
left a-^ " sliccp having' no ^luplicrd." A time of vacancy is not

seldom a time of trial to a C(.ii^'re'„Mti»m. When it occurs, it is

s..mctimes the indication of tr..ul)lc ; it is sometimes the cause

of trouble. It is frequently a season, not of advance, but of

retro^'re^si-.n. From evils such as these, God has spared you

.iiid ill your case the proi)hctic word has been fulfilled: "Vet

shall u'll 111)' teachers be removed into a corner any more, but

thine e\es shall see thy teachers." It has taken away from my-

self not a little of the bitterness of this parting, that I am able

—speakini,' after the manner of men—to leave you in such },'ood

hands. The cmniii;^' to us of my belove<l friend and brother-

Mr. I'\>rl>es, ti> i)c m\- colleague and successor- lias been aj;reat

blessing' to \()U, as it has been to me, and our fellowship in the

active work ..f the ministry- I am speaking only for myself—

has been of the h.ippiest and most cordial kind. Hut that fellow-

shi]) comes, this da\-, to an end, and one result will be, that wh.it-

ever chaiigt^s ina\- take i)lacc, his labors and responsibilities will

be. for a lime, I trust a short time, to some considerable extent,

increased. In any case, however, let me impress on you as my

last word keep ever in mind what the Christian ministry is. It is

not a luiinaii, but a divine institution. It is the ordinance of

Christ, who, as the ajjosile tells us : "When lie ascended up on

hi'^h, L^ave ;^dfts unto men, and he ;^'ave some vto be; apostles
;
and

some fto bey prophets ; and some (to be) evangelists ; and some

ftobe) pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints,

for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of

Christ; till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the

knowledge of the son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the

measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ."

With the ministry, of Christ, therefore. Christian men and

women, \our best and highest interests are indissolubly bound up.

Do everything, then, to strengthen your minister's hands, and to

encourage his heart. Give him, and give him cheerfully, as you

are al)le to do, an adetiuate sui)port, that thus, set free from

worldly anxiety and care, he may be able to give himself entirely

to his work. I'ray for him. Come to the House of God regu-

larl\-. and give earnest heed unto, and lay well to heart, what
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