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convincing, with a robust urgency of logic which seemed to grasp
and fix you, so that while he spoke you could fancy no conclusion
possible save that toward which he moved. His habit 'vas to
seize upon what he deemed the central and vital point of the case,
throwing the whole force of bis argument upon that one point, and
holding the judge's mind fast to it. In hearing a cause lie 'vas
singularly patient, rarely interruptirlg counsel, and then on!% to
put some pertinent question. His figure 'vas so stili, bis
countenance so iînpassive, that people somnetimes doubted whcther
he was really attending to ail that was- urged at the bar. But
when the time came for hini to deliver judgment, which ini thz
Hotse of Lord-i is done in the form of a speech to the House in
the movin-- or supporting a motion that is to become the
judgment of the tribunal, it was seen how fully he had apprehen dcd
the case in ail its bearings. His deliverances 'vere never len.ýti.v,
but were very exhaustive. They went straight to the vital
principles on wvhich the question turned, stated these in the rn.ost
luminous %way, and applied them with unerring exactitude
to the particular facts. It is as a storehouse of fundamental
doctrines that bis judgments are so valuable. They disciome iuss
knowledge of case.iaw than do those of some other ude;iut
Cairns 'vas not one of the men wsho love cases for their own ae
and he never cared to draw upon, still less to display, innre
learning than w~as needed for the matter mn hand. It 'vas in tthe
"rasp of the principles invoived, in the breadth of viev.- which
enabled him to see these principles in their relation to onle
another, in the precision of the logic which drcw conclusioin, fromn
the princilIes, in the perfectly lucid language iii which the
principles were expounded and applied, that bis strength iay.
Herein he surpasscd the most emînent of contemporary judgcs,
the then Mlaster of the Roils, for wvhile Jessel had perhali., a
quicker mind than Cairns, he had not so wide a mind nor oneC bo
thoroughly philosophical in the methods by which it rnoved."

II4:IURIES PROM ELECTRICITY IN 12IGHWA lS.

"The difficulties surrounding the subject arise from the fact that
the nature of this force is but partially compreliended; the impos-
sibîlity in many instances of discovering its presence the sudden-
ness with which an apparently sale position may inst.iitl) be


