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ccpts, nrc applicable and obligatory through all ages, and as

to all the relations and circumstances of life. They were re-

ceived and held by that Early Church as inspired and autho-

ritative •ivritings, and the Christian Churches since, through

tlieir whole duration and history, of eighteen hundred years,

have acknowledged thern as of Divine authority, and as given

for their in>truction and obedient observance. Yet, now, in

this Nineteenth Century of such acknowledgment and con-

tiinied use of these insj)ired Epistles for such instruction and

guidance, tl'is unbelieving Essayist, a ^Minister of this reveal-

ed Christianity, comes forth and tells us, in effect, that the

whole of the CMiurches, throughout all those ages, liave been

in utter ignorance and error, as to the duration of tln'

authin-ity of these sacred writings, and that the whole of

the preceptive parts of them, were only, "lessons for the

time," of temporary a))plication and authority, and merely

"the fruit uf current liistory." The ju'esumption tuul impiety

of these a.-sertions are about C(|ual. Why did he nut intdude

the doctrinal [tarts of the Epistles in this limitation of their

authority "r To these parts of tliem he takes no exception.

Surely, if the doctrinal portions of them are of enduring

authority, even on the ground of reason alone, we are bound

to eonciuile that the preceptive portions arc equally so.

On page o-t, contrary to what he had just before said, as

to taking the example of the Early Church, ratlier tlian her

))recepts, h.e writes, that we are jiot to be " servile copyists

of her practices," and says, " we are not to make every suj)-

per a Saciaiin'iit, ]ic(;aus(! the early Ciu'istians did so." It is

strangle that he sliould have nuule such an unfoumled and

absurd asseition. Tliey did not make every supper a Sacra-

ment. Thi'V oliserved tiiis Saci'cd (.)r(nnance on the Jiord's

'biy,—tlie lii'>t day of the week,—but they ate suppers as

ordinary meals, oil the otlier six days; and often, as com- !|

mandcd, practised hospitality one to another, at such meals.

pert

cd

haa

or

bee

was

as it

An
cliai

1'

strei

As

the

]ogi«

lie

is r


