
MASTER HILDEHBACK RETURNS TO SCHOOL. a»
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whem-o looking down, she saw evory last

•t. itaiy lingonng boy in that solionl liistvict

dAUoing ami yoUing about Mastor Hihlorlwu-k,

who was (laiu'ing highor and singing lou<lor

tban any oih« r boy in the oauons, Hi'r

heart »ank within her ; but slio l>iaci'd up
Mid \>ont ilowu stairii to (|nit't the boillani,

uid in ti>e niiirito8 Icarmnl the dreadful

truth. Master Bildorbaek had met witli a

reaping marliino aoeident, but tlie papers

h^il re|i.irti'.i it inoorreeHy. lie had climbed
into tlie seat tlie ni'Murnt his uiu'le. on v.hose

f»rni lie was spt-nding t iio va.'ation, got. d()wn.

Hepro idod one of the horses witli a pin in the

#nd of a stick, and nnidc the (cam run avvay.

The terrilie 1 animals ran the macliine over

twenty stumpsauil m:ished itt(> pioi-es; one of

the horses ran a!.^aiu.sta In ilge stake and was
killed, and I lie other jumpcil »)!)' a bridge and
broke a le:4 ; Master UilderbacU's uncle, chas-

ing alter tlu' llyingteam, haddasiicil through

a liornet's nest, and tlio sociable little insects

oanie .>M' ami sat down on iiim totalk it over,

until his Ilea 1 was swelled as bikj aa a nail-

keg and Ic' c ouldu't opi n his eyes for a week;
% farm hand, wlio tried to atop the horses by
nisliiogout in frojitof them, was hit by Ihe

toULMie of the reaper and kno-ked into the

middle of an (.)sagt> orange hedge, where ho
ituek I'or ihreehoiirs, and tost his voice by
toreamiiig, and was scraped to the bone
when I hey linally pulled him out with grap-

pling ho iks And Mastor 'blderbaek, the

»uthor of all this ealamity, was (hr'Wii from
bis seat at the tirst st\imp and fell on a shock
©fgram, .nd wasn't jarred or brviised or

orateho I a pirticle. .Vol ihat niglit, wIomi

bia annt h;i".led hisbbmled uncle the lialter

t'Ap. anil hold Mastci- i^ilderback in front of

bini to re eive nnriteil eastigation, that
graeelcss y.mng wretch seized his annt
around the n.'ck after the tirst blow, and,

Wheeliig licr into liis place, Inld her tliere,

drowuin ; her piercing explanations and (dead-

IngH in Ills own tumultuous, Init deceilfnl.

bowlings ;nnl roarings, until her back looked

Uko a w;n map, and Ihe exiianstrdtincle laid

down Ihe .';tiap witl\ the remark that he

"guessed l;iat would leacli iiim somelhing.
"

And so tic teai'her, \\ hen she sa\\' Master
Bililerliai'k at schonlag.ain, felt wciry of life,

and sighed t • rest her deej) in the silent

grave if she could find onethat was for rent,

and (iidn't cost more than a ipiarter's sa-

lan'.

It being the young man's (iistilay at school

that tirm, he was f.'elii\g pretty well, thank
you. Heliad a liuht and a half befme tiie

bell rang ; the half light beuig an nnsrecess

ful attempt on his part to ptill enough iiair

out of the buck of another boy's head to stulT

amrttiesH. and a highly successfu' effort on
the part of the other boy to elaw euough hide

off Maator Bilderback's nose to make a pair
of boots of, at which discouragingstiui' ottht
war Master H. tbew off his fnrces, and m ,<.

conciliatory spirit •nt'ornicd the audience t i\at

he w,is only in fun. Then, bcfoie the open-
ing exeicises were half through, three iioys

in his neighhonrhood rose up in their st-ats,

and with bitter wails began feeiing about in

their persons f.>r intrusive pins. Winn tho
lirst class tiled out to it.s place, the cii cling

urin told (lie anxious teaiher tliat M.ister
MilderbaiK Innl inked the end of his nose.
Then he induced the boy next to hun ti> ban
his head back .vuiiinst the w;dl. just as Mas-
ter \\. did ; and wiien fli;it i'omi>laisant boy
was suddenly called on to rise and recite, he
lifted up his voice and wept, for he iiad

pulled .'I piece of slioemaker's wax ;'nd .-ihout

two inches of blackboard slating and pijcNier

out of the Willi witli hi.s biick h.-vir. Then he
spread out till' tad ol another l>oy s coat on
the seat, ami piled aliitl" pyramid of Imek-
shot on it; ami when tlie boy stood up to

lecite, he waswalt/i'd out on tlie floor

—

batlied in innoecnt tea;:' and protestin." hit

innocence- for thiowiu'; shot in the lli)or.

and was told that he was growing wo'se than
that Hihlerback lioy. He lied the ends of a

girl's sash aiouiul the back of her ehiiir. and
\\ hen she tried to stand np she w;is abiirst

jerked out of existence. Me was sent out
« ilh .a boy who was taken with the nose
bleed, ind found ocvasioti to mix ink in tlip

water lie poured en the sutl'i'rei'a hands ; so

that, on his return, the sufVerer's .uificaranee

created such howls of derision that it si a' ted
the nose-bleed afnsh and threw the I'ailier

into hystirirs. Ileeiitiicd a gaint hound
into the gill's side of the yard, and clapping
a patent clotiiespin on one of its pendent e u'9,

raised the alarm of "mal dog!" and langlied

till he choked to see the howliiur aminal
rushing aroui.d trying to paw the riot lies pin

j

otV ; wtiile the sh'.ieking giils wreekcii them-
selves in desperate and freipieiitly .^-iiccess-

I

ful attempts lo climb ovi'r an ei-iit foot

I

fence, lie jiut a piiichim; bug as big as a
I
postaue-stamp down a lioy's back, lie got a
long slate-pencil erossways in h'smontli. and
it nearly ]>oked through his » lioeks hi'fore

tliey could break it and get it out. lie tosa-

I

ed a big anph' hard as a rock, out of ihe
third story MinilovN at random, and it ^lluck

!
an old ladv in the i'\e as Nhe was \v,di,ing

' along iidmiiint: the building; ami she cimv

I

U|> and gave the poor tortured teacher ;i piece

j
of liec mind as lonjif as the ilogdays. He
dropped into the water-bucket a lot of oxalic

acid, that had been brought to take some ink

splotehos out of tlie floor, and name withiu
one of poisoning the whole school before they
ftuind it out'; and, (in.-illy, he poked a bi'an

BO far up hia uoae that they thought it was


