
any time that one can now measure.
The decisive blow on the military 

side in this war will have to come 
somewhere between the Vosges and 
the sea. The inability to recognize this 
fact in 1915 led the British into the 
almost fatal blunder of Gallipoli. Ger­
many is the chief enemy, and when 
Germany is beaten the entire coalition 
of Central Europe will fall. Even 
should Austria make a separate peace 
Germany would remain to be disposed 

•of: but if Germany is defeated the 
Austrian resistance will not last long 
thereafter.

Allies Gains This Summer.
The campaign of 1917 has hardly 

eight weeks more to go. The Allied 
offence in Flanders has suffered 
gravely from bad weather. Last year 
at the critical moment in the Somme 
the early onset of autumn rain saved 
the Germans. Unprecedented wet 
weather this year has held up 
the British operations about Ypres, 
and there is now some question as io 
whether the campaign there will have

gin to become available in consider­
able numbers on the western front. If 
we have a quarter of a million troops 
ready to use next summer and an­
other quarter of a million on European 
soil in training, we shall have con­
tributed materially to lessening the 
strain upon the French, and the Eng- 
lish, instead of having to take over 
more French lines, will be able to 
concentrate their offert en another of­
fensive somewhere between the Yser 
and the Oise.

Riga and the Peace Campaign.
The fall of Riga has been hailed by 

the kaiser as another milestone to 
victory. It is. as I have pointed out, 
another milestone on the read to the 
realization of Mitteleuropa. For the 
Allies it will not be accepted as a

any serious consequences this year 
beyond the seizure of the high ground 
around Ypres, as the high ground above 
Lens and Arras was taken by earlier 
offensives. The French at Verdun, on 
the Masonvillers Heights east of 
Rheims and on the Chemin-des-Dames 
west of Rheims have already seized all 
good observation points along their 
front. The British are now in pos­
session of similar heights from St. 
Quentin to the Yser, except about La- 
Bassee. It is going to cost the Ger­
mans much greater casualties this 
winter than last because of British and 
French advantage in observation and 
superiority In heavy artillery.

But the Russian collapse has already 
changed the face of the war for the 
present year.* The conference of the 
Allied general staffs, which has just 
been called, is an evidence that a new

milestone, but as a warning—& warn­
ing of the condition in Russia which 
has patently become such that all re­
liance upon any military assistance 
from the Slav state must be abandon­
ed. The collapse of Russia has post- 

It has

military policy is probably to be 
formulated, and this new policy will 
probably mean a postponement of any 
considerable attacks until next year.
when American man power will be- poned German defeat a year.
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5 & YOUR TRIP TO THE FAIR

Will Be Made More Enjoyable By 
Visiting Our Display of

4RRA

The giore phonographs you have heard of other makes, the better you will appreciate the merits of the 
Starr. It marks an epochal advancement in the field of music, and we are proud to offer to the Cana- 
dian publie this latest development in the phonogra phie field.
We want you to see it, and let us explain its many superior qualities. When you hear the Starr s rich, 
pure tone, without the usual scratching, blurring noise, you will be convinced that it is the instrument 

you have been waiting for. We’ll gladly play your favorite selections on the Starr any time 
you call.

GGCA

The Starr Phonograph will play per­
fectly any disc record made, but Starr 
Records arc heavier and harder than 
customary, and practically indestruc- 
tible.

IN ADDITION TO STARR PHONO- 

GRAPHS AND RECORDS WE WILL

ALSO SHOW THE CELEBRATED
GOURLAY PIANOS AND PLAYER-

PIANOS IN OUR BOOTH TO THE

D LEFT OF ENTRANCE IN MAINNS P STYLE IIBUILDING.

Canadian Phonograph
261 DUNDAS STREETDOWNTOWN OFFICE AND WAREROOMS = =

Sole Canadian Distributors tor Starr Phonographs and Records.
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given the Germans an unequalled op­
portunity to make the great peace 
campaign for which they are prepar­
ing. Already it is the peace manoeu­
vres of Germany and not the military 
operations which are commanding the 
attention of the world. The Riga vic­
tory will be used as one more argument 
to prove Germany invincible, both at 
home and abroad. It will be used as 
one more basis for combating in Ger­
many the doctrine of no annexation 
and no indemnity, and it will be used 
abroad to stimulate war weariness and 
the pacifism discoverable tn all three 
of the great European nations which 
are still fighting Germany to the lim­
it of their strength. It was probably 
timed to counteract the effect of the 
Verdun achievement of the French. 
There has never been any moment n 
the last few months when Riga could 
not have been taken by the Germans 
had they chosen. They had manifestly 
saved it for the time when its fall 
would contribute most to raising their 
fortunes in the eyes of the world

races and so many nations. We con­
tinue here to talk of Germany as if 
it were the Germany of 1914, and of 
Austria. We continue to think of 
Europe as divided as it was before 
the present war. And all this is of 
infinite service to the Germans and of 
infinite injury to the Allied cause. The 
truth is the truth of the map. The 
fact is the fact that is disclosed by 
an examination of the atlas. For the 
firing lines of the central powers have 
come to be the frontiers of Germany 
Germany has achieved territorially 
more than 90 per cent of all that she 
hoped to achieve when she began the 
war. Napoleon at the height of his 
power had not a greater success on 
the map than Germany has. German 
failure has been in her inability to de­
stroy France before England prepared 
for war, and in her inability to wear 
out England and France before the 
United States began to send its men 
to the conflict. Today the war can 
have but one of two endings if Ger­
many is not to dominate the world. 
The Allies must either win a decisive 
battle in the field or they must con­
tinue to exert and multiply the pres­
sure upon Germany until hunger, casu­
alties, economic ruin, finally compel the 
masses of the German people to lay 
aside the dream of world power and 
to consent to the restoration of Bel­
gium. Serbia and Rumania, as well as 
of France. And despite her parlia-

tention to part with a single portion 
of this huge Mitteleuropa; not even 
Belgium has been offered back by the 
Hohenzollerns.

Riga should for the American peo­
ple serve to emphasize again the act­
ual situation in Europe, the extent 
of German successes and the great­
ness of the danger that if German de­
feat is not complete we shall emerge 
from this war only to begin prepara­
tions for a new war The real dan­
ger now is the sort of peace which 
will enable Germany to recuperate and 
give her time to organize her present 
conquests in such fashion as to com­
plete her aim, which is world su­
premacy.

The Italian Pause.
I had hoped in the present week to 

discus the Italian operation in some 
detail, but despite continued local 
advances there has been an unmis­
takable slackening, which is the in­
evitable concomitant of the present 
sort of war. which requires time both 
for advancing the heavy artillery and 
for restoring stocks of munitions ex­
hausted by the bombardments which 
are the prelude to attack. The Italians 
have not yet captured Monte Gabriele 
or Hermada Hill as I write these lines 
on September 4. Those are the next 
objectives, and until they fall the 
Italian advance will still be held up. 
Both are positions essential alike to 
Austrian defence and Italian advance. 
When they have fallen, and the

mentary gestures, the real power in 
Germany, which is the throne and the
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Bulgarian ally was almost within sight 
of the ancient walls of Saloniki, and a British army was going to defeat and 
■surrender before Bagdad.
■ In February, 1916, Germany came 
■west to make the great Verdun attack I which was designed to crush the sole I remaining force effectively in the field F at the moment. Could the French I 
I army have been broken Mitteleuropa i h would have been a permanent fact for I many months were to pass before, 
IGreat Britain could yet be ready for 
• her work at the Somme. Mitteleuropa I was destroyed at Verdun. Every day 1since has seen the slow ebb of German' hope to preserve that empire which German armies, German statesmen 
■and German soldiers had created from 
■the Baltic to the Garden of Eden, from 
■the Dvina to the coast of Flanders • facing the British Isles.
■ In 1916 Calais. Riga, Saloniki and 
■ Basra, the port of Bagdad, were all I the vital details in Mitteleuropa that ■had escaped the Germans, and de- 
- 4 Dite the contemporary view, all save 
■Calais were within the grasp of Ger- 
■many whenever she chose to concen- 
■rate the guns and men necessary to take them. . She chose rather to seek 1 a larger triumph at Verdun, which would have enabled her to gather in L her own time the remaining fruits her great successes.0

The fall of Riga now means merely that she has chosen to take one of 
rthose ports because the effort was no 
I longer great, and the prize had 3 7 moral value for a public which had re- cently faced disasters in the west and a denial of the hope of peace It is 
■necessary to understand the German 
• spirit when the nation as a whole went 
■to war to realize how difficult it is 
■now to bring home to the masses of 
■the people, and above all to their lead- 

ers, the necessity of abandoning what, 
N has been won. Germany went to war 1 
Iin 1914 believing that the campaign of' 
g 1870 would be repeated; that a short| 

sharp struggle would give her Josses- 
■sion of the land she coveted, the su- 
■ premacy in Europe she desired, and 
■the foundation for the attack which g should first destroy the British Em 
■ and then enable her to build a, 
■ German empire beyond the seas. The 
■ victory was not so swift: her initial 
■blow was parried at the Marne, Aus- 
:tria was almost destroyed in the open- 

■ ng campaign in Galicia; and vet after 
a few months of delay incident to 

preparation a new German blow in!
the east shattered and destroyed Rus-. 

Isian military strength and before the 
year had ended almost all the eastern. 

Balkan, Asiatic purposes of Germany 
■were realized, and from that day to 
■ this they have endured. The line of 
■ power runs clear and uninterrupted to- 
■day from Berlin to Jerusalem and to 
■the environs of Bagdad. It is a real- 
■tty on the map and in the minds of 
$ the German people still. It is a reality 
■ which grows less permanent as month 
7 follows month of terrible casualties, of L suffering at home, of losses of influ- 
enee and future commercial opportunity 
■abroad. But it is still the most daz- I zling dream that any race dreamed. 
Iand it acquires a new, if passing, vi- P tality when Riga, one of the last ele- Iments, is at last brought within the L Mitteleuropa frontier.
■ The war will have to continue until 
J the dream is shattered, because a Ger- 
J many dominating Central Europe at 
/ the close of the war will dominate the I world within a quarter of a century.
* It would have been shattered already 
Iif Russia had not fallen, mainly through 
1German intrigue; for it was the Ger- 
• mans who corrupted the monarchy and 

led it. to the great betrayal of the Rus- 
• sian armies in 1915 and 1916; to the 
F sacrifice of Rumania, which remains 
Ithe greatest tragedy of the war; and 
• when the monarchy had fallen turned 
Ito the radicals of the revolution and 1 transformed the hope of a Russian re- 
► public into the peril of Russian an- 
Iarchy and the danger of a reactionI 
I which should return the Romanoff T power, with all that this means to de- 
Imocracy in the world.
L The Truth of the Map.
[The military significance of Riga is 
L small, because the war must be won or 
* ■ now on the western front and

every regiment and gun of the Ger-!r mans diverted from this critical field I a gain for the Allies. But on the 
moral side it would be folly to mistake T value to the German leaders who 
1es re still to bring back provinces 

and power from their war of a new L success and the attainment of one of 
• the objectives which were in their 

minds when they made their first at-
I ack.
;The greatest weakness in America 

at the present time is the failure to Irecognize things as they are in Central I Europe and Eastern Asia. There is no 1 longer an Austria, a Bulgaria, or a 
Turkey free to act Serbia has fallen;
.Cumania remains but a hopeless frag- 
• ment; German will is absolute on the 1 military side in all this huge empire.
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ELECTRIC and AUTOMOBILE SUPPLIES

FAIR VISITORS WELCOME
To Western Fair visitors we extend a cordial invitation to visit our show- 
rooms and see the newest Electric Fixtures, Portables, Utilities, Apparatus, 
Motors, etc. This is an Electric Store that knows your wants.

ELECTRIC FIXTURESStandard Automobile 
Equipment

Dominion Tires
Willard Storage Batteries
Westinghouse Lamps
Yankee Pumps
Adamson Vulcanizers
Corbin & Brown Speedo­

meters
Spark Plugs

Storage Batteries
Don’t forget that were on the job to 
help you get long life and service from 
your battery. This is an important part 
of our business.
We repair and overhaul all makes of 
storage batteries. Besides, we are the 
only official Willard service station in 
this section.
Our service men are experts

A large stock of Willard Storage Bat­
teries and parts always maintained 
Also batteries for rent.

In our showrooms, which we ask you to visit, we 
exhibit the largest stock of Lighting Fixtures in 
Western Ontario. Every new and up-to-date fixture 
for home, office, store and factory is shown. Merely 
tell us your needs and we will give you the most ap­
propriate equipment.
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Take Home a Decorative Lamp
In the effort to produce beautiful effects, close attention has been paid to the artistic 
designs of these lamps. Then, too, every one of them is well made of dependable, high- 
grade materials and is sure to give good service in the home. Table Lamps, Desk Lan us. 
Dining Domes, etc.
FOR STORES, PUBLIC BUILDINGS, H ALLS AND CHURCHES 
we make a specialty of Nitrogen Lighting F ixtures.+ ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 

EXPERT ELECTRICIANS
ELECTRIC AND AUTOMOBILE SUP 

PLIES OF ALL KINDS.

WHOLESALE and RETAIL
We are wholesalers and retailers ot all kinds of Electric Supplies. Our 
reputation is your guarantee of quality and satisfaction. The Benson- 
Wilcox Electric Company make no claims they will not back up.
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FURNITUR12
THE WAY TO SUCCESS

Is as plain as the way to the Fair Grounds. It depends hiefl on how and 
where you buy your furniture needs.

VISITORS TO LONDON FAIR
Are invited to drop into our showrooms. Make this your headquarters for meet­
ing your friends. Come in and look around. You are under no obligation to 
buy. We’ll be glad to show you our new designs in Housefurnishings.

THE OPEN DOOR AT FERGUSONS
Open for close inspection any time.

BEAUTY IN FURNITURE HERE
As we are not showing at the Fair Grounds this year. Besides we give the big­
gest values in the city.

NOTES FROM THE BANK
Go a long way at our store.

A WISE HUNTER
After bargains first consults the newspaper advertisements, and then investi­
gates them.

OUR CLAIM IS NOW OPEN
And in good working order. Clearing our a lot of odds and nds of Parlor and 
Den Furniture.

THE FIRST DUTY
Of a married man is home protection, buying where he van get the best for the 
least money.

V THE FIRST THING
You should do after reading this notice is to drop around and look our goods 
over. Yours truly.

J. FERGUSON’S SONS
174 TO 180 KING STREET

FALL OF RIGA 
(Continued from Page Eleven)

1

11 ---------1 CTV est 100€ on DOCI OI ithem, then there will probably be a 
material change in the lines and a 
considerable Austrian withdrawal to 
new lines of defence, nearer Triest. 
The reported dispatch of two Bavar­
ian divisions to the Isonzo front in­
dicates the growing gravity of the 
situation in the minds of Hindenburg and the German general staff.
There is a marked tendency in this country at the present time to exag- gerate the importance of the Italian 
operations and to suggest that a 
Sieping victory, which might include the fall ot Triest. would have a great- 
er influence upon the war than any posible achievement on the French 
front. This seems to me a mistaken 
view. Even if Triest fell and the Italians were able to push eastward 
widening their front as they went and thus increasing the opportunity to 
make use of the great numbers which they have, there are too many ob­
stacles on the road to Vienna to hold 
out any promise in this direction in


