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According to "Olelbis," different bits of Wokwuk came down
to the earth and were turned into elk and various valuable creatures

;

the tip ot'Wokwuk's little finger became the earthly Wokwuk.

Wintus told me that if a man were to see the earthly Wokwuk,

who was made from the tip of Wokwuk' s little finger, he would

grow immensely rich from the good luck which the sight would

bring him. The last Wokwuk seen appeared a little over a hun-

dred years ago. The story of its appearance is as follows :—
One day an old woman at a village called Tsarken, about

twenty miles north of Redding, went for wood. Soon she ran

home almost breathless, leaving her basket behind.

" Oh, my grandson," cried she to the chief, *' I am frightened.

My grandfather and grandmother used to say to me when I was a

girl, * You will see a wonderful thing some day.' I have just

seen something wonderful on the hill. I believe it is a Wokwuk.

Old people told me that it a Wokwuk is seen he will stay in one

place a long time. I think this Wokwuk will stay, and wants us

to see him."

The chief made a beautiful shed of small fir-trees, covered it

with fir branches, and placed sweetly smelling herbs in it ; he sent

for neighboring chiefs, and next day all went in their best array to

the Wokwuk, bearing water in the finest basket of the village, and

carrying a large oak slab and a rope. They found the Wokwuk
facing north, and went near him. The chief lighted his pipe,

blew the smoke toward every side, and said to the Wokwuk, —
" You have come to see us ; we have come to salute you. You

have come to show yourself. You are a great person, and all the

Wintus in the country will hea* of you ; all the chiefs in every

place will speak of you. I am g-ad that you are here. I am glad

that you have come to my country."

He talked more to the Wokwuk ; spoke very nicely. Next be

took water in his mouth and blew it around in every direcrion.

After that the chief smoked a fragrant root instead of tobacco, blow-

ing the smoke toward the Wokwuk, speaking to him with great

respect.

** Now we will take you home with us," said the chief. They
carried the oak slab to the Wokwuk ; he did not stir. They

*<•"


