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ý3 efforts to fit themselves for their important work and to improve
th -sstems of law which they administered. He was careles

and immxethodical, and, if current report spoke the truth, he was
even sometixues content to deputize the writing of his opinions,
No taint or suspicion of corruption ever rested upon him, but
impartial consideration of his conduct forces the conclusion that
to Lord Thurlow the holding of his high office was more import-
ant than its efficient and useful administration.

It is not often that from one family corne two such men as
the brothers 'William and John Scott. Both won great reputa-
tions as Judges and both lived to, extrerne old age. The elder.
Lord Stowell, died past ninety and was hardly leqs honoured for
his charming and cultivated personality thani for the soundicsq
and lcarning of his judgxnents in admiralty and international
Iaw. John Scott, fomiiiiar to every lawyer as Lord Eldon, almost.
reached his brother 's years, for hie died in 1838, in his eighty-
seventh year. Although his judicial life laed closed ten yenns
earlier, for more than twventy years prior to his relinquishxncnt
of the Great Seal he had st continuously in the Court of
Chancery, a longer tenuré of that high office than any Chancellor
enjoyed except Lord Ilardwicke. Lord Camnpbell has thought
fit Vo cail attention to rnany serious defects that Lord EIdOT]
possessed as a Judge, and it is certain that he was dilatory in
the dis-eharge of judicial business and was of that turn of mmnd
which abliors ahl change and opposes reform intendcd for tho
correction of existing abuses, But difference of political vieiws,
and the sharp antagonismi that this frequently brought about,
may explain muel of Lord Caxnpbell 's unfavourable conxment.
It is well to, remember also that the latter 's trustworthiness ag
a biographer has been severely questioned. Even the somewhat
hostile atmosphere of, the "Lord Chancellors" doeL noV becloud
the great quahtiles that marked Lord Eldon's judicial Pereer,
and that ex-plain the reverence in which his naine is held. Prob-
ably no one las surpsssed him. in that characteristic whieh a
Judge ouglit to acquire, if hie does net possess it by nature, of
courteous and patient cuinsideration for the counsci who appear
before him. Hia complete knowledge and underutanding of the


