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who infest those quarters as well as the natives who give

them a welcome reception, will be so thoroughly punished

that neither the one nor the other will ever dare such prac-

tices in the future: still it will be expedient for the protec-

tion of our interests, that, when you shall return to Goa,
you leave in those parts of the sea a fleet large and capable

enough to do the business, and also that you delegate the

supreme command of that fleet to Andrea Hurtado de
Mendoza, or to any one else whom you shall consider better

fitted for this post. I rely upon your affection for me,
knowing that in this matter you will do nothing but what
will be most useful to my interests.

Given at Madrid the 27th day of January in the year
of our Lord 1607. Signed by the king, and addressed: For
the king, to Don Martin Alfonso de Castro, his Councillor,
and Viceroy for the East Indies.


