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LATE W A *:. ^^

prefling, that in order to avoid thofe difcontents and

murmurs that would follow from laying additional

taxes upon a people already loaded as heavily as

they could with patience bear, it was found in-

difpcnfablc to abolifh a great number of places and

offices in feveral public departments. This was deem-

ed a feverc enforcement of occonomy, as the abolir.

tion extended to no lefs than four hundred ; but the

times called fo urgently for this facrifice of pri-

vate to public intercft, that the feelings arifing

frdm the hard cafe of fuch a number of individuals

as were difmifled from their ilations, were fuper-

feded by the confideration of the abfolute ncccliity

of the meafure.

Thefe retrenchments proved, however, unanfwer-

ably the flreights to which the French miniflry

were reduced. Had other methods appeared prac-

ticable with any propriety at the prefent feafon,

they would undoubtedly have been adopted in a

(late where the grandeur of the Crown, with the

confequent fupport of all who contribute to its

luftre, has always been the invariable objcdt of
thofe who were at the head of affairs. It is

highly improbable, therefore, they would have
departed from maxima long become fundamen-
tal in its very conftitution, had they not been
compelled to it by the circumflances of the
times.

In this fituation was the Iloufe of Bourbon ar

the commencement of the year eighty. Notwith-
ftanding the misfortune that had befallen Spain
in the capture and deftrudion of the fqundron
under Admiral Langara, it was judged incumbent
on both kingdoms to prelcrvc that appcanincc of
ftrength which they had at full dlfplaycd. For
this reafon a jundion was formed of the French
and Spanifli fleets, in the fame manner as it h;ul
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