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United StotM they ihall Mod noMrafMlaved
ffoodi into tbifl eounttv. Whensvev oo the

poUtioid ptUtfonn we uve advooet«d a policy

of unrettrioted ocmmeroiai reUtionahip, we
wen met with the statement : "This is very
nice. We are in favor of unrestricted com-
mercial interooune, but the Americans ^1
not give us reciprocity, and the result is that

we are bound and compelled to stand on ovur

dignity and decline to take any measures for

this purpose." To meet this point is the

purpose for which I am on my feet to-day.

There has been introduced into the congress

of the iTnited States, by one of the most in-

fluential members of that body—Mr. Butter-

worth, of Ohio—a measure of a most com-
prehensive character. In two or three

clauses he proposes to settle the whole diffi-

culty by striking down the customs houses

between Canada and the ITnited States.

The measure he proposes is a
treaty of the most absolutely free and
unrestricted commercial intercourse. He
Eroposes that there shall not be a customs
ouse betw^ the United States and Oan^

ada. A line of customs houses between the

United States and Canada is the most un-

natural and uuphilosophical thing that can
be imagined. If the people of the United
States were a nation of Patagonians or sav-

ages there might be some reason for our not

having intercourse with them, but the people

of the United States are a people speakmg
the same language that we do; they sprung
from the same thai we do; they have a com-
mon fatherhood with us in 4^e English speak-

ing race, and to-day nothing but an imagin-

ary line separate the two peoples. Take a
map of America and draw a Ime east and
west, from San Francisco to Nova Scotia,

and there might be some sease in maintain-

ing cu<«tom houses on either side of the line;

but if I travel in a straight line from here to

Toronto, five-sixths of the journey, would be
on American territory.

There i»no natural cohesion between the

low-T and the upper provinces of this Do-
minion. The province of Ontario has her

proper commercial complement in the states

of New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, IHonois

and Michigan. The natural commercial out-

lets of the province of Manitoba are St. Paul,

Minneapolis, etc. The commercial comple-

ment of the province of British Columbia is

San Francisco. Take these facts into consid-

eration, and I see no reason for having cus-

toms houses between us and the United
States. If it is , a good thing tc have
customs houses between people of the same
language .and the same race, then it would be

a good thing to draw a customs line across

Ontario ; across Nova Scotia ; it would be a

good thing to divide the whole Dominion up
into customs lines. But the science of poli-

tical economy indicates that customs lines are

a burden and a curse to the countries that

establi«h them, and that they injure and
hamper and destroy trade, and the true and
sound economical basis upon which trade

should rest is free and unrestricted trade

without any hindrances whatever, and the
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courage to adopt this principle, is the parlia-

ment that sits at Westminister. if Mr.
Butterworth's bill is adopted by the congress

oi-tbe JJnited -State*—

Dr. MoKat—What progresa has been made
with it.

Hon. Mr. LoNOtET—I will oorce to that

too. If this bill should become law then I

say it is not in the mouths of the opponents
of free and unrestricted trade with the United
States, to say *' what is the use of Ulking
about free trade with the United States. You
cannot get it." If the Butterworth bill passes

you ean get it, and it will only remain for the
parliament of Canada to pass a correspond*

ing bill, and down goes the customs line at

once, and trade wUl flow as Ireely between
the United States and Canada, as it now
flows between Massachussets and Connecti-

cut. Now. what, in brief, is that bill? and I

must ask thepatience of the house while I re-

iterate its purposes. It is simply that there

shall be no customs houses between Canada
and the United States, and that every pro-

vince of Canada shall have as free trade with
every state of the United States, as every
province of Canada has with each other, and
as every state of the union has with each
other. It provides also that we shall have
unrestricted coasting trade along the United
States. I suppose a greater boon could not
be conceded to oar people than this. We
have numbers of sailing vessels in Nova
Scotia which every year are diminishing in

value because this coasting trade has been
lost. To concede this boon to a country which
hai no equal as a ship-building country in the
woild; to open the entire coasting trade of

the United States to those who own vessels .

and schooners in the pruvince of Nova Scotia,

you«ould confer no greater boon upon them.
Therefore I regard it as a matter of the
utmost importance that a measure like that

before the congress of the United States

should be adopted at an early day. Some
gentleman asks me how far that bill has pro-

gressed. It has made no progress at all. It

was merely introduced as a notice tha>t it will

be again taken up when the United States

congress next meets, but from letters received

from eminent public men in the United
States I have the strongest reason to believe

that if the people here support that measure^
and receive it in a broad and liberal spirit,

.

and indicate their desire to reciprocate, that

bill, at the next session of the con-

gress of the United Statw, will be
adopted. It is said that the leaders of the
Republican party in the United States are

opposed to reciprocity. Sir, they are opposed
to reciprocity. Mr. Blaine, who is the
leader of the Republican party in the United
States, is the bitterest enemy of reciprocity.

He has never given any tolerance to the

idea of reciprocity, and on every public plat -

form where he has spoken he has opposed it

as injurious to the bpst interests of the people

of the United States. And. to a great ex-

tent, I agree with him, because a reciprocity

which' Kjonfined itself to natural products

merely would be of immense advantage to

Canada while it would be of litkle or no ad-

vantage to the Un'tcd States. But I happen
to be in a position to know that Mr. Blaine

is ready to support the Butterworth bill,

start o.frt»iSthiay»yittr». cf Obio; is oue of the

Krominent men in the United States to-day;

eis one of the. leaders of his party in the

state of Ohio, and is one of the possible can-
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