this afternoon the Lieu­
tenant Governor came to the house, 
lh session, and assented to the bill 
IfcAsed between midnight »nd one 
o^clock this morning extending the 
life of parliament until June. 1. This 
bill, which was designed to correct a 
technical error in the date of the re 
turns of the writs of the election of 
four years ago, was passed, in spite 
of the strenuous opposition of the two 
Liberal and two Socialist members of

NO FREE TRADE 
WITH GERMANY 

AFTER THE WAR
1,000 Prisoners Taken, Berlin 8aye.
Berlin, March 15, via l^ondon, 3.50 

p. m.—Important gains for the Ger­
mans in the Verdun fighting west of 
the Meuse were announced today by 
the war office. It is said the Germans 
lushed forward their line» wmi el,

Manchester, Eng., Mar. 15—’tfhe 
election! of directors of the Manchest­
er Chamber of Commerce today, re­
sulted in the return of eighteen out of 
twenty-two directors who are definite­
ly committed to the policy of no free 
trade with Germany after the war. x

Murto Occupied by French.
Ijondon, March 16.—French troops 

have occupied the island of Murto, 
which lies to the north of Paxo Island, 
off the coast of Epirus.

Ottawa, March 16.—The only New 
Brunswick men in the midnight casu­
alty Mst is James L. Daly, 8t. Patrick 
street. St. John. N. B., who Is report­
ed slightly wounded.
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