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CoMMirm Room No. 3«»

Ottawa, Wxokudat, April 3, 1907.

Tha 8«lMt Standins CommtttM on Airlcnlturt and Colonlntlon mat her* tht*
day at 10 a.in.. Mr. McKmuI*. Chalrmao, prMtding.

Dr. Jam*! W. Robertion, Principal o( the Macdonald Collai*. Ste. Anne d*
B«ll«TiM. Qnabee, attendad by raquMt of tiM CommlttM and made the following sute-
Bant:—

Mr. Chairman and Oentleuen,—I am Tery much obllguu lo thU Committee (or th»
opporionlty of laying before Iti^ members some Information regarding the Macdonald
College, and what haa become known in Canada aa the Macdonald Movement for the
adTancament of agricnitnre and education. Many of na look for much benefit from
them to the whole of Canada. 1 gratefully recognise that In the past, when I had the
honour and priTllege of being Commlaaloner of Agriculture and Dairying for the
Dominion, thia Committee gave me many opportunities in its meetings and In Its

reports of laying before the people of Canada aome of the plana which the Department
of AgrietUture had under oonalderatlon for the promotion of agriculture; and I am
Tantnring to hope that the Committee will let me, in uy new capactty aa Director of
the Macdonald Movement and the Macdonald College, continue in the aame friendly

relatlonahlp.

aom FBOBLElia and KXPKBIMEItrs.

Some of the problems which we Canadians have to face and solve for ourselves
are common to all self-governing nations, but others of them are peculiar to us. For
instanoa, there are apedal national problema due to our youth; to our aize; to the
ehaimeter, vastneas and potential valuea of our undeveloped reaourcea; and to the
large amount of foreign blood pouring Into onr citisenabip. The large Inflow of
forelgnera who ocme to mix with our people adda difflcultlea to the ordinary problema
of agriculture and of education. Theae people bring In not merely different methods
of doing thlnga but different aodal atandarda and Ideala. The traditiona tbey have
inherited, the conditlona under which they have been brought up, their rutlook on life,

theae are all different from ouie. For our aafety and their welfare .t is neceasary
that theae people ahould be ao educated, ao led and so guided by competent leadera

that they will be inclined to live on the land, and not to herd In the oltlea; that they
will be able to Il*e on the land with profit and contentment to themaelves and thus join

our own people in making our civilisation progreaalve and whcleaome for the whole
of ua.

To help In the aolutlon of some of the problems arising from thoae conditions
la part of the work for which the Macdonald College haa been founded and endowed
by Sir William C. Macdonald, of MontreaL We are all making experiments; we are
doing that to the extent to which we live in a way that is consciously rational, tryivig .

to do the best we «m with ourselves and the conditions in which we 1i^-i ourselves.

We are tmsteea of life, and of the Inatltutiona and national honour of Canada, aa


