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I informed Congress at their last seasion, of the enterprizet

against the public iK'ace, which were believed to be in prepura-

tion by Aaron Burr, and his associates, of the measures taken

to defeat them, and to bring the ullenders to justice. Their en-

terprizes were happily defeated, by the patriotic exertions of the

nulitia, whenever culled into action, by the fidelity of (he armyi

and energy of the commander in chief, in promptly arranging

the difficulties presenting themselves on the Sabine, repairing to

meet those arising on the Mississippi, and dissipating, before

their explosioi>, plots engendered there. I shall think it iny duty to

lay before you the proceedings and the evidence publicly exhibit-

ed on the arraignment of the princmal offenders before the dis-

trict court of Virginia : you will be enabled to judge whether tho

defect V as in the testimony, in the law, or h.' the administration

of the law ; and wherever it shall be found, the legislature alone

can apply or originate the remedy. The franiers of our con-

stitution certainly supjiosed they had guarded, hh well their gov-

ernment, against destruction by treui^on, as their citizens against

oppression under pretence of ii ; and if these ends are not attaint

ed,it IS of importance to inquire by whut means more e£fectUiUl|P

tbf^y may be secured.

The accounts of the receipts of revenue during the year end-

inp- on th i 3Cth day of September last, being not yet made up, a

correct statement will be hereafter transmitted from the treasury

:

in the mean time it is ascertained that the receipts have amount-

ed to near sixteen millions of doUai 3, which, with the five millions

and a half ii the treasury it the beginning of the year, have ena-

bled us, after meeting the current demands, and interest incur-

red, to pay more than four millions of the principal of our fund-

ed debt. These i;^yments, with those of the preceding five and

a half years, have extinguished of the funded debt, twenty -fivu

millions and a half of dollars, being the whole which could be

paid or purchased within the limits of the law, and of our con-

tracts, and have kft us in the treasury eight millions and a half

of dollars. A portion of this sum may be considered as a c<>m-


