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But though where there is vice there muft

be want of reverence, it is not reciprocally true,
that when there is want of reverence there is al-

ways vice. That awe whicli great adlions or
abilities imprefs will be inevitably diminilhed by
acquaintance, though nothing either mean or
criminal fliould be foufid.

Of men, as of every thing clfc, we muft judge
according to our knowledge. When we fee of
a Hero only his Battles, or of a Writer only his
Books, we have nothing to allay our ideas o*'

» their Greatnefs. We coniider the one only as
the Guardian of his country, and the other only
as the Inftruftor ofmankind. We have neither

opportunity nor motive to examine the minuter
parts of their lives, or the lefs apparent peculia-

rities of their charafters ; we name them with
habitual refpea, and forget, vhat we ftill con-
tinue to know, that they are men like othpr
mortals.

But fuch is the conftitution of the world, that

much of life muft be fpent in the fame manner
by the wife and the ignorant, the exalted and the
low. Men, however diftinguifhed by external
accidents or intrinfick qualities, have all the
fame wants, the fame pains, and, as far as the
fenfes are confulted, the fame pleafures. The
petty cares and petty duties are the fame in every
ftation to every underftanding, and every hour
kings fome occalion on which we all fink to

the


