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have acquired, to your farther advancomfint in holi-
ness to th« prevention, as extensively as p(,ssihle of
all that ,s incons: tent vvKh the Christian -hnract'c rand t.o the immediate suppression and relinnuishmmi
ol whatever n.ay he found to militate apainst the spi-
rit ot t.ie gospel. In a held of remark so exUri-
sive we miKsi. restrict ourselves to a selection of par-
ticulats.

"

The first topic to which we would most earnestly
solicit tiie consideration of each of you, is the abso-
lute necessity oi' personal pidy. With this, none can
with any sakty dispense. Let this view be constantly
and most solemnly impressed on your mind.^. From
the prolession which you make, wo are bound in
clKirity, to form respecting you, favorable conclusions
1 his we do most willincrly. Our judgment, howevermus rest on outward indications, whileGod judireth
by the unerring inspection of the heart. The salva-
tion of man IS one principal design of the preachinff
of the gospel; and observe of what momentous conse-
quence this object in the estimation of God, is, fromwhat he has done, in order that the message of hfemight be addressed to us. It is only according to thenumber of the truly religious among us, together with
(he degree of spiritual acquisition in ea ^i, that woH)rma part of the Church of Christ. All others
whatever their standing in the view of their fellow!
men, whatever influence or respectability they may
possess, or whatever the grace cf God may yet bavom reserve for them, are still a portion of the - world^hathethm wickedness." The hne of distinction ,s
clear; let no man therefore debeive himself. Of what
real and permanent advantage can it prove to any
one, to have had only a place in the church visiblehowever much you may have been useful to others orenjoyed their confidence and approbation, while allalong you have been destitute of the power of godli-
ness. What comfort shall this afford you in the end?AUhough a place in the visible church, and a form af


