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THE DIVINE C H A I. I. r N G E

ligious condition of tl.csc groat peoples, wlmt the

conclusions of the intellect on n.l,,.ous subjects

which they h»<i reached and accepted.'

The anLer may be given in a single sentence; m

each case religion had totally broken down.

For the Jew religion had become narrower and

narrower until it was a mere piece of gorgeous and

empty ritual. Its theory of the d.vn.e governn, nt

„7thc unive^e had become incredible. Am.d the

millions of men and women in the world who vaguely

felt after the secret of virtue, .t would appear that

God cared only for the Jew. To be a son of

Abraham was to have an inalienable elann on heaven

and, according to the Pharisee's view of the case,

"
ite apart from any righteousness of ">nduc

God wa! thus merely a tribal God, and the w ,ole

universe was administered in the specal mtercst of

the Jew. A great rehgion when it was enune.a d

on Sinai, a powerful religion when it gripped the

Tind and conscience of a fugitive race in the.r early

struggles, a true religion when it was smcerely be-

cked; it had now lost all its saving salt of smcer.ty,

Ld become a fetish, and ministered less to human

virtue than to human Impiety, an'oganee, and esclu-

"Tmong the Greelcs also religion had totally broken

down. Ihe worship of n,ere physical beauty was

universal, and when Socrates prayed that the Gods

would give him " beauty of soul," he was not nnder-
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