
PATRIOTISM OP COLORKD AMERICANS. 11

'..

FORMATION OF A COLORED REGIxMENT IN RHODE ISLAND.

State op Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, in

General Assembly. February Sesaion, 1778.

Whereas, for the preservation of the rights and liberties

of the United States, it is necessary that the whole power of

Government should be exerted in recruiting the Continental

battalions; and, whereas. His Excellency, General Washing-
ton, hath inclosed to this State a proposal made to him by
Brigadier General Varnum, to enlist into the two battalions

raising by this State such slaves as should be willing to enter

into the service ; and, whereas, history affords us frequent

precedents of the wisest, the freest and bravest nations having

liberated their slaves and enlisted them as soldiers to fight

in defence of their country ; and also, whereas, the enemy
have, with great force, taken possession of the capital and ot

a great part of this State, and this State is obliged to raise

a very considerable number of troops for its own immediate
defence, whereby it is in a manner rendered impossible for

this State to furnish recruits for the said two battalions with«

out adopting the said measures so recommended,

—

It is Voted and Resolved, That every able-bodied negro,

mulatto, or Indian man-slave in this State may enlist into

either of the said two battalions, to serve during the continu-

ance of the present war with Groat Britain;— That every

slave so enlisting shall be entitled to and receive all the boun-

ties, wages and encouragements allowed by the Continental

Congress to any soldiers eulisting into this service.

It is further Voted and Resolved, That every slave so en-

listing shall, upon his passing muster by Co). Christopher

Greene, be immediately discharged from the service of his

master or mistress, and be absolutely free, as though he

had never been incumbered with any kind of servitude

or slavery. And in case such slave shall, by sickness or

otherwise, be rendered unable to maintain himself, be shall

not be chargeable to his master or mistress, but shall be sup-

ported at the expense of the State.

And, whereas, slaves have been by the laws deemed the

property of their owners, and therefore compensation ought

to be made to the owners for the loss of their serYi<'e,—


