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FREDERICTON, Feb. :24.—After re-
cess on Wednesday evening the bud-
get debate was continued by

DR. ALWARD,
who said that he had listened with
much pileasure to the courteous man-
ner in which the provincial secretary
had delivered his address. The gov-
ernment was here to defend their pol-
icy before the house and country; the
opposition was here to keep watch
and prevent as far as possible un-
necessary extravagance, He (Al-
ward) had to thank the provincial
secretary for the readiness with which
he had supplied any information ask-
ed for and for the fact that he seem-
ed to have no disposition to -cloak or
cover up the facts, but only to make
a fair exposition of the tramsactions
of the government -as he understood

them. The hon. member seemed to
pride himself on the fact that there
was a surplus of $18,000 on current re-
venue, but he had not laid so much
stress on the fact that there was an
over -expenditure on public works ac-
count . of more than §20,000. greater
than it was last year. The house need
not trouble itself with inquiring as to
what was really the exact deficit for
the year. The regl question was:
What was our financial position? Did
we stand in a better financial position
than we did a year ago? He (Alward)
contended that we had gone behind
cn the year’s opcerations. 'The mnet
debt was $114,508 greater than it was
last 7ear. The bonded indebtedness
of the country was now over $3,000,000.
The provincial secreétary had refer-
red to Nova Scotia and had ‘claimed
that in the line of controllable expen-
diture Nova ‘Scotia was far more ex-
travagaat ‘than New Brunswick: He
(Alward) did not think the hon. gen-
tleman “wilfully intended to deceive
himself/ The hon. gentleman had
claimed ‘that upon econtrollable expen-
diture there was a difference in favor
of this province of $47,081.26, and that
statement was greeted with cheers by
the supporters of the government. He
(Alward) had gone carefully through
the miscellaneous expenditures of the
bvrovince of Nova Scotia' and foiind
that they amounted to $33,089.75. These
miscellaneous expenses of the prov-
ince of .Nova 'Scotia the proyincial sec-
retary had compared with the contin-
gent expenses of this' province and
their legislative expenses with ours. |
But out of ‘this $33,089 should come an |
appropriation for special roads, which
was not in ‘our contingent account,
amounting to $1,793.92; for board of
health, $883.50; for eiection expenses,
£10,361.54, and@ grants to gocieties, $3,-
900, the totdl of these amounts being
$16,938, which cut down the figures put
forward by the provincial secretary
by just about one half. Turning to
the legislative expenses, a large num-
ber of items would be found in the
Nova Scotia account which did not
appear in ours. Adding all the con-
trollatle -expenditure together, the |
vrovincial ‘secretary claimed that the
total for Nova Scotia was $130,902.65, or
nearly $50;000 more than was paid by
this province for the same service last
year. That was a most misleading
statement. To the New Brunswick
account should be added, for adminis-
.tration of justice, $17,617.16; for audi-
tor general, $2,300; for contingencies,
§15,038.63; for executive government,
$31,278.03; legislation, $20,953.20; mining,
$4,916.94; protection of crown lands,
$180; public printing, $11,756.58 (which
was . not really . the whole amount),
stumpage . collection’ $10,200; surveys
and railway inspection, $6,679; unfor-
seen expenses, $2,415.91; publie' build-
ings and government house, $8,223.09,
amounting in all to $128:989, as against
$130,902 in ‘Nowa Scotia. (Hear, hear.)
Could any proposition be more absurd |
or untenable than that of the pro- |
vincial secretary when he said that
our charges were a mere bagatelle as
¢ompared with those of the sister pro- |
vinee? ' With ‘respect to the charges
for criminal prosecutions, Dr. Alward b
said it should be borne in mind that |
Nova ' Scotia had 'a population 130,000
greater than ours, and of course the
cost of criminal prosecution would be
proportionately ! greater. He would
point out to the provincial secretary
that the net debt of the province of |
Nova Scotia, corrupt and extravagant
though the government may have |
been, was considerably more than |
$100,000 less than that of this prov- !
ince, though their population was so
much larger, and yet the provincial
secretary took credit to himself that
ithe credit of this province never stood |
80 high. He said we were Just getting

& out of the woods—just getting out of

ithe darkness.  Well might he say: |
‘Lead, kindly light, amid the encire- !
ding gloom.”

of the depths to which this province |
had sunk financially in the past four-
teen years.

| to Ottawa for relief, and their auton-

! ment claiming such property as as-

He (Alward) trusted cent. that of New Brunswick had in-
that the light of convietion would lead C(Te28ed over 328 per cent, (H
: the hon. gentleman on to a height hear)) Dr. Alward sa.!d that he would.

from which he would have a true view 24 the resolution passed at the
i Ottawa in June, 1888, for the benefit

one of the delegates—lest he forget—

* | public debt of the dominion, the fact
i was that though the debt of the dom-

rate, that of the province was increas-

that ‘the policy of the various states
of the neighboring republic was to de-

and state in onder to make it a cheap
country to live in for the immigrants
they ‘were desirous of attracting to
live in their midst.” If was all very
well  for the government of . New

| Dy faibiniiaerny - doe v o

further reduced ¢o 2 1-2. At the time
of confederation the Dominion of Can-

ade was paying interest on different |

sums from 7 to 4 per cent. Today the

rate of interest as far as the domin-

ion was concerned, ‘varied from 6 to
2 1-2 per cent. The average rate of
interest as far as'the Dominion of

Canada was coacerned was in' 1867, i
5.21; in 1897 it“was 3.51. 'The hon.

premier in ‘this same speech said that .
economy and retrenchment would be |

dhe study of the government. He (Al- !
ward) hoped that they would prove '
diligent amd faithful st nis. . He
hoeped the: government would put’ in
practice ithese high<sounding prom-
ises. He hoped they would bring forth
fruit meet for repentance. He would
call upon them to abolish the office
of solicitor general. It was now va-
cant, and he trusted the government
would not keep it dangling before the
eyes of theéir supporters. He would
also call upon 'them to dispense with
the office of law clerk upon the retire-
menit of the present incumbent.

Hon. Mr. Emmerson—That is what :
we are thinking of doing.

Dr. ‘Alward—Well, aict upon it..

Hon. Mr. Emmerson—Well, do you !
know I bhawve seriously~an idea of try-
ing it. . SN i i

Dr. Alward said it wag absurd to caill !

was a government of lawyers—wolves
in sheep’s clothing. ! Amnother chance
the government had to économize was !
to get the public printing done by ten- |
der, &8 it was done in the province of :
Nove: Scotia. In that way a sum of
$4,000 or $5,000 could be saved.

Continuing, Dr. Alward ~said the
state of our finances was truly in a
deplorable condition. Hon. members
would doubtless say that the opposi-
tion were harping on the same old
gtring, but it was necessary to iterate
and reiterate—*“lest we forget; lest we
forget.” (Laughter.) Bonds yearly
issued for what purpose ? Ostensibly
for the .comstruction of permanent
bridges, but really to tide over the
ever widening chasm between receipts
and expenditures. (Hear, hear.) It
was easy to govern a country when all
the provincial secretary had to do was
to skt in his office end issue deben-
tures, but the day would come when
stress would be brought to bear on the
people of this province by this in-
Jurious system of borrowing. Either
we must economise or resort to direct
taxation. 'When would the high tide
water of indebtedness be reached ?
Year after year we were going deeper
inte debt. In the last year the bond-
od debt had dncreased $119,500- and the
pet debt $114,517, and yet the prov-
incial secretary said we were getting
out of the woods, The waccounts of
the province of Nova Sootia, to which
the provincial secretary had referred
showed the .met debt to be $2,303,932,
while the met debt of this province
was $2,488,577.  The met debt of Nova
Scotéa per hsad of population was
$4.86, while that of New Brumswick
was $7.42, (Hear, hear.) The prov-
incial secretiary had said that we had
expended more on raflways than Nova
Scotia; and that was true, but Nova
Scotia had spent on the construction
of permanent bridges $1,527,0707,

+ Hon. Mr. Emmerson—How much ‘on
roads ?

Dr, Alward—I cannot say.

Hon. Mr. Emmerson—I can tell you,
Retween half a milldon and a million
of borrowed wioney.,

Dr. Alward, continuing, said  thaft
the provinoce of Quebec had taken the
alarm and at a banquet speech deliv-
ered by Premier Marchand in Janu-
ary, 1896, he ‘saild that it was time to
stop or €lse they would have to go

g ol "It | ous prosivation or tmaria oF rhetnatiog
this an agricultural St It | e v 4% ; It matters
¥
i
|

omy would be lost as well as their
pleasant condition in federation. This
province was following the course of
Quebec, mot with faltering ‘steps, but
close upon the heels of that province.
He (Alward) was struck with the
originality -of the provincial secretary
in placing n the auditor general’s re-
port as assets of the province; 7,000,000
acres of public lands and  $350,000 for
public buildings. . Next year the hon-
orable gentleman ‘would doubtless
shove, the item up higher in the eolumn
and wipe out the indebtedness alto-
gether.

Did anyone ever hear of a govern-

sets? New Brunswick had drawn up-
on its account at Oftawa to the ex--
tent of $182,000, while Nova Scotia had
in the same period added to its ac-
count at Ottawa, drawing five per
cent. Since 1884 the province had,
without the slightest = pausé, plunged
deeper and deeper  in debt, from a
total of $757,696 in that year to $2,-
4888,677 at the énd ‘of the fiscal year of
1897, an average increase in the debt
of $123,634 per. year. In the same per-
iod .the debt of the Dominion of Can-
ada had increased from $182,161,850 to
$61,538,696, so that while the 'debt of
the dominion had increased 43 per

(Hear,

meeting of the liberal party, held at
of the premier (Emmerson) who was

lest he forget.

Hon. Mr. Tweedie — Almighty voice!
(Laughter.) :

Dr. Alward said that while the pre-
Inier at that Ottawa convention had
denounced the large increase in the.

inion was increasing at a moderate
ing at a Gilpin rate of speed. He
quoted at length statistics showing

crease their debt, municipal, county

‘ the morning and du

i ‘wakes up and finds himself sick abed.
i Then he will send for a doctor and find out

,N! _ N B., A v

A man who neglects his health is sailing
his craft of life in d ous seas. He
£annot too soon awaken t6 the fact that he
w8 imperiling ‘his most precious endow-
ment. “All the wealth in the world, all the
power in the woyld, all the pleasure in the
world, all the love and poetry and music
and nobility and beauty are but dust in the
mouth of the man who has lost his health.

Keeping healthy means looking after the
disorders that ninety-nine men in a hun-
dred neglect. You cannot get the average,
every-day man to believe that indigestion
or biliousness, or costiveness or headache
or loss of sleep or apfpetite, ‘or-shakiness in

Iness through the day
amount to much anyway. He will ‘‘ pooh,
pooh’ at you, until some morning he

to his surprise that all these disorders have
been but the danger signals of a big malady
that has robbed him of his health, possibly

er. It may be consumption or nerv-

e blood or skin dises

not, they.all have ti:ir inception in the
same neglected disorders. Dr. Pierce’s
Golden Medical Discovery makes the ap-
petite keen, the digestion perfect, the liver
active, the blood pure, the nerves steady
and gives sound and refreshing sleep, It
is the great blood-maker and flesh-builder.
It cures 98 per cent. of all cases of con.
sumption., In fact bronchial, throat and
lung affections generally yield tot. Med-
icine stores sell it '

One or two at bedtime cure constipation
—Dr. Pierce’s Pleasant Pellets. They regu-
late and invigorate the stomach, liver and
bowels. By all medicine dealers,

continued. He would urge upon the
government of the day to put a stop
to this adding to the public indebted-
ness and adopt the policy which had
been followed in the United States of
reducing the indebtedness in every
possible way. The world should know
that this is a cheap country in which |
to live and that as soon as they land

their slender means taxed, and then
the waste places of the province
would soon be filled by the very best
class of immigrants: The government
would say that this style of argu-
ment' was decrying the country. To
tell the truth was not to decry the
country. It was the duty of our pub-
lic men, especially those charged with
the responsibility of administration,
to tell the exact truth and not seek
to boister up ‘their position by resort-
ing to, fallacies. The premier of thé
province had mnow a splendid oppor-
tunity. He was now a young man, in
the prime of life, and backed by a fol-
lowing of which any nan might well
feel 'proud. If he would break up
from his past associations  and no
longer hark back upon past records,
but strike out a new course for him-
self. and adopt a policy of retrench-
ment and economy, with a sincere and.

the province, he would find as Hearty
a support on this side of the house as
among his own immediate following.
(Applause.)

Hon, Mr, White followed, speaking
at some length.

FREDERICTON, N. B., Feb. 24—
" This afternoon, on motion of Hon. Mr.
BEmmerson, : Tule 15 of the rules and
practices of fthe house was amended

given some days ago.

Dr. Alward presenited’ petition =~ of
Mayor Robertson, Judge Forbes, An-
drew Blair and 700 others, residents of
St. John, against ithe bill relating to
the science of method knmown as os-
teopathy.

The budget debate was resumed by
Mr. Pitts. He saild that following as
he did the hon. @itorney general in
this debate, it might be expected that
he would be the attorney general in
the new governmenit,

Hon. Mr, Emmerson—You will have
time’ enough to study law. (Laugh-
ter).

Mr. Pitts said he thought he was en-
titled to the title of “Queen’s counsel”
in view of his legal victory over ‘the
ex-attorney general and present min-
ister of raiways (Blair).  (Laughter.)
He felt somewhat disappointed that
the government in their bill respecting
Queen's counsel had not made pro-
vision for him in this regard. (Laugh-
ter.) He thought that as a member
of the opposition he (Pifts) could not
be aiccused of want of interest in the
business before this house. During the
six years that he had been a member,
no member .of the house had been
more frequently in his seat or given
more attention to the procdedings of
the house. The hon. provinocial secre-
tary, it was true, was 'somewhat under
the weather from @ health standpoint
and perhaps could mot be expected to
make his statement with that enthu-
slasm which generaily is characteris-
tic of him. It was evident, however,
that the provincial secretary was no
good as an official of the government.
His (Tweedie’s) place was as 4 mem-
ber of the" opposition, where he had
rendered vallant services to the coun- 1

collapsed afitér the speéch of the hon.
mednber for York (Black);, he (Pitits)
bad great amusement.  He had gome
over to the hon. provincial secretary’s
place and in his e¢hat with that hon.
gentleman about: the collapse of ' the
debate, he had latghed ~ untll  he
thought his sides would split over ‘the
turn affairs had faken, and as for the
provincial secretary, he simply -
ed until his complexion ran dm
cheeks. (Great laughter.)! The speech
of the hon. attorney general oceupied
four and a half hours, and the best
part of it was ocoupied in reading the
Speeches of the leader of the opposi-
tion. He wag glad %o hear the pro-

Brunswick to exploit their immigra-

> tion policy. If they wished to attract |
% | immigrants ' they shonld ‘stop  their |
.| Teckless -extravagance. . The govern- |
raent yrofessed a great solicitude roré
the farmers, but their object was to
| blingd the farmers to the real situa-

18048 i e Geale oy | tion, so that they would

nsil ;:)mggma !n Canada,
Id in 8t. John by all respo;
5 and W. C. Wiison, !:.Mb

.| readily accept direct taxation, which |
4 Would soon come upon them if the !
‘Present course of - affairs was long

Vincial eecretary acknowledge that
there was a debt at all. The provin-
clal secretary seemed to be making an ;
excuse for the increase in the debt by |
reason of the government having so
many hangers on to look after. The
government ought to be able to say,

the demands

in accordance with the térme of nottice |

; tiq(ad .o remain unpaid.

it would he:

';1“been7&itmudnot-beed“¢ot

more received for territorial revenue
than had been estimated. 'The pro-
vincial secretary haed . gone into a
lengthy compartison as: to the cost of
public printing end other so ocalled
controllable  expenditures in  Nowva
Scotia and New Brunswick, and he
had exhibited to the some books
of only & few pages to show that the
réports of Nova Scotla were insignifi-
cant as compared with ithose of New
Brunswick, but the government of
New Brunswick might learn this les-
son from the methods of Nova Scotia
in this regard, and that was to omit
from their reports all useless ‘matter.
The greater portion of the board of
works repont and of ' the crowm land de-
" partmenit report might be included in
the auditor general’s report. He read
from the board of health report, and
claimed that a good deal of its con-
tents contained no information of pub-
lic interest. Right ocases of measles
‘are referred to in the report printed
by the board of health in this prov-
ince, and the reference to these eight
cases of measles cost the province
Just $40. Of course such printing was
orly @& sop for the printers. The Fred-
ericton Herald got $6,000 and in addi-
tion to' that its editor was one of the
engrossing clerks of the house. The
St. 'John Gagzette aiso drew a large
sum, including $60 for night work. He
‘would like to know what kind bf night
work had been done for which the
Gazette had been paid $60. '(Laugh-
ter.) Then #there was the sum of
$1,200' paid 'a gentleman pretty close
to the provincial secretary for print-
ing the agriculitural report. The same
gentleman got $800 as a salary and
$183 for ‘putting fish into Loch IL.o-
mond. Then there was two hundred
and odd dolars paid for an illustrated
edition of the Toronto Globé, the prin-
<¢ipal feature in connedtion 'with which
was & picture of the members of the
executive. The sum of $3,000 hald been
.pald for ‘the travelling expenses of
amembers of the executive last year.

“ Dr. Stockton—Nearer $5,000.

Mr. Pitts—The travielling expenses
of the chief ‘commissioner amounted
to 3900, and the surveyor general got
$760 for travelling expenses, besides
*another $150 paid for the same thing.
Mr. 'Liockhart—Yes, and $250 besides

upon our shores they will not find pghat, too.

- Mr.  Pitts—That would bring the

b travelling expenses of the surveyor

general up to about $1,200 last year.
That was too much and they should
be scaled down. The policy of this
government seemed to be to get some
Scandinavians to settle in the coun-
iry. He agreed with the statément
that one native born New Brunswick-
er was worth three foreigners to the
country, and if there was fess ced
tape in connection with the machinery
of government New . Brunswickers
might be induced to settle on . the
lands of the country and. in this way
be. kept from. leaving the province. The
large sum paid for interest, nearly
one-fifth of the whole income of  the
province, was a matter of - serious
concern and one which required the
earnest consideration of the house. He

Jhaving paid the $500 voted in connec-

resolute desire to raise the status ‘of [*tjon with the Indian famine fund, and

said. that the provincial, secretary’s
reason for not having paid over the
money ‘was a very poor one. He did
not think the government estimate of
$155,000 for territorial revenue this
year would be realized,. and he said
the government were not warranted
in ‘making any such estimate. -

Hon. Mr. Tweedie—The estimate ig
$25,000. less than we received last year.

Mr. Pitts—If the :methods of this
government be continued taxes will be
imposed ‘on the farmers and mechan-
fes of the country. :

Hon. ' Mr. Tweedie—Your scheme
wottld: be to sell the bonds of the pro-
vince at a much lower figure than we
{Yeceive for them. -*

Mr. Pitts said the opposition was as
loyal as any one on the other side of
jthe house.. He had always done what
he could to keep up the credit of the
iprovince, both at home and abroad.

Hon. Mr. Tweedie—That is not what
is ' sald of your speech in Glasgow.
{They say it was chock full of loyalty
and wind.

Mr. Pitts—My trip did to the old
country did not cost the province $4,-
000, as Mr. Blair’s trip did.

-Mr. Tweedie—No doubt you did your
best.

Mr. Pitts—Yes, I did my best, and
my best was as good as your best to
beconie the leader of this 'govern-
ment. (Laughter.) The provincial
secretary had tried to make it appear
that there was a surplus on last year’s
operations, when we all knew that if
the government’s bills were paid—if
the bills in connection with the roads
and. bridges were paid—there could
be shown to be not a surplus but a
deficit. J

Hon. My. Emmerson—What bills are
mot paid in connection with my de-

PATEMeRtT .. -0 s N REL
{ Mr. Pitts—Will the chief commis-
£ioner say that people are not run-
ning after the department for bills
which they cannot get—bills in con-
nection with work done sSome time
ago. :

Hon. Mr. Emmerson—I desire to say
that there have been no such claims

try in years past. When the debate | s spcken of by the hon. gentleman.

No accounts for work done and cer-
mnpa There have
been no applications therefor as spo-
ken of by the hon. member in respect
to unpaid bills. ‘
Mr. Pitts—Is Mr. Cliff’s bill paid in
Kingsclear. T ;. W
, Hon. Mr. Emmerson—I never heard
of Mr, CHff having any bill that was

' not paid. e

Mr. Pitts—It may be the chief com-
missioner has not heard of it.

Hon. Mr, Emmerson—Now, that is
a ‘very likely story. . Of course it would
be impossible for anybody to have an
unpail claim against the government
without myself, as head of the de-
fta:rtment. knowing something about

Mr. Pitts=~Will the hon. member say
that there are no unpaid bills- from
Sunbury county? -
Ziv. Mortow-—Whose bills are there
that have not been paid?

Mr. . Pitts—Is the Oromocto bridge.
all paid for? ; B4
- Mr. “Morrow-The ac¢counts of that

ed.  The provin-
m.mwvhmd,pﬂdedhhmeumn

bridge are not all in,

condemned the government for - mot |

. ure might aﬂerwudg ‘present

ant
~ing much for the 1678 Was an idle
one, As a matter of fact they were
paying less by a thousand dollars for
agriculture this year than last. Any
apparent interest in the farmers was
the result of action by the farmers
themsclves and of the Good Roads As-
sociation, and if the Good Roads As-
sociation can prevent the boodling of
the public money and haye it spent on
the roads they will' have accomplished
much in’ the interegt of the public.
Mr. Pitts said an effort had been
made to misrepresent the position of
the opposition in regard to the sale of
the bonds.  The opposition had not
found fault with th egovernment for
not selling at the highest figure at
first received. What they found fault
with was the methods of the govern-
ment. in dealing’ with that sale of
bonds. - That was what the bankers
found fault with the government for
the attorney general had seemed anx-
ious to score a point over the fact
that. the Bank of British North Am-
erica had purchased our bonds, that
bank knowing all about the affairs of
the government, he (Pitts) desired to
say that the very fact that that bank
did get the bonds was rather sugges-
tive that it had some pointers from
the government.
The opposition are glad that the prov-
ince got such a. good price for . its
bonds. - 'We are tired of being told that
because we are criticizing the govern-
ment for its umbusiness-like methods;
that tHerefore we are disloyal to.the
country. In that connection he was
remained of the utterances of a
preacher who had made .some reck-
less statements from his pulpit and
who was answered by an old lady who
occupled a back seat With the state-
ment, “Thank God that’s a lie.” He
would say, “Thank God, # was a lie,”
the statement of the government and
its supporters that the opposition were
disloyal. The pame of the leader of
the opposition was synonymous with
loyalty, and among his supponters
were men who were connected with
the loyalists, No more loyal people’
were to be found in New Brunswick
than those in the ranks of the oppo-
sitlon. - The opposition were here to
look after the interests mnot only of
the province, but of the whole domin-
ion. The opposition had been taunt-
ed with the smallness of their num-
bers, and with what was called their
want. of success. If success was to be
gained by violation of every principle,
then he would rather prove a failure
in the performance of his duty tham
succeed by a violation of the prin-
ciples, and in this connection he would
quote the following regarding failure
or success:
He falls who climbs to power and place
Up the pathway of disgrace. ;
He fails not who makes true his cause,
Nor bends to win'the crowds’ applause.
He falls not he who stakes his all
Upon the right and dares to fall.

;Vhit thought the living bless or blame,
'or him the long success of fame,

The ' debate was continued by
Messrsr, Wells, Pinder,, Osman and
Howe; the latter having the floor at
8 o'clock, when the debate was ad-
Journed  till  tomeorrow. .

The house: adjourned,

FREDERICTON, - Feb. 25 — Mr

' Wells presented 'a repont from the

standing rules committee.

Mpr. Carpenter introduced a bill re-
lating to ‘the Free Christian Baptist
general conference of New Brunswick
and to change the name thereof to the
Free Baptist general conference of
New Brunswick. / Stk

Mr. Pinder presented the petition of
the York county’council, praying that
the Highway act of 1896 may be re-
pealed, and the Highway act of 1386
re-enacted, | with 'such additional : pro-
visions as may be ‘deemed visable.

Mr. . Robinson' introduced 'a bill : to
amend the City of Moncton Incompora-
tion act. i

Mr. . Russ=ll introduced a bill to
amend chap. 102, Consolidated Stat-
utes, settlement of the poor.

Mr. Johmston, seconded by Mr. Le-
gere, moved that a committee of five
members of the house be appointed
for the pufpose of investigating the

‘“claim of ‘Amgust Babineau against the

government for compensation in con-
nection with the construction of Little
Northwest bridge; én' Kent counfy. In
supporting ‘the resoultion, Mur. John-
ston said .that this was a claim from
(Mr. Babineau, the contractor ~who
built the bridge, and who, although
he saw as ithe work progressgd that
he was going to lose money on it; had
not slighted the work, but carried it
out to the entire satisfaction of the
department of public ' works. This
motion simply asked the house to ap-
point a committee to inquire into all
the facts and circumstances of the
case, in order to decide whether, upon
equitable grounds, Mr. Babineau was
not entitled to financial consideraition
at the hands of the government. He
(Johnston) -had every con;ﬂd&"xce in
the willingness of the house to'do jus-
tice to Mr. Babineau. The appoint-
ment of a committee would certainly
/4o no harm. WMr. Babineau was un-
‘witlling to. demand any  further con-
sideration from the government um-
less he could make out a good claim.
(Applause.) : At

Hon. Mr. Bmmerson said a motion

last session of the house by another
bon. member for Kent county. The
facts, briefly stated, were that Mr.
Babineau's tender of $635 for con-
structing the Little Northwest bridge
being the lowest, was accepted; that
hie went on” and completed his con-
#raot; that after the work had pro-

removed, and a supplementary con-
tract for the sum of $95 was e ;

into with Mr. Babineau for that work;
that Mr. Babineaa.. claimed, and
doubtless correctly, that he had ten-
derad at, too low arfigure: and lost
money; that he did not claim to be
paid on account of extras, but.simply
thet he had lost money on the oper-
ation. He (Emmerson) would not obs:
jeet to conferring with a committee
Of ithe house, provided no expense were
incurred, with respect to the facts of
the case (as to which there was really
no dispute), but at the same time he

“thought it would 'be a dangsrous prin

clple to recognize that a sontrac N
Wio hed taken work at too low a fig-

for additional payment. He

u,deutand that Mr. Babineau made

similar to ithis had been moved at the |

‘Bress edaoerbamdimltvyummn“
proaches' of the bridge required to be'|

w’.; i i 7 —
any claim in respect to the Supple.
mentary contract for $685. He (.
i merson) believed it was often the casg
that inexperienced men, without Pro-
per facilities, tendered too low for
works of this kind. At the same time
he 6id not see how ithe government
could, in falrness to the publio inter.
est, take that fact into consideration

M. Hill thought it would be a mog;
dangerous precedent to ‘recognize My
Babinean's claim. ‘When' men tenge,
for government work they must take
the risk of loss. They do it with the
hope of gain. If they gain they 4o
ot refund any of the money to the
government; if they lose, they shoulgq
not expect the government to reim-
burse them. If a committee was ap-

it was agreed to pay $100
or $200'to Mr. Babineau, a gate would
be opéned that ir the future would
result iIn the loss of many thousangg
of dollars to the province by reasop
of the findings of sympathetic com-
mittees.

Dr. Alward agreed with the last
speakes. . If the principle was estab-
lished that in case of loss a contractor
raight come back upon the govern-
ment, tenderers would take that fact
into. consideration in tendering, ang
the resule would be a great loss ang
confusion. If the claim was one for
extras the case would be different, byt
.Mr. Babinean was siyply asking the
legislature 10 reimburse him for his
own want of judgment.
mi;-hq;:mjwas put to the house ang

Mr. Dibblee introduced a bill to in-
ccrporate the Free Baptist denoming-
tion of New Brunswick.

Upon the ordér of the day being
reached, Mr. Howe continued his agd-
dress. With respect to wheat Taising
in this province, he said that even un.
der the most favorable circumstances
it was a question whether it could be
conducted ‘with a profit equal to that
derived from other branches of agri-
culture, In many settlements the
land and ‘other conditions were such
that it would be a cruelty to induce
the. farmenrs to go into the raising of
wheat.

Hon. Mr. Emmerson—Did I under-
stand the hon. gentleman to say that
he himself raised wheat every year?

Mr. Howe replied that such was the
fact, but he had done so because he
took a pride fn it. Just as some peo-
ple like 'to raise fancy trotting stock,
which in reality does not ray them,
If hé had not a self-binder he would
g0 out of the business. 'The farmers
of New Brunswick could not com-
pete with the great western country
in wheat raising. The poliey of the
govermment might be a good elec-
tioneering scheme, but he thought af-
ter two or three years it would be
found to 'be not a wheat policy, but a
policy of chaff. Another reason why
ke was opposed to bonusing wheat
mills was that the finances of the pro-
vince were not in a position to stand
it. It meant ‘either that the bonded
debt must be increased or that re-
course ‘must be had to direct taxa-
tion. It was not so long ago that the
present leader of the government told
the Parmers and Dairymens’ Associ-
ation that the farmers of the country
must  expect soon to take g larger
measure ‘of responsibility in regard to
keeping up the roads, and it was not
80 long ago 'that the proposition was
made that the county tax for educa-
ton should be raised from thirty to
fifty cents a Head. If the ‘bonusing
of wheat was to be done at the ex.
pense of the great public services of
the couniry it should not be done at
all. He (Howe) was not Opposed to
bonusing on principle. He believed in
bonusing the dairy industry, because
the result was that the farmers got
the benefit of co-operation wuniform-
ity; superior skill and foreign ship-
ment, which prevented the glutting of
local “markets, It might be possible
that a few individuals wouldsprofit by
the bonusing of  the wheat industry,
kut great numbers would suffer, With
regard to the government's immigra-
tion policy, Mr. Howe said his advice
to the government was to go slow. It
Wwas much more important in view of
the low state of the lumber trade and
the fact that the shingle industry had
practizally been knocked out, that
measures should be taken to keep our
own young men at home rather than
to spend thousands of dollars in or-
der ‘to bring people into the province
who were not acclimatized nor used to
the ways of the country. It must be
remembered that the conditions of life
€n a new forest clearance farm were
much different now from what they
formerly were, Then the same ma-
chinery, practically, could be used on
new . farms  as were used on old
farms. Now the maker of a new farm
had to compete with the perfect ma-
¢hinery used on the old farm and had
to. contend with low prices for his
produce.  'With regard to the criti-
cism levelled at the hon. member for
York (Pinder) as to the Cocagne
bridge  investigation, Mr. Howe
thought. the government owed a debt
. of gratitude to. that gentleman for
‘bringing to light the facts in connec-
tion’ with that transaction. The gov-
€rnment were not justified in spend-
ing $3i8.

* Hon. Mr. Tweedie—If the report
had been against the government of
course it would have been all right.

- Mr, Howe—Not at all. If it had
been against the government there
‘would have been no $358 spent upon
it. At the end of the report he found
the words'.“ordered that the report be
accepted and adopted by the house.”
That was certainly a most glaring
“mis-statement.. No such order had
been made, because when the hon.
member for York ler) was mak-
ing his speech, he was interrupted by
the entrance of the. jeut. governor to

| prorogue the house, and as a matter of

fact no action whatever was taken
upon the report. If the last sentence
of the [ was so manifedtly un-

%

“true, it 'was fair to suppose that not

much co! ce could be placed upon

‘the rest of its contents. In conclusion

Mr. Howe sald he did’ not wish the
impression to go abroad that the pre-
sent goyernment were the only friends
the farmers had. The agriculturists
of the country had mo better friends
than the members of the opposition,
‘and it was very largely due to their

| efforts that the govarnment had been

‘prevailed upon to give them the as-
_sistance they so well deserved. (Ap-
plause)

Mr. ‘l.'oﬁﬂei sald he had not expect-

| tles intreg

S to refer to
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gt the charges of miss
the crown land depa
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who posed before i
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ished reputation, but if]
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