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Board of Trade of Montreal, but other Boards of Trade throuehr
out the country had petitioned for this reduction of duties The
proposition (as we understood) was to reduce the present dutieson sugar from 9s. and 12^ per cent, to 7s. and 12^ per ce^^t by
the United States and 7s. only by the St. Lawrence; a" I
r » }J?' ^^ ^""^

^. P^' ^^"^ ^y ^^'^ St. Lawrence and Idper lb. and 12^ per cent by the United States.-IIe thought thiswas carrying out what might properly be called a Canadian policyand he confessed he was a little astonished by one of the positionstaken by the hon. member for Montreal in his letter of resignat onon hat evening. He alluded to the reriprccity that genSemanspoke of establishing with the West Indies. nL what was^hemeaning of reciprocity with the West Indies? Why did thevtake our flour cheaper than the United States 1 Was this not infact a policy, which the Government now only proposed toextend ? If we were to take West Indian sugar at lowV dutiesthan American srgar that was not free trade. Nor was thispolicy opposed to liie opening of a canal between the St. Law-rence and Lake Champlain.-At present there were severllroutes diverging from the St Lawrence. There was th^ StLawrence and Champlain Railroad
; another road was ab^ut tobe opened f^om Ca^ ^hnawaga, and a third one from Montrea to

IZnfiT' ""'f^
^'^"^Pleted Now, the trade through every

Z.! r f '•^"^rr
'd toll through the Welland and St. Law-rence Canals and Montreal was thus at this moment competing

wSi ^f^,^,7'^"'f
«"d Oswego, whose trade only paid thfWelland tolls Now, what was proposed was, that all vessels

that go through the Welland Canal should pay both tolls. ?h

L

would make a difference of 2id per barrel on flour. His honfriend asserted that that would turn all the trade of the St Lawrence to BufTaio Now, he did not believe that the Americanforwarders vvould have to reduce their charges by that su n, anSCanada would get more toll. The cost of carrying flour wasmade up of freight and tolls. The interest of the fJrwarde s was

minZS '""^y ^'^ '"'^1^^ ^^. '^^ ™^--"- -^1 the tlatThe
^^\TnA^ ™ """^ i ^'P'"^^" that this would destroy the

w ' T^ 'f
'y^^' prepared to run a great risk for a great obiect

ZZl^" fT"rL '"^^^^' '^^' this was not an objec of im:portance, he might hesitate. And now he would ask wneth^r
•f he canal from the St. Lawrence to Lake Champlain we'e

nil Lf''
n' '' ^°"'? ""^ ^' ^" ^^^«"tage to that canal to make

freetrat h .h'''^'",.^"°r
attachment to the doctrines of

it h«H hi' t ^^ T^'^t ''P'y *^ ^'^^t, that for fully three years

n crt^r to"r^rr 'Y'^'
^'^'" ^^"«"'- "^ ^^^Ptin^ this policy,

t was L d ^«h. K
f^' ^?.' P°''*'°" *° ""g^tiate, if, as at presen

It was said, she had nothing to give in exchange for what she


