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TOO DIAPHONOUS.

We have on more than onc occasion

felt it our duty to direct attention to the |

Jesperate and dishonest comparisons pre-
sented by the McKinley-McGreey press
réﬂecting upon the commercial suprem-
acy of the Old Country. These compar
isons are instituted with a view of dis-

paraging the fiscal policy of Britain anl, |

at the same time deceiving their readers
regarding the operations of the National
Policy in Canada. Mr. Foster and, in

fact, all the ministers, has repeatedly de- |

clared that the decline in the revenue is
directly due to decreased importations.
But it appears these gentlemen are as-
tray. The Montreal Gazette, the lead-
ing “boodle” organ in Quebec, insinu
ates that Canada’s foreign trade is
“booming,” and submits the following
comparison, which is eagerly snapped at
by- the local MeKinley organ and just
as eagerly \reproduced:

“Comparing 1894 with 1890 the for-
eign commerce of Great Britain has suf-
fered a shrinkage of no less than $350,-
000,000, and that of the United States
a shrinkage of $100,000,000. The for-
eign commerce of Canada in the same
period increased $18,000,000.”

In selecting the year 1890 the Gazette
takes the highest mark ever reached hy
British foreign commerce. This, we sub-
mit, is not only unfair, but dishonest.
We will not go back to the year of 1845
to show what British foreign trade
amounted to when the Old Country wus
suffering under a policy similar to that
prevailing in Canada at the present tiri,
nor will we contrast thirty years of Brit-
ish trade previous to 1846 with thirty
vears subsequent to that period. The
astonishing results are too well known
to all who have studied British history:
We will merely state that in' 1886 Biit-
ain’s foreign trade had risen to the .enor-
mous figures of £618,442,263. In 1893
it had reached £681,826,448, and in 1804
had further risen to £682,666,441. <n
the other hand Canada’s foreign trade,
which in 1893 amounted to $247,638,620,
kad in 1894 fallen to $240,999,889—a de-
crease of nearly seven millions during
last year, and it is still falling. Our
Mark Tapleyian contemporary, in co:n-
menting upon the Gazette’s comparison,
observes: “A country whose trade is in-
creasing cannot be in a bad way.” Quite
so; but to apply this comforting conclu-
sion to Canada’s foreign trade for tle
past eighteen months is altogether too
Jdiaphonous.

THE, PEPRESSION PERIODS.

Mr. Martin, ‘i his speech on the bud-
zet, quoted some figures in regard to
taxation and revenue which should be
instructive to the people. Times readers
may have noticed that the same phase
of the subject was dealt with in these
columns a few days days ago. The sum-
ming up of Mr. Martin’s calcuiations is
that if this year’s tariff had been in force
in the time of the Mackenzie govern
ment there would every year have been
a substantial surplus, while if the Mac-
Yenzie tariff were still in existence Mr.
Foster would every year have to chron-
icle a heavy deficit. At the same time
it is true that if the Mackenzie tariff
were now in force it ‘would yield a much
Jarger revenue than it did in 1874-78,
and if the economical and careful mcth-
ods of the Mackenzie government were
still followed the revenue would be quite
equal to the calls upon it. The corrup-
tion and extravagance of the Conserva-
tive regime have made it impossille to
carry on the country’s business for thz
amount which sufficed in the years from
1874 to 1878. It must ne remembered,
too, that those were days of heavy pub-
lic works expenditures, ‘when the con-
struction of the Intercolonial and Cana-
dian Pacific railways was  proceeding,
and further that the Mackenzie govern-
ment had to-shoulder the financial con-
sequences of its. predecessor’s incapu-
city‘ and extravagance. The more the
people compare the two political regimes
the more deeply will they regret the
change made in 1878. = The Conserva-
tive leaders have been deprived even of
that advantage which the talk of depres
sion and deficits formerly gave them, for
the Fosterian deficit is unprecedented
and Canada is now suffering from a de-’
pression more severe in proportion to
that of the outside world than was the
depression of 1875-9. Government or
gans affect to regard the general depres-
sion of late years as more severe thau
that of twenty years ago, but the sta-

tistics shatter that pretence completely:

The following table shows the condition
of United States trade in the earlier
period, and that condition is an-accur-

ute index of the commercial - situation:

throughout the world at the time:—
Year. Imports. fxports.
1873.. .. ...%663,617,147 $649,132,563
1874.. .. ... 595,861,248 693,039,051
1875.. .. ... 553,906,164 612,094,767
1876.. .. ... 476,677,871 644,956,406
1877.. .. ... 492,097,640 676,115,592
1878.. .. ... 466,872,846 722,811.815
i879.. .. ... 466,073,775 717,093,777
1880.. .. ... 760,989,056 &33,294,240
The depression in Canada followed

that in the United States just as in the
last year or two. It came a little later
and was longer in leaving, as wiil be
seen from the following statement of
Canadian trade for the years mentioned:

Year. Imports. 1ixports.
1873.. .. ...$128,011,281 $%9,789,92:

1874.. .. ... 128,213,582 86,351,723 |

1875.. .. ... 123,070,283 77,886,949
1876.. .. ... 93,210,346 80,996,435

i877.. .. ... 99,327,962 5,875,398 |

1878.. .. ... 93,081,787 79,323,667
1879.. .. ... 81964427 81,491,255
1880.. .. ... 85,489,747 37.011,458
1881.. .. ... 105,330,840 JR,290,823

The N. P. has not warded off the pres-
ent depression, and would not have kept
the country prosperous in 18¢53-74.
though its authors presumptuously prom-
ised on its behalf that it would keep off
the financial wolf for all time to conie.
In point: of fact it has only succeeded in
oppressing the majority of the people
and preventing the proper development
of the country.

AGAINST THE OLD COUNTRY.

It will no doubt be a matter of sur-
prise to many of our readers who have
listened to the patriotic politicians trump-
eting “their loyalty from the. housetops,
to learn that the national policy is admir-
ably designed to exclude the cheap and
excellent manufactured goods of Britain
from Canada. It taxes British goods
very much higher in the bulk than it
taxes American goods, and this in spite
of the fact that the mother country ad-
mits Canadian produce free, while the
United States. places a heavy tariff
against it. This, to the ordirary and
modest patriot, does not savour very
strongly of loyalty. It is certainly not
a piece of patriotism to blow about. Let
us glance at the figures. Under a rev-
enue tariff in 1868 our imports from

Britain amounted to $36,000,000; in

1870, $38,000,000; in 1872, $63,000,000;
1873, $68,000,000; but in‘ 1894 they had
fallen to $38,717,267—an astonishing de-
crease of nearly $30,000,000. This can
only be explaired by the heavy taxes
levied by the ‘patriots” upon British
goods.

Our imports from the United States,
being taxed much less in the bulk, have
undergone a large increase since the in-
troduction of the national policy, which
diseriminates against British goods in
favor of the United States. In 1880 our
imports from the United States amount-
ed to $£29,000,000; in 1890 they had risen
to $52,000,000; and in 1894 to $53,034,-
100—showing an increase nearly equal-
ling the decrease from Britain.

. The trade returns furnish the follow-

.ing figures for 1894, which are clear and
1 conclusiye: Duth;ble imports from Great

Britain, $27,403,160;: upon which taxes

“to the anlount of $8,245,845.87 were col-

lected. Dutiable imports from the United
States, $25,323,636; on which the duty
amounted to only $6,960,950.68. This
shows that the Old Country, although ad-
mitting Canadian goods free, is met with
heavier duties than the States. The free
list, however, shows it in a still stronger
light. Admitted free from Great Brit-
ain, $11,224,107; admitted free from the
United States, $27,210,464. That is, the
United States, although taxing Ganadian
goods up to the handle, is permitted to
sead us over $27,000,000 worth of goods
free of duty against Britain’s $11,000,-
000—very much more than double the
amount. This is the sort of patriotism
that encourages our hostile trade neigh-
bors to the south to send us $53,034,100
worth of commodities, and cuts down the
imports from our mother land, which
freely opens her ports to our produce, to
the comparatively small figures of $3S.-
717,267.

Yet, in the face of the figures, the Mec-
Kinley-McGreevy combination continue
to howl and jabber about their patriot-
ism !

THIS CANADA OF OURS.

'The New York Commercial-Advertiser
is quoted as an admirer of Canada’s
great resources, and it is satisfactory
indeed to find an American paper ap-
preciating these at their true value. This
from the Commercial-Advertiser is all
quite correct:

+he white pine forests of Canada are
alone worth more than her public debtas.
Her fisheries are the best and most ex-
tensive in the world. She has 110,000,-
000 acres of wild lands upon which the
best wheat can be successfully grown,
in the fertile belt in the Northwest,
coal of good 'quality in abundance, very
near tidewater upon the Atlantic and
Pacific; unlimited supplies of high grade
iron ore in all the provinces; the best and
most extensive nickel mines in the world;
extensive and valuable mines of copper;
and immense deposits of agricultural
phosphates in Ontario and Quebec; in-
exhaustible beds of “marble, granite,
sandstone and limestone in various col-
ors for building purposes; mines of gold,
silver, asbestos, and mica; unsurpassed
herds of thoroughbred cattle, horses and
sheep; three thousand cheese factories,
from which she exports more than 100;-
000,000 pounds of cheese annually. Her
public schools, colleges, universities,
charitable institutions and public build-
ings are worthy of an intelligent, highly
civilized Christian people, who govern
themselves.

It may perhaps have struck our New

|
1
|

York friend as rather strange that a
country of such vast extent and such im-
mense natural advantages should have a
population of only five millions, especially
when the population so long ago as 1881
nambered 4,300,000. An increase of only

700,000 people in about fourteen years

'CAN'T SIT IN THE COMMNOAS.

P ———

{ The Commirtee Reports That Vis-
count Wolmer Has Become
. Earl Selborne.

in a country so rich naturally surely indi- |

cates that there has been criminal mis- |
management of the resources. And that |

is not all, for the government returns
state that during the years since 1881

about 900,000 immigrants have come in- !
| to the country. We do not know of any

Canadians who are “ready to decry and
belittle their own country,” but fortun-
ately there are many who feel that it is
time to blush for the stupidity and want
of discernment of our rulers responsible
for retarding the country’s progress.

THE FISHERIES FARCE.

The Colonist had one of its character
istic fits of violence over our exposure of
the government’s tactics in connection
with the salmon fishery. Like other old

ladies of infirm temper, the organ fails

to appreciate the fact that scolding con-
stitutes a poor defence—worse than no

defence, in fact. There is no white man
"in parliamentary procedure, and that it

in British Columbia whose intelligence
is so poor that he cannot see through the

government’s pretences and perceive |
plainly that they have acted from a sense

of expediency, not from a sense of jus-
ticn. If there had been no election in
immediate prospect the government

would have kept up the snappy tone’

which ran through Minister Tupper’s
letter to “My Dear Prior,” and the con-
ciliatory phrases addressed to ‘Dear
Mr. Earl” would never have been heard
of. The Times is not alone in holding
this opinion, as may be seen from the
following remarks of the Columbian:

“From the standpoint of the depart- |

ment, it is difficult to understand the re-
mark and the decision implied, about the
offal regulation. Notwithstanding that
the retreat is attempted to be covered by
reference to three or four prospective
‘fertilizer factories,’ an unconditional
and sudden surrender appears to have

| been made by the fisheries authorities

here. The government, as known, has
hardly more than completed semewhat
expensive proceedings for placing.an in-

junction wupon all the canners of the |

river, restraining them from depositing
of offal in the stream during the coming
gseason. And now, because there is the
prospect of a fertilizer faetory being in

operatiou (it is not stated whether it will -

be in operation this season or not), the
minister of fisheries says ‘it will suffice
for the present season to instruct the in-
spector of fisheries not to enforce the
offal prohibition.” In other words, be-

cause there is: to be a fertilizer factory -

to deal with thie offal, therefore the offal
may be thrown,in the water this season !

That appears to be the logic of Minister |
Costigan’s reference to the offal question |
in his letter to ‘Dear Mr. Earle,” and
it certainly stultifies the determined at- '
titude of the -department for the last |
year or so, and backed up by the pros-
" plied that he would make a statement

ecutions and injunctions almost up fo
date,. to prevent a particle of offal being
deposited in the river.

““A. point in the ministerial epistle is:

Earle which is noticeable by its absence
is reference of any kind to the sturgeon

fishing regulations, with regard to which |
certain reasonable concessions have been | k
i working hard to have him reconsider his

repeatedly urged upon the government.

Come now, gentlemen ! . the elections |
cannot be very long postponed at the :
farthest. To (try teo) save your singed !

bacon in this province, you had better,
with the least possibie delay, among.
other things, fix up those sturgeon regu-
lations in some decent shape; give us
that drill shed you promised over a year
ago, and which is now urgently needed;
and last, but not least, get some of the
mud off your skirts, by a right about-
face so- sudden that it will make your
noble heads swim, in that scandalous
Fitzsimmons matter. No use of any
half measures; for we won’t have them !”

We sincerely trust that a perusal of
these caustic remarks will not.give the
Colenist an apoplectic fit.

NANAIMO NEWS.

The Council in Financial Difficulties- -
Fauquier Discharged.

Nanaimo, May 22.—The case of I.
W. Fauquier, charged with embezzle-
ment,” was concluded .yesterday. Judge
Harrison, in summing up the evidence,
stated that had proof been shewn that
the defendant was. guilty of“-the offence
charged he would probably have been
sentenced to four or five years imprison-
ment, ‘but from the evidence produced
he found that the defendant was not
guilty of the charge and therefore he
dismissed the case.

For the past six days there has been
no work on the Esplanade shaft, and
for ten days there has been no vessels
teking on coal. The business men
think the outlook for the summer is far
from bright.

The council are in financial difficul-
ties, having spent this year’s revenue
already. Sidewalks have been con-
structed wholesale, but the strictest
eccnomy has been observed.

The N. V. C. Co. have completed suf-
ficient of the Commercial street' filling
to admit of the hose reel contest taking
plaece over the usual course. The start
will be made down a slight grade, ard
a® the home team are more used to
heavy work they will be at a disadvan-
tage. '

—Baldness is either hereditary or
civsed by sickness; mental exhaustion,
wearing tight fitting hats, and by over-
work and trouble, Hall’s Hair  Renew-
er will prevent it.

| The Issue of a New Writ for an Elec-
tion in Edinburgh Settles
the Question.

R, SN

London, May 22.—After hearing the
report of the special committee appointed

i to inquire into the claim made by the
Earl of Selborne to retain his seat in the
; House of Commons, although he has suc-

ceeded to the peerage and a seat in the f

House of Lords by the death of his
| father, the House of Commons to-day
| agreed to the ministerial motion to issue
! a new writ for an election in West Edin-
| burgh, the seat represented by Viscount
' Wolmer, now Earl of Selborne. The
 committee simply reported that Viscount

Wolmer had succeeded to the Earldom.
{ The motion to issue a new writ for
| West Edinburgh was agreed upon, in
! spite of the protests of Hon. George N.
i Curzon, eldest son of Liord Scarsdale,
i member of ‘parliament for the Southport
; division of Lancashire. Mr. Curzon: in-
sisted that such a step was entirely new

: would involve the House of Commons
. in consititutional trouble in the future.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Sir
William Vernon Harcourt, in support of
the ministrial motion, said that he treat-
' ed the Earl of Selborne’s claim as being
absurd and almost childish. The govern-
ment, he said, was driven to its present
course by the unprecedented conduet of
the Earl of Selborne. The decision to
issne a new writ for an election contest
in Edinburgh apparently settles the ques-
tion as to whether a peer of the realm
can sit in the House of Commons after
succeeding to the House of Lords, by de-
! ciding that he cannot do so, and it would
. seem - that the decision also settles in the
| negative the question raised at the same
time whether a peer of the realm can be
elected to parliament. It was stated at
the time the Earl of Selborne decided to
make a test case of his right to sit in
the House of Commons that Mr. Curzon
-and William St. John Broderick, mem-
ber of parliament for the Guildford div-
ision of Surrey, the eldest son of Vis-
count Middleton, intended to follow the
Earl’s example when, by the death of
their fathers, they became peers of the
realm.

The Times in a leader on the political
situation, this morning, says: ‘“The gov-
ernment may cling to office for a few
weeks, and delay for a short time the
appeal to the country which has been
overdue ever since the collapse of Mr.
Gladstone’s Irish policy. But the longer
the inevitable ending is postponed the

. more disastrous will be the overthrow of,

the party which has striven to retain
place after it had ceased to be in har-
mony with the national thought and feel-
ing.” CHATEL G B A '

Sir William 'Vernon Harcourt, ' the
leader < of the. cdouse; was' last night
worried in the House by Dr. Donald
McGregor, the Scotch Liberal member
from Inverneseshire,  respecting the
Government’s intention towards the
Crofters bill. Sir William Harcourt re-

P’

on the subject on Thursday next.  Dr.

; McGregor angrily retorted “That is not

good enough for me.” He announced to
tl_le reporter that he intended.to resign
| his seat immediately. Dr. McGregor at
once carried out the threat and resign-
ed. The Liberal wire-pullers Rave been

mot‘ion, especially as the Government's
majority .on the Welsh Church  1is-
establishment Bill fell to nine. The lob-
byist of the Chronicle says: “It is per-
fectly clear that unless something is
Gone to draw the party together the
government is. doomed and that soon.”

A Turkish pilgrim steamer, carrying
Mohammedan pilgrims going to Mecca,
was wrecked on the Red sea/ Sunday.
There were 700 persons on board, and
all were saved.

The Chronicle announces that - the
committee, having in charge the pur-
chase of Thomas Carlyle’s house at
Chelsea has completed the purchase.
Mgny Americans were among- the con-
tributors to the fund. It is proposed to
form a memorial museum in the house.

Mme. Carnot has decorated an orta-
tery in her house with inscribed ribbons
taken from the wreaths sent to Paris on
| the occasion of her husband’s funeral.
y In the same room are preserved all simi-
lar trophies of an artistic nature, the
most .remarkable of which is a splendid
crown, the gift of Admiral Avelan, on
behalf of *he Russian fleet.

A Moscow dispatch to the Standard
says that a Russian company. has ob-
tained a_government concession for seal
catching .on the coasts of the island of
Saghalien. St. Jonas island and other
parts of the sea of Okhotsk. A tax of
five roubles gold on each skin is to be
paid into the treasury.

The Chronicle says that in order to
_throw light on the copyright question it
invites British authors and publishers. to
send information in confidence as to the
amounts received in England and coi-
lected in Canada for books reprinted in
Cacada.

London, May.21.—Lieut. Gen. Randall
Joseph Feilden, Conservative member of
pa}'liament for Chorley, North Lanca-
shire, is dead. He sat for Lancashire,
Nortl:}, from 1880 to 1885, and for Chor-
ley since. His election from there was
unopposed. ' He was opposed even to the
consideration of the question of home
rule for Ireland.

* A feature of the third biennial counci
of the W(_)x‘ld’s Women’s Chrigtian 't‘em-
perance Union and the nineteenth coun-
cil. of .the British Women’s Temperance
A;ssocxation is to be the presencq in pul-
pits. of different -denominations of wo-
man. Among the churches in which
women are invited to speak are three
of the best known churches in the world,
amongst what are called = in England

“nonconformists.” These are Spurgeon's
tabernacle, the City Temple (Dr. Park-
er's), and Western City Road Chapcl.
Lady Henry Somerset and Miss Willard
are to speak in the City Temple at 3:39
o’clock on'June 16, the day preceding the
great convention. Miss. Lillian Phelps,
of Canada, will also speak in someo.prom-
inent cburch on that day.

It is rumored that Mrs. Frank Leslia
will soon arrive in England to visit her
ex-mother-in-law, Lady Wilde, and to do
what she can to comfort that lady in her
trouble in the disgraceful scandal in
which her eldest son, Oscar Wilde, has
cut so prominent a figure.

_ A dispatch from Pekin states that the
Hmperor has issued a decree recalling
, from  the island of Formosa, ceded to

Japan by the treaty of peace, all the
i Chinese officials on that island.
A dispatch from Paris says the French
. government has decided to ask parlia-
ment for a special credit in order to erect
a monument to the soldiers who fell dur-
ing the war between France and Ger
many from ’70 to ’71. The monument
will be erected on the anniversary of the
capitulation of Sedan, which occurred on
September 2nd, 1870.

Advices from Rome state that severe
earthquake shocks welte experienced Sun-
day evening at Spoleto, a town situated
on an isolated hill about 24 miles north
| of Rieti, which is located forty miles
from this city. Full particulars cannot
be obtained, but much damage was done
and many houses injured. The town is
lcor'mected across the ravine with the
neighboring height by a bridge and an
aqueduct six hundred feet high. There
are people who fear this structure may
be damaged. Assistance has been sent
from Rieti. The damaged town has a
ﬁne‘ citadel, cathedral, Roman arch, re-
mains of a theatre and other antiquities.
Population 7.000. Dispatches from Flor-
ence shpw that the authorities are doing
everything to repair the damage. Troops
ihfwe been actively employed since the
f(llgaster in succoring the sufferers in
! neighboring towns, and the distress is
, greatly lightened.

COMING EVENTS, ETC.

fl‘here is nothing particalar the.matter
with the Conservative party at Ottaw'-x
except that it is dead. Only the ey>-
witness can thoroughly realize its limﬁ
and lifeless condition, and even for an
f;ppone‘nt of the government the spectacie
is positively melancholy. One recalls
tl}e; days when an attaek from the oppo-
sition was almost welcomed as an occa-
lsxon for rallying the government forces.
I when the reply was not a mere defence
| but an instant carrying of the war inte
the enemy’s camp, when the government
benches filled as the leader rose, and
when there was eager rivalry among the
young men as to which should have the
honor of continuing the battle. . All this
is now nothing more than a memory. Th
Conservative journals are trying to make
merry over the Young Liberals’ offer of
prizes for a campaign song. What th:
Conservatives ought to do is to' offer a
reward for a dirge, with a refrain like
the ancient one, “the former times were
better than these’” ‘* * % Kyen tl
leadership: §&~4he house seems -to_have
passed oversfo-the opposition. It is i
invidious thing to make comparisons of
intellectnal force and ability, but it is’
patent to any observer that in parlia-
mentary experience, in knowledge of the
constitution, in knowledge of finance, in
acquaintance with public affairs general
ly, Mr. Laurier and his colleagues show
a vast superiority over their opponents.
It is a curious thing to see members «f
the opposition criticizing some act of tue
administration, manifesting a full and
accurate knowledge of the facts, while
the head of the department that is under
fire hesitates, professes ignorance of tne
case, and pleads for delay in order to be-
come familiar with facts which it is his
business to know-better than any other
man. This is a spectacle which may be
witnessed almost any day on which im-
rortant business is done at -Ottawa.—Qt-
tawa correspondence.

PARTICULARS WANTED.

To the Editor:—I see in the weekly
Colonist that a gentleman, who is well
known and . highl¥ respected here, was
convicted at the provincial police court
“for felling a tree across the West Sasaa-
ich road.” Now, I believe it was not
the West Saanich road, and it seems as
if it had been put into that paper for 1he
express purpose of damaging Mr. Watt's
character.

I should like if some one better se-
quainted with the facts would kindly
bring this matter through the medium of
yvour paper before the public, for I think
no man in his sane senses would wil-
fully do such a thing as block up a pub-
lic highway so well known as the West
Saanich road. Hoping you will give this
space in your valuable paper, I am yours,

FARMER.

Saanich, May 18.

WeakWomen

and all mothers who are nursing
babies derive great benefit from
Scott’s Emulsion. This prepara-
tion serves two purposes. It
gives vital strength to mothers
and also enriches their milk and
thus makes their babies thrive.

Scott’s
mulsion

is a constructive food that pre-
motes the making of healthy
tissue and bone. Tt is a wonder-
ful remedy for Emaciation, General
Debility, Throat and Lung Complaints,

Coughs, Colds, Anaemia, Scrofula and
Wasting Diseases of Children.

Send for Pamphlet o Scott's Emulsion, Pree.
Scott & Bowne, Belleviite. Al Druggiets, 50¢. & §1,
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