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desires to co-ordinate all his knowledge into a

mutually supporting system, thus making his ex-

perience a fruitful starting-point for the acquisition

and '^assimilation" of further knowledge. It

helps him to understand the educational signi-

ficance and value of different studies, and to adopt

methods suitable to the subject taught, and ad-

apted to the mental cv^nditions of his pupils. It

leads him to acquire an absorbing and intelligent

interest in his pupils and in everything that con-

cerns their physical, mental, and moi .1 well-being.

It aids him in avoiding many mistakes on his own

part. It enables him to a iist his pupils in guard-

ing against many dangers that beset them. It

leads to at least the beginning of an acquaintance-

ship with many of the highest and most renowned

exponents of the intellectual life of the race.

Although the history of the science of Psycho-

logy still remains unwritten, it has nevertheless

had a noteworthy growth, extending over many

centuries, and gathering up the wisdom of many

of the ablest thinkers of every age. Beginning, as

every science has done, in the vague generaliz-

ations of ordinary experience recorded in language

and literature, passing on to more explicit classi-

fications, definitions, aad explanationsof a descrip-

tive kind, it has at last become exact, definite,

experimental and scientific, at least in aim and

method, if not in full accomplishment.


