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the sum of $4uo,ooo; but, inasnuicli as the jealousy of tlie Protes-

tants woiilil tlicicby be certainly aroused, the le^'islature at tlie

same time pros idetl that a sum of SC\j,ooD sliouUl be paid over to

the Protestant Committee of the Council of Piii)lic bistructiou,

whicii aniDunt (with a small incre.isc aflerwanls made) was to the

Jesuit ^rant, in tlie same proi)ortion as w.is the Protestant to the

Catholic population. This act was passed without a .. nlicnt

vote, and no Protestant member of the liouse ventured to ; '..ick it

upon the i^rounds afterwards so violently put forward.

Although the Pro\ ince of (Juebec was satisfied v , h the ict, a

few persons in the province of Ontario formed a soci^._,' which the\'

chose t'
• '' " The Eipial Rights Association." In their cjr.sti-

tution they declared

:

" That lliis convention ilc-irc-- to reconl ili conviction timt tlic in 'orjiorMiion of tlio

luMiits, .mil the pas^inj; of llu' ait res|iectin(; tlic seltlcmcnt of tliu jc^iiils' I'Ni.iU-, liy

tliL- Legislature of the Province of (Jueliec; the course of the (,'overiMiicnl ol the Do-

minion in leavinj; these acts to their operation; and linally the rejecti >n, I'V an im-

mense majority, of the resoUition moved in the House of Commons for the ili-allow-

.-mce of the hi^t-mentioned act, have hroiinht forcilOy homo to Canadians the eon-

trolling; iidluences which L'ltramontanisni has obtained aiii<in.;;st us, and the urgent

need of ort;nni/.in}; for tin; defence of our civil and religious liberties; and tliis meet-

ing of delegates elected from, and reimv-^enling all, parts of the I'roviiice of Ontario,

with the a'si^tance of reiiresentatives from other iirovinces, heartily approves of the

calling of tins convention for tlie furthering of tliis great i:m\."

The Dominion Government refused to disallow the act, and

forthwith, the " sleepy Protestants of Quebec " (as they were styled

by an Ontario enthusiast) prepared petitions by way of appeal to

the Governor-General. These were approved and fostered by

the Equal Rights Association, one of its resolutions declaring

that:

" This convention approves of the action of the Toronto Citizens' Committee and

oiliers, in circulating and promoting the petitions to his Excellency, the (lovernor-

Ceneral, against the Jesuits' Estate .\ct, and jjleilges itself to promote and further, in

every vvav, the sigiiature and presentation of petitions against the saiil act."

There being some doubt as to whether the Governor-Genera!

would entertain the appeal the associai ^n issued an address in

which was the following paragraph :

"The right of appeal to the Governor-General which minorities at present have

must remain; nay the entire Dominion is the proper guarantee for equality of di:aling

on the iian of the provinces with the adherents of the various churches, and nothing

beyond this sliouUl be sought."

The government determined to hear the petitions, and appointed

the 15th of October, 1889, for the argument. Meanwhile, how-

ever, the Quebec petitioners obtained some slight modification of


