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This piece of ice had formed the thickest part of the island andtMs will explain its having lasted so long. A layer of earth and
P enty of vegetacion covered it, and the base of ice must have been

h.we fed It with fresh ice," in the countless centuries duringwhich It was connected with the mainland. Even now its meanheight was five or six feet above the sea le.el, and its base wasprobably of about the same tbi.kn.si. Although in these quiet
waters :t was not likely to be broken, it could not fail gradually
to melt, and the rapid dissolution could actually be watched at theedges for as the long waves licked the sides, piece after piece ofground with Its verdant covering sank to rise no more.

^

On this 0th June a fall of this nature occurred at about one
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"''' '"^'""'^'^^^ "° «"^ ^^ i^ ^'^^^ time,and all that was saved was a few planks and two or three of thetimbers of the roofs. Most of the cookn.. utensils and all theast onomical n,stn.nents were lost. The colonists were now
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'^' '^°'"* ''-"'' "^ '^« '''''' where nothingprote ted Lorn from the weather, but fortunately a few tools hadbeen left there, with the air pun.ps and the air-vessel, which Hob"nhad employed for catching a little of the rain-water for drinking

purposes, as he i.o longer darea to draw for a supply upon the ilevery atom of which was of value.
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" I am going to drown myself, ma'am."
*' What, Keilet ? " exclaimed the lady.

I have honght the matter well over : th.re is no escape for us, andI prefer dying at once to waiting to be killed "
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And Keilet turned towards the sea. Mrs Barnett, terrified at his


