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ment of this Grand Body, have ably performed th
been issued to each Preceptory, thus placing before the whole of the members
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uphold the right, defend the weak and pp d, and the desti Let
it then be no idle boast to say, we belong to an Order, the members of which
in the olden time, the areat, the good, the noble and. the brave of Christendom,
were only too proud to call themselves ““ Poor fellow-soldiers of Jesus Christ,”
and to the extent of our ability, and the opportunities afforded us, delight to
pay homage and follow the precepts of the Great Captain, whose sworn soldiers
we are, and that too by our own voluntary act. Of this there is no doubt, the
Vows are upon us, and whether we try to act in accordance with those vows or
not, we-can in no wise alter our-position Lo that Great Captain unto whom sooner
or later, as it pleaseth Him, we shall have to render an account. To you then,

Preceptors of the Order, teachers and rulers, I most emphatically say, it becomes
your bounden duty to observe the strictest caution as to whom you admit into

your Preceptories. When men are banded together for any purpose, noble or

otherwise, there will be those who will seek admission for purely selfish purposes.

! Do not allow the expediency of increasing your funds or of swelling the ranks of

eptories to actuate your motives in adiitting those who from mere
| curiosity or good fellowship seek to join us ; and s is too often the case by their
‘conduct give cause to our enemies to revile and repudiate our illustr

jealous of the Masonic Society, and all others
connected with it, dreading the dangerous opposition to her unlawful assumption
of authority which the great secret, organization condemns and bans,

Holy See. We must therefore look for some ocoult reason for this hatred,
and what better reason could be found than that the Masonic Order had shielded
and\preserved the Order of The Temple. In 1776, the J esuits, l'mving discovered
that\the Templar Order was continuing its operations under the d of
the Kadosh, warned the Governments of Roman Catholic countries against the

latter Order, and caused it to be prescribed as dangerous and antagonistic to the
doctrines of the Church of Rome, G ;

CONSTITUTION AND STATUTES,

The Committee appointed to draft a code of Statutes for the future govern-

eir duty, Copies have already
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