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Laylng of the Corner Stone of
‘8t Patricks Church, Ningara
Falls.

<

" ADDRESS BY THE PROVINCIAL OF
THE AMERICAN CARMELITES,

*% The impressive ceremony of blessing
$he corner stone of a new Catholie
"@hurch was witnessed at Niagara
Falls last Sunday by an immense
frong which embruced not alone the
Latholic population but as well a very
Harge section of the Protestant com-
yaunity who turned out in honor of
-~ tho occasion. The new St. Patrick’s
SChurchs will certsinly be, as Father
-O’Malloy hapgily put it, not only an
“honor to the Catholic body but a
£redit to the town.

~ Shortly before three o'clock a pro-
. pession formed at the C.M.1R.A. Hall.
Branch 18. C. M. B. A., the local
Branch of the A. O. 11., a number of
= members of the Catholic Benevolent
> Legion from across the river, and a
#large nuwber of the members of the
congregation wero in line. At the
close of the procession came a car-
$riage, escorted by a body guard from
iitho socioties, in wlich were seated
.Vicar General McCann, Father Dom
rinick O'Malley, Father Kreidt, and
S Fatker Sullivan of Thorold When
the church site was reached every
available point was occupied by an
eazer multitnde.

After tho office of the church had
been recited and the stone fixed in
position, Father McCann advauced to
¢ the front of the plstform and spoke of
EStho pleasure it gave bim, a pleasuse
E% be folt certain was shared by Father
% O'Malley, to observe the presence of
t£0 largo a congregation. The corner
3 gtone of the new Clureh of St. Patnck
#hiad been placed and blessed in the
iaith of Jesus Christ. It was the
£ begnnicg of an edifice which in the
£ near futaro would be the scene of
Y great dovotion and tho most august
¢gacrifice. His only regret was dae to
5 tho inability of his Grace the Arch
s bishop to bopresent. The disappoint-
ment which was no doubt felt by the
{ people of the Falls had its counterpart
in the disappointment of the Arch-
» bishop himself, who was obliged to be
= absont because of the advice of his

physioian. 1his Grace, wiile happily
not n any danger, felt unable w be
prasent, glnd as jho would have been
to do honor to their honored pastor
aud to testify to the good-will and
fasthful interest of the people wko kad
assinted 10 8o splendid & work, the out-
come of which would ever stand o
monument to their zeal aud gencerosity.
It was hoped that when the church
comes to be dedicated and opened, as it
sonn must, the Archbishop willliauself
witness that good feeling which 1t was
to day lus own pleasnre to obscrve.
Ho would thauh all for their prescuce |
and for the vneryy that bad Lesn Ji:
played in carryidg out the plans.

Tt PROVINUIAL'S SERMON,

Father Piws Mayer, the Provineial
of the Carmelite Urder i America,
next addressed tue gathermg. It was
mneteer. years since he first had the
pleasure of participating m the cere
momes of the littlo old church. At
that time he could not have anticipated
such an occasion as this, when he
would be permitted to take part in the
laying of a corner stone of 30 beaut:
ful and costly a temple &s the present
one.  the laying of a corner stone of
a church building 13 an act fraught
with deep signtficance. Such stones
are as seed, from which roots aro
spread to the soil. The Church 15 a
tree whose roots are in the sml of
time, but whoso branches are n
ctermty. Our Blessed lLord was the
rock in the desert which gave forth
healing waters , He was the stone that
had been cast aside by the bwlder,
but about th:s neglected corner stone
an edifico Lad ansen whose super
structure wag 30 vast that its comple
ment 18 only to be found in Heaven.

e would rcnnd his hearers that
wheon the Church places and blesses
the corner stone of a new edifice,
however siately may be the new
church building, however adequate to
tho needs of 1ts surrounding ternitory.
there 1s nothiig o the act that means |
the inultiplieation of oreeds, no dis
section of the parts of one organc
body. AsChrist on earth had oue
body. one soul, one divinity, so now
His Church, His representative upon
carth ts but one body and une soul,
animated by one spirit.

Church bu.ldings are to religion
what the body 13 to the soal. In every
act of man, whetlier of thought, of
speech, of energy. of sanctity, of pas
sion, the co-operation of ihe body is
cssential.  So 1n gpiritaal matters we
need that part of the Cliurch which 1s
represented by bwldings and cere
monies, that there we may the more
readily recoive «nspiration to holiness,
and courage to repel temptation.
Within this building, when comwpleted
and blessed, there will be expenenced
the most intumate union between wan
and God. The tree that wasiu paradise
became the tree of death , Golgotla

ave us once more & Tree of Lafe.
Vherever there i3 a Catholie Chureh,
there 15 that Tree of Life.

Under the guidance of the Holy
Ghost the Church has wonderfully

wn. Mot alone have we Leld our
own and adhered to our own people,
but constantly prayer 13 going up that
all without distinction may be broaght
within the true Fold.

Certain aspects of joy attach to
ceremonies of tlus kind. Notbing
that 13 worth omg can be accom

| St. Catharines church and handed to
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS.

Colabration of Dean Harrig' 8a-
cerdotal Jubilee.

ST, CATHARINES PASTOR HONORED

\When a committes of gentlemen
stepped forward to the sanctuary of

the Very Liev. W. L. llarns a well
filled purse and a beautiful tablet of
sulid siver engraved with an address
of congratulatien, the good will that
has existed between the Dean and lns
fe low townsmen for the past eleven
vears found appropriate expression.
Father Harns® reply to tlns address
was of such a nature as must have
further strengthened the sentiumnents
of tha people 1o Ins favor.

The capactous church was hand-
somely decorated for the occasion.
Flowers, foliage plants and trmhng
vines added grace to the scene. Lvery
seat 1o the church was taken long
before cleven, the hour set for the
anmversary mass to begin. Father
Harrig sang Mass, assisted by Father
Sullivan, Thorold, Deacon; Father
(hibney, Alliston. Subdeacon: Father
Traylmg, Port Colborne, Master of
Ceremomes. In the sanctuary were
Viear General McCana, Vicar General
heogh, Fatber Pius Mayer. American
Provincial of the Carmeltes, Very
Lev. V. Maryon. Provincial of the
Rasilians. Dean Fgan. Rev. Dr. Flan-
nery. Rev. IFathers Wyan, C.8S.R.:
Rreidt, and O'Malley. O C.C.; O'Don-
chop and Guinane. " S.D: Casey.
Kilcullen, Hand, Allame, F. Ryan, 1.
Walsh, Jeficott, A O'Malley, Coty.
Smyth, Lafontaine, Laboureau. Me-
Entee. Diurke, Reddin, Lynch. Mine-
han, Whitney, Carberry, Lamarche,
Crinnon, McGrath of Newfoundland,
Gallagher and others.

After Mass Very Rev. J. J. McCann,
V.G . ascended the pulpit and spoke
from the text ¢ What shall I render
to the Lord for all He hath rendered
to me?” (Psalms} uid retribuam
Domino.

The royal prophet n uttering this
sentiment must have contemplated the
great mercies of God and the favors
bestowed upon lnmselfl - hie must have
realized how he had been selected
from among his brethren and placed |
above his fellows.  Beholding that he |
was esteewned among the people. and |
knowing bis own imperfections, he
cried nut seeking how he rmight render
weet service to the Tord for His
mereies.

Such might well be the sentiment
in the heart of the Dean of St. Cathe
rines Tho celebration of tins anm- |
vorsary might natarally recall to his |
mind the years of Ins youth, when by |
she roysterinas voice from or high be !
was called to take Ohr:st for Ins por-
tion and his inheritanee : mmght recall
the later time when bowing prostrate
before the Fpiscopal ennsecrator, he
vowed all the strength of his vouth,
al} the glory of his manhood, all the
fervor of hig declimng years to the
service of Jesus Chnist, receiving the
holy oils upon Ins brow, and nsinga
eonseerated priest of God.  To-day he
has the gratification to bave the ap-
proving message of the Archbishop,

who, present at least in spirit, beholds

this hus  pricst regpeeted and Lddd
Lonor by Lis brother pricsts, wud re
vered by so splendid a congregation.

* What return ”? hemay ask ; and
the answer is in those other words of
the psalue.st, <1 will take the chale.
of the lord and invohe Ihs nawe”
This he has Jone. and we with hin
have joined in adering and praising
the great eternsal king.

What o spirit of unity is here
evitneed, a unity in all thirgs
gpiritual, governmentil and sacra-
mertal W L1 the 3am. Ledif we
achuowle ¥ the sama autbority, we
partahe _f tLe same Loly sacramcits.
Te. three <f these sacraments Le
desired to refer to-day in a more
especial manner, because they are
sacratnents which leave an indelible
unpress upon the soul. They are as
it were the turee jesels of the priest,
the dintoond of Baptism, the ruby of
Confirmation, and the cmerald, with
its seven fold depths of light, of Holy
Urders. through all etermty, these will
cuntinue to irradinte the soul. Baptism
constitutes the son of God and the
Lieir to the hingdom of Heaven, Con-
firmation makes us soldiers n the
good cause. These two are common
to all of us, but Holy Orders are
peculiar to the priesthood and therein
distiuctive. It 13as a Juminous star
shining between two others.

By Bapusm we arve brought mto
alliance with the Holy Trimty; we
become clnldren of the Great Father,
disciples of Jesus Chnist and temples
of the Holy Ghust. These are great
diginties, to be a child of Gud 15 more
than to occupy a throre upon earth ,
the rube of bapusmal iunocens 13
more beautiful than the adornrents
of kings.

By coufirmatiun we aro made sol-
diers of Chrst and mn an  especial
menner are bound to stnive for the
honor of Cunist. Our dutics as soldiers
are to believe firmly, to tight for and
to adhere to those beliefs. Jesus
Chnist charged His diseiples to deny
Him not, to take up the cruss and ful-
low an His way, and to licld the Faith
He bad taught under all trals. To
fight against the world, the tlesh and
the devil 15 to make the good fight.
The Instory of the world presents to
us the spectacle of very many mighty
men who have strupgled maufaily
against great odds, whose valur has
achieved wondrons results for the
world, for self, for vanity, yet who 1n
the final Lour of tnal went down
before the dread blow, without offering
one parucie of resistance. These were
not the soldiers of Chnist.  Rather s
that he who hike St. Paul, at the close
of 8 long and arduous iife, i1s abie to
say. * lhave fought the good fight,
and I Lave kept the Faith.”

The pniesthoud mukes hum who re-
ceves 1ts fuuctions a representative of
Jesus Chnist and a mediator with Him
for failen bumaniiy. Every Catholic
.m1est 18, by the fact of lus consecra-
ton, o great hugh priest **according
to the Urder of Melchisedich.” He s
ordained that be may offer the august
sacnfice of Jesus Chnst, the sawne
which He instituted at His last supper,
and which He accomplished in His
passion and death. By reason of ting
subhime oflice entrusted to lum, the
preacher 1s at once teacher, judge and
pbysician.  Chust, who 13 a prophet
and who came to teach mankind,
could send others to carry on g
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