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MR. MACKENZIE'S VIEW.

Good Conservatives will hardly thank |

the Colonist for resurrecting the follow-

ing sentence written in a letter by the |

late Hon. Alexander Mackenzie in 1878,

just after the Dominion general elections: |
“We always find that the advocates of |

Zollverin in the
system

union, or
(which

a customs
United States

means a pylitical alliance with that coun- !
try) are greatly encouraged by the resultf |
“result of the |

of the elections.” The
elections” of which Mr. Mackenzie spoke

was of course the return of the Conser- !

vatives to power, with their policy of
high tariffs, which they had confessed to

borrowing from Washington.

natural for the commercial unionists in i'
tion '

the States to suppose that the elov

of the Canadian tariff would end in its !
of our |

final assimilation with that
neighbors. Perhaps, too, they had in
mind the days of 1867-70, when the Con-
servative government through Sir John
Rose offered to conclude a treaty by
which Canada would assimilate her tariff
with that in force across the line and
would establish free trade in natural pro-
ducts and a limited number of manufac-
tured articles. The commercial and po-
litical unionists in the States in those
days readily recognized their natural
allies in the Conservative leaders of
(Clanada, just as Francis Wayland Glen
recognizes them at the present day.
And Mr. Mackenzie in 1878 easily per-
ceived the true tendency of the high tax-
ation policy was towards annexation,
just as Mr. Blake did in 1891 when he
penned these sentences in his letter to
the West Durham electors: ‘“The Con-
servative policy has failed to accomplish
the predictions of its promoters. Its
real tendency has been towards disinte-
gration and annexation, instead of con-
solidation and the maintenance of tnat
British cennection of which they claim
to be the special guardian.”

FARMERS AND THE TARIFF.

The News-Advertiser does us the jus-
tice this time of reprinting our remarks
instead of selecting a sentence and twist-
ing it out of all resemblance to the orig-
inal. It is hardly necessary to say that
we shall be entirely satisfied if our con-
temporary sticks to its reformed method
and refrains from misrepresenting our
utterances.
a pegculiarly Colonistic practice, and we
were sorry to:find the News-Advertiser
adopting it. = As our Vancouver friend
has reproduced the Times article in refu-

tation of its assertions we need pay little |

further attention to the latter. It is
necessary only to repeat that Mr. Laur-
ier has not said that he proposed to at
once throw off all duties and establish
complete free trade. Nor is any such
programme laid down in the proceedings
of the Ottawa convention. Mr. Laurier
does say that he hopes to see in the fu-
ture trade made as free as revenue %exi-
gencies will permit, and the nearer to the
British standard of free trade the bet-
ter. But. as we have pointed out, the
farmers of this province, like the farm-
ers elsewhere, will find in the course of
a year or two that ‘“‘protection” is for
them a delusion, a fraud and a snare.
They can see that fact now in the re-
luctanee of the protectionist orgams to
touch our question: Of what benefit is
protection to the farmers of Oregon and
Washington, since they have so many
“‘cheap products” to dispose of? They
must necessarily ask themselves how
long it will be before ‘‘protection” fails

here as it has failed across the line, and |

whether it will be satisfastory then to
have the high duties all against them.
In our former article we asked the Van-
couver protectionist to say what it
thought of the spending of Canadian
public money to bring in Australian pro-
ducts to compete with those of the men
about whose protection it professes to be
anxious. To this the News-Advertiser
does mot venture a direct answer; but
from its remarks two facts are evident.
One is that our contemporary ,though an
ardent protectionist, does approve of
bonussing Australian competition with
our farmers, and the other is that it 1s
extremely nettled over our presentation
of so awkward a question. We also ask:
“Where are the farmers to find ‘protec-
tion’ against the products of the North-
west, since the latter cannot be kept out
by a tariff wall?”’
Advertiser answers: ‘“Apparently our
contemporary is not yet aware that
British Columbia has entered the Do-
minion or it would not make such a silly
remark.” We leave it to our readers to
say where the silliness comes in. The
News-Advertiser must have felt very
badly cornered when it condescended to
boyish nonsense such as we have quoted.

The Colonist alleges that it refused to
publish Ald. Macmillan’s letter ‘‘because

really |

It was !

This latter, by the way, is |

To which the News- !

it was nothing but a tirade of abuse,
which did not deserve a place in any
newspaper pretending to be respectable.”
It then adds: ‘““1he Times, we see, has
published it.”” Our neighbor does well
to announce that it “pretends to be re-
spectable,” because otherwise the public
!might infer from its actions and utter-
lances that it aimed at being a gutter-
snipe. Really respectable newspapers
can afford to let their respectability
speak for itself.

Montreal Herald: It is announced by
the Journal de Fabrics “that the Mont-
morency Cotton Mill has declared a divi-
den for the past year, and this mill is
running exclusively on cottons that are
shipped to China, in competition with
England, the TUnited States and Ger-
 many.” There can be no doubt that the
; sharcholders are to be congratulated sin-
cerely upon the evidence of the sound-
ness of their investment. In a market
to capture which the cotton spinners of
the worll are bending their energies,
Canadian skill and Canadian pluck have
won a sccura nlace. This in an achieve-
ment of a sort which should quiet much
! talk about the inability of the Canadian
manfacturer to live and prosper in open
competition with the world. ’

ALD. MACMILLAN'S LETTER.

To the Iditor:—I see by this morning's
Colonist that my letter was refused ad
nussion as not deserving “a place in any
newspaper pretending to be respectable.”
{To speak frankly, my letter was not in-
itended to be complimentary. I consider
imyself in honor bound to treat a gentle-
man as a gentleman, but I distinguish
between a gentleman and an anonymous
coward; and while I respect and admire
the knowledge and ability of the gentle-
jman who is editor of tihe Colonist, I think
| my letter quite as respectable as much of
!swvhat purports to be editorial in the col-
umns of the journal over which he pre-
sides. There are two svays by which cor-
| porate monopoly may deter the represen-
| tatives of the people from the defense of
’thv public interest. First, by slander and
! misrepresentation to which the opportun-
{ity of reply is refused, and second, by
!punching them in the mouth. Although
‘either may be decidedly unpleasant, we
lowe it to ourselves as the representatives
of a free people to see to it that they are
not effectual. There are occasions when
even conventional respectability is of less
consequence than fidelity.

JOHN MACMILLAN.
Victoria, March 28.

LIBERALS AT LANGLEY.
Mr. Sword Explains What Protection
Does for the Farmers.

At the Liberal meeting held at Lang-
ley, Mr. C. B. Sword, a representative
farmer, spoke at some length and point-
| ed out that, if British Columbia farmers
i should continue to suppert the present
ruinous policy of protection as under-
stood by the Conservative government,
they would not only betray the interests
of the Dominion as a whole,but would
' be acting in opposilion to their own im-
mediate and personal interests. In sup-
port of his contention, which seemed to
be somewhat novel to some of them pre-
sent, he pointed out that the government
had no intention of retaining any pro-
tection on farming products; that they
had a standing offer to the United States
s0 soon as they would admit Canadian
farming products free to admit American
farming products free to Canada. The
only protection that the present govern-
ment believed in was protection to the
products of the manfacturers, whose con-

them in power, and they openly boasted
in the east, and pointed to it as a claim
to the support of the electors there, that
they were at any time ready to throw
the markets of Canada open to agricul-
tural products of the cther side.

Mr. Sword deprecated the idea that it
was necessary to send from~ British Co-
lumbia straight party supporters pledg-
ed to support any fiscal policy which the
majority of ‘the party should approve,
and urged upon the meeting that they
should independently consider for them-
selves what fiscal policy would be the
most suitable to them as farmers, and
not unfair t{o the interests of the Domin-
ion, and, in this connection, pointed to
the platform adopted by the New Wect-
minster reformers, which, in his opinion,
very fairly claimed that reduection ‘in the
duties on manufactured articles should
precede a reduction of the duties on
farm products.

He then referred to the great dispro-
portion (three to one) between the con-
tribution made by each inhabitant of
British Columbia to the Dominion treas-
ury and the inhabitants of the other pro-
vinces of the Dominion, to the further
sum contributed, in increased cost, to
the support of the protected industries,
of which only an infinitismal proportion
are located in British Columbia, and
claimed that, whether the principles of
protection were retained or not. a “very
radical change in the tariff was neces-
sary so as to regulate the incidence ot
this burden more fairly.

He closed by appealing to those of the
audience who wished to retain protection
for their products not to stultify them-
selves by sending a representative to
support a government pledged to ignore
their wishes and ready to remove all du-
ties which tended to keep up the price
of what they had to sell, while they un-
blushingly proclaimed their intention of
doing their best to keep up the price of
everything that farmers had to purchase.

Mr. Alxulay Morrison was next called
upon by the chairman, and addressed the |
meeting at considerable length, criticis-
ing the actions and policy of the govern-
ment generally.

“Sometimes,’”’ said uncle Eben, ‘“‘when er
man tells you he’s discouraged he doan
mean ruffin’ by it ’ceptin’ dat he’s about
made up his mind to be good an’ lazy de
res’ cof his life.”

tributions to their campaign funds kept |

SOME STARTLING STATEMENTS

Ballard Smith’s Letter to the New
York World Regarding the
Queen’s Health.

Lord Rosebery’s Hair Has Turned
Entirely Gray—Wages in
England.

London, March 28.—Mrs. Emily Craw-
ford contributes to this week’s Truth the
first public mention of Queen Victoria’s
serious condition, concerning which there
is much private discussion. Mrs. Craw-
ford writes that on arrival at the railway
I station at Nice “the Queen was unable
to raise her head. She looked up and
around under her eyelids as if wanting
strength to look otherwise. One might
have thought she did not feel her feet un-
der her as with the assistance of her ser-
vants she tried to descend the sloping
gangway from the train into the sta-
tion.”

1t is well known among those familiar
wicth court affairs that rheumatism of
the knees has lately not only caused a
| complete loss of power, but has extended
to the back and arms, and that a fatal is-
sue is to be feared at almost any time.

Reports of the Queen’s condition se-
riously affect the parliamentary situa-
tion. With the death of the sovereign
parliament is immediately dissolved. This
contingency is undoubtedly an important
factor in all the present calculations, and
the political atmosphere, in fact, is
charged with sensational possibilities.
The government organs have published
this week very involved and evasive de-
nials of the reports of Lord Rosebery’s
intention to resign the premiership, but
the opposition journals repeat the rumor
daily. The Times, in an elaborate lead-
er this week, discusses for the first time
the reports cabled to the World a fort-
night ago. Meanwhile Lord Rosebery is
in complete retirement in the country,
and the premiership is pragtically out” of
commission. His physicians give only
the guarded opinion that he may soon re-
cover.

The World correspondent learns Irom
friends of Earl Spencer, First ILord of

{ the admiralty, who visited him yesterday

at Epsom, that Lord Rosebery is still
able to get only a few hours’ sleep out of
the 24, and that only in the afternoon.
Those who saw him at the brief cabinet
mszeting the other day say his hair has
turned quite white within the past month
in consequence of his intemnse
and continued insomnia. Of course this
situation cannot last, and unless some
relief is speedily found he will certainly
resign at no distant day. There hasmot
been an hour in the past three weeks
when he would not himself have done so
except for the opposition of his friends.

If the Conservatives should come into
power at the general election, necessitat-
ed by such resignation, they probably
would have a short tenure unless they
cculd repeat their success, for the
Queen’s death’ ig' considered inevitable
within a year or two at most. The Prin-
cess Beatrice, who is now her constant
companion, has of late been always pre-
sent during her interviews with the min-
isters, and is recognized in official cir-
cles as practically the wielder of all the
royal prerogatives. It is well understood
that the Queen has willed to this favored
daugkter the bulk of her savings, believ-
ed to be £1,500,000, together with Os-
borne and Balmoral, both residences be-
ing the private property of the royal
mother.

A report is current in the clubs here
that the Prince of Wales, convinced now
of the superiority of the Ailsa over the
Britannia, wishes to sell his yacht, and
she is likely to go to a foreign purchaser.

The astonishing statement was offici-
ally made in the course of the great
strike in the boot trade here this week
that the prices paid in England to opera-
tives are in many cases double those paid
in the United States. A large consign-
ment of American made shoes were re-
ceived lately at Northampton, the centre
of the industry here, and a statement
came along as to the cost of manufac-
ture. The amount paid to operatives in
America for lasting and putting on sole
and heel by hand is 8 3-4d., and in North-
ampton, 1s. 6d.; for sewing in welt and
stitching, in America, 2d., in Northamp-
ton, 5d.; for finishing in America, 6 3-4d.,
in Northampton, 11d. Total cost of
workmanship, in America, 1s. 51-2d., in
Nerthampton, 2s. 10d. These facts have
been known for a long time to English
employers, and they have tried to intro-
dace the American method of manufac-
ture, but without success, because of the
refusa! of the trade union to allow any
departure from old-fashioned procedure.
Americans work in teams of from eight
to ten persons, and each one confines
himself to some particular part of the
process. In England not more than
three or four are allowed to work in a
team, and each one has to do several dif-
ferent kinds of work. The changing of
tools and the difficulty involved in the
adaptation of the eye and hand to fresh
work limit the power of production here
as compared with the American method;
yet, in 1893, when this question was
brought by employers before the nation-
al conference, trades unionists refused to
consider it. .

The interview between Viscount Hali-
fax, president of the English Church
union, and the Pope yesterday, is re-
garded in Roman Catholic circles here as
of really great importance, and signifi-
cant of the enormous strides the Catholie
church has made recently in England.
In a recent cable letter the World cor-
respondent noted the number of English
clergymen who have taken orders in the
Roman church during the past two years.
The mere fact of Lord Halifax’s visit
would have raised a storm in the Eng-
lish church a few years ago, but it hard-
ly excites comment in to-day’s newspa-
pers. The Church Union has in its
membership 3000 of the Anglican clergy

and 30 bishops. Lord Halifa‘x is reported
as asking the Pope to send a ‘“‘tender and

suffering |

!gracious message to the Anglicans in
the forthcoming encyclical,L” @ On what
ground and with what purpose is not
explained. :

It is stated that customers from the
United States have actually been buyers
in the London silver market this week,
and that American producerssare holding
firmly for another rise. The Statist,
however, thinks that both Japan and Chi-
na are so much in debt on this side for
war equipments that a large part of the
prospective indemnity will be covered by
bills i1nstead of silver.—Ballard Smith’s
letter to the New York World.

CRESHAN AND THURSTON

Hawaiian Minister Will Not Remain
in Wastington tc Bother
the Secretary.

Legation Left in Charge of Mr.
Hastings, a Subordinate
Officer.

Washington, March 27.—Mr. Thurs-

}ton’s departure has put an end to pre-

vious comment as to his purpose to re-
main in Washington City ‘as a thorn
in the side of the state department. His
statement does not make clear, howev-
er, whether his absence is temporary or
| bermanent, and the minister will not go
into details. It is regarded as final, how-
ever, in showing that he did not seek to
remain in Washington City as a source
of any irritation. There have been re-

| ports, believed, however, to be be base-

less, that if he insisted in remaining in

| a private capacity the law would be in-

)

voked to have him deported, but Mr.
Thurston’s statement is regarded as set-
tling that there will be no occasion for
forcing him out of the country.

In some quarters Mr. Thurston’s move
is’ regarded = as a shrewd diplomatic
stroke. It is recalled that he left un-
expectedly about fifteen months ago,
when the question of restoring the queen
to the throne was at a critical stage in
Hawaii. The Hawaiian government was
on the point of reaching a decision, but
had not yet dome so. At this juncture
Mr. Thurston left Washington suddenly,
his departure not being known until he
was well on his way to San Franecisco.
He had full information as to the senti-
ment in the United States, and when he
reached Hawaii his advice had much to
do in the final action of the government.
It is being suggested, therefore, that his
departure in the present juncture, be-
fore it is known what action the Hawaii-
an government has taken on Secretary
Gresham’s demand, may result in his be-
ing at Honolulu when final action is
taken.

The departure of Mr. Thurston from
the United States without being recalled
by his government will leave the rela-
tions between this government and Ha-
waii in a peculiar condition. It cannot
be said that there is a rupture of diplo-
matic relations, but they will certainly
})e severely - strained.” It is customary
in ordinary cases, when a minister leaves
the United States permanently for him
to present his letters of recall to the presi-
dent and takes his leave. But as Mr.
Thurston has not been recalled he can-
not do this. Then, when a minister
leaves the United States temporarily, he
usually addresses a note to the state de-
partment and informs it that he has left
the legation in the hands of a charge.
Mr. Thurston has adopted the Ilatter
course. But in the celebrated Catacrazy
case, in which the Russian government
h.ad been requested to recall its objec-
tllonable minister, and the latter, before
bis government had passed upon the re-
quest, notified the department of, state
that he proposed to leave the United
St.ates on leave of absence, Secretary
Fish strongly objected and insisted that
the Uunited States would accept hothing
less than the minister's recall. In the
end Mr. Catacazy did leave the United
States without heing recalled, just as
Mr. Thurston’ is abowt to do, turning
over the business of the legation to a
cparge, and our government accepted the
§1tuati0n and so experssed itself as sat-
isfied. It was a long time before an-
other minister came to Washington City,
and the similarity in other features of
the two incidents leads to the supposition
that the parallel may be carried on far-
ther, and that Mr. Hastings, the Hawaii-
an charge, may be ieft here in that posi-
thD. for many months. From a diplo-
matic point of view, this cannot be re-
g_arded as a complete rupture of rela-
tions, but such a situation, similar to
that on.which the Italian legation was
left by the withdrawal of Baron Fava,
four years ago, is generally regarded as
unsatisfactory, and is calculated to make
Mr. Willis’ position as minister at Hon-
olulu untenable.

TO HONOR A BISHOP.

Bishop McDonnell to be Extended a
Welcome in Rome.

Brooklyn, March 28.—A private letter
from Rome says that the faculty and
students of the North American College
are making extraordinary preparations
for a welcoming reception to Bishop C.
5. McDonnell, of that diocese, who with
_the secretary, Rev. Dr. John J. parrett,
1s now travelling in the Holy Land, and
will reach the Eternal City some time
next month. The bishop is a graduate
of the colfége, and as it is something out
of the Qrc}inary' for a graduaté "6f an
American' ¢Gllege to receive the ‘dignity
of the mitre, the welcome will be' of g
particularly hearty nature. THe pro-
gramme, 48 far as arranged, comprises a
reception eXclusively for the cbllege, a
public reception and welcome, and a ban-
quet at which the Vatican will be espe-
cially represented and which may be hon-
ored by several members of the College of
Cardinals. At one of the recep*ion§ an
address on vellum will be presented to
the bishop as a permant remembrance of
the occasion,

{ victory.

KILLER

ISTHE BEST REMEDY FOR

SPRAINS, RUISES,
CALDS,EDURNS
& CUTS.

SPORTING INTELLIGENCE,

Yacht Racing Season Commences
in Eernest at Nice ‘This
Afternoon.

Programme f.r Spring Meeting of
the Golf Club—-Canccists
Moving.

Nice, March 28.—The yacht racing seq-
son commences in earnest to-day, the
opening event this afternoon being a cop-
test between steam yuchts. The races are
under the auspices of the  Meoditerraneay
International Yacht ciub. As in previous

{years, James Gordon Bennett, publisher

of the New York Herald. is the donor of
the first prize, which on ilhis occasion
takes the form of 12,5090 francs in cash.
and a silver cup worth a similar amount,
while Baron Rothschild gives the second
prize of 5000 francs. For the contest
between sailing yachts to-morrow  the
same gentlemen give prizes of
value.

similar

THE MARGERY.

The trim little sloop Margery which
has been prominent in local yachting, has
about 'completed her outfitting for a
cruise to Alaska, says the Seattle Press-
Times. There she will go into commis-
sion and will be used in carrying excur-

Ision and mining partes about Alask:n

waters. with Juneau as headquarte:s.

| She was bought recently by Captain Ar-

noid, who has refitted her so tha: uhe
will bé comfortable for her new business.
Captain Arnold says he will sail in aboa-
a week.

THE TURF. c=
CLOISTER IS SCRATCHED.

London, Marech 27.—The scratching of
C. J. Duff’s Cloister, a big favorite for
Grand National Steeplechase to be run
Friday, at .averpool, has caused a sen-
sation. While exercising Cloister seem-
ed to go stifly, then dropped to the
ground and lay with tongue protruding.
A veterinary surgeon reports that the
horse is lame and very sick, but shows
no signs of-poison. Duff has ordered 2
complete -inquiry. Immense sums were
wagered on Cloister, 7 to 1.

Toe Linconshire handicap, a straight
mile, was run at Lincoln yesterday. .
Duncan’s six year old Euclid was first;
Cel. North’s El Diablo second: Baron
De Rothschild’s Amanda R. third.

THE GRAND NATIONAL.

London, March 28.—The Grand Natio-
nal, the great English steeple-chase of
the year, will be run at Aintree, near
Liverpool, to-morrow. There are sixty-
two entries. The race is an Herculean
one, comprising four and a half miles
with thirty-eight water and = hurdle
jumps, including a water jump of eigh-
teen feet. This is the fifty-sixth Grand
National, and in each, one or more joe-
keys have been severely injured. Rd.
Corrigan’s Riley is among the entries.

THE OAR.
RACE OF THE YEAR.

London, March 28.—The Oxford and
Cambridge boat crews take a final prac-
tice early to-morrow mornirg and then
lay off for a much needed rest prepara-
tory to the great annual race on Satur-
day. Both crews have been training
hard, and each, as usunal, is confident of
The betting favors Cambridge.
The indications favor fine weather. The
outpouring of spectators is expected to
be unprecedented, owing to the fact ‘that
the race will not take place till 4 o’cloci
in the afterncon, thus affording the tens
of thousands who are subject to th=
benefit of the Saturady early closing Sys-
tem, an opportunity to line the banks of
the Thames.

WRESTLING.
McMILLAN AND LEWIS.

Decorah, Ta,, March 28.—Under the
auspices” of the Decorah Club, David
McMillan, the champion five-style wrest-
Iex: of the world, end Fvan Lewis, the
f‘htranglcr,” will come together to-night
in a catch-as-catch-can best three tfalls
in five, for a purse of $400. McMillan
has many admirers in this state, and

they are betting that he will down the
“Strangler.”

THE KING.

GEOGE FELTHAM INSANE.

London, March 28.—George Feltham,
boxing instructor to the Duke of York,
heir presumptive to the throne, and who,
at t.he age of 18 had earned the title of
boxing champion of the British navy,
has gone insane, and was taken to a pri-
vate asylum a few days ago. An un-
founded fear that he was losing his grip
as a boxer is stated by his relatives to
be the cause of his affliction.

Dr. Price’s Cream Baking Powder
World’s Fair Highest Award.

TO AGRICULTURISTS—For sale cheap,
one Wisper Seed Drill-and one Toronto
Mower, In use but one season; warrant-
ed to do good work. Ontario Wagon Shop,
William Powell. mr28it
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