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I'HIMINO AND TUl'I'l.NU.

1j\ ilic word '•
i>riiiiiiig:

" is meant, tlic iviiioval (jf tlic lower or
priniar)- leaves which coiik' out too near the grouiul, and often

touch the surface and become lorn and sand) . it is an advantage
til do this work carlv. su that llic pianl^ may not unnece^sariK lose

strength by their growth. The distance from the giound this

liriniiiiL; siiouKl b- <l(.ni depi'iids soniewiiat on the \aiifly, but tlie

bottom of the stalk is usually stripped to a height of from 4 to 6
inches from the ground.

Topping is the removal of the flower stalk with one or more
ttf the upper and smaller leaves. This is done to tlirt)w the

strength of the plant which would otherwise go to the production
of seed, into the more perfect development of the leaves. The
plant is ready to top when the "button," as the blossom is called,

lias grown long ciKntgh to be taken hold of without injuring the

upper leaves of the plant. As the plants do not all blossom at the

same time, it is usual to let those stalks which bli.om first run
a little I)eyond the usual time of topping, so that all may be topped
at the one operation. The top? when broken off should be thrown
between the rows and .allowed to decay. The number of leaves

left on the stem at the time of topping varies from ten to sixteen

or eighteen, depending on the variety grown ; if topped too high
the upper leaves are apt to be too small to be of much value. As
tlie leaves of the tol)acco plant arc arranged on tb.e stem in eignt

perpendicular ranks, the ninth leaf stands directly over the first.

'This fact will assist the operator in determining the number of

leaves on a stalk without counting them.

SUCKRRIN-O.

.\i\vv tii|)])ini;. " m ckt r- " Nimn bcs^in tn ui'nu. ^ho'itmg "Ut

from the stalk on the upper side of each leaf at the base, those at

the top starting fiist. As soon as they are large enough to be
pulled they should be promptly removed, othenvise much of the

>lri'ngth iif ibe pl.am will In- I^st and lln' maturing of tlu' ero])

delayed. Should they start a second or third time, tliey should
hv again removed

SA'.'iX'"; or SF"M.

To obtain seerl for sowing the following year, a few of the

earliest, most thrifty and large-leaved stalks should be left without

topping. These will bloom and seed freely, and when the crop is

cut these stalks should be allowed to stand. As soon as the seed

pods turn to a blackisl' colour the seed will l)e nearlv matured ;

then cut off the heads and hang them up in a dry place to cure.

Later in the season strip the seed pods from the stalks, rub them
in the hand and clean the seed by sifting through a fine sieve.

Tobacco seed is said to retain its germinating power for several

\ears.

INSECT RNEMIKP.

Cutworms are sometimes very active in destroying the newly set

plants. Where these are troublesome thev may be reduced in

\M,


