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The organie elements, carbon, ete., are not to be f
materials of the plant, but are there combined with one
known compounds. These have been formed from
absorbed, just as the bone, flesh and blood of which we are made up has been
derived from the food we have eaten. They are not absolutely, but they are
essentiall; the same as the food. The food has been converted by the life
funetions of digestion and assimilation into muscles, boae and so forth. Remem-
ber this, then, that just as we are constituted of the food we eat, so are plants
made up of the elements of food they take in. These elements are built up,
by the life functions of the plants into various substances. What are these
substances ? These organic elements, combined in various proportions, become
protein or albuminoids, of starch, sugar, fibre and oil. The Albuminoids are so
ealled because of their chemical resemblance to the white of an egg, a substance
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