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navigation, maintninw relationn as cIoHe. Nova Scotia, almoHt an island, sends vesselsrom ovory port of her sliores to the noiKhhorinK ports of the Union, and curies on aHide «) extensive that of the annual tonnage that enters the port of Boston, morethan half is from Nova Scotia.

'

The nieans of intercommunication between Canada and the Lower Provinces, is
utterly msignihcant m the contrast.

^

By lan<i, lor pmctical purposes, none exists. An uncultivated and hilly country
opposes an efiectual harrier. Colonel Kohinson's valuable report of his surveys in
1848, gives unquestionable informution on this head. By water, the comparatively
(lis ant and circuitous navigation of the St. Lawrence offers the only route-one
httle used while open, and clo«^ed through a large part of the year. The result
13 Ignorance and uidiflerence aa regards each other, with little concern or abilitv for
iimtual oenent.

An Inter-Colonial Railroad would give the means of communication at present
vyantmg. It would open to Canada an Atlantic seaboard on British soil, from which
she is now cut off; and it would ofler to the Lower Provinces a ready access to tlie
vast field of enterprise and progress occupiedV their fellow subj( ts in the interior
It woul( prove a benefit of incalculable value, should it be the precursor of, as it is
au absolute necessity towards, a legislative union o*' Her Majesty's North American
Irovinces,— ameasure essential to the full development of the power which their
situation and character are calculated to confer, and without which they never can
attain tlie high position to which their united energies and advantiiges would lead

.1 ^rlt!^
^]^^ important objects to be accomplished by this work are considered, and

tie dilhculties of carrying it out, owing to the large extent of uncultivated country
tlnougli wluch It must pass in New Brunswick and Canada, with the consequent
drawbacks upon its remunerative character, it seemi not unreasonable to expect,
ui addition to the Imperial guarantee for the loan contracted by the Provinces,
soiiie more direct and substantial aid, as a contribution from the national funds, for
national advantages.

Confiniiur ourselves, however, to Nova Scotia, the aid we solicit is, we think, mo-
derate, and such as would entail neither inconvenience nor loss on the British Gov-
ernment.

In pressing upon your urgent consideration the obligations which, in our opinion
impose upon Her Majesty's Government the duty of extensively aiding the construc-
tion of an Liter-Colonial llailroad, we are not insensible- to the feeble influence exci-
ted by the representations of dangers distant and problematical, when the attention
IS already occupied jjy objects of present and urgent interest.
Much that we have suggested is however neither distant nor hypothetical, but is of

actual existence and daily operation. For, while Canada remains cut oft* from com-
iiuiiucation with the Lower Provinces and with the Atlantic shore on British terri-
tory, the tendencies to alienation between her and the sister Provinces, and to the
appi-oxiinaticm of all tlie Colonies to the United States, must strengthen and mature.

That portion of our oljservations founded on the contingency of war with the
United States, deals indeed with the future ; but if the history of nations and the
experience of the past may b.; relied on, it can hardly jje treated as hypothetical, in
the sense which would preclude it from present consideration—for the undertaking
which we urge must be accomplished Avliilc tlie danger that prompts it is distant and
contingent, otherwise it will come too late to avert the evils it is designed to coun-
teract. That the time will come when the evils resulting f;om the want of such a
communication between the North American Provinces, will be ielt. should the mea-
sure l)e delayed, and that the question will arise,—Where rests the responsibility foi
the neglect ? we cannot doubt. Her Majesty's Colonial subjects will not be found

'^ chargeable,
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