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4he purpose) be informs the judge, and an
rder ie at once issued, and under it the pri-
soner I8 brought before the judge in ¢, en court,
A formal aceusation in the nature of an indiet-
ment deseribing the offence {prepared in the
meantime by the publie prosecutor from the
depositions, &e.) is then read to the prisoner
by the judge, as the charge against him, Tho
prisoner s then informed by the judge that
ke has the option of being forthwith tried
by the judge without the intervention of &
jury, or remaining untried till the next Court
of General Session of the Peace, or Oyer
and Terminer. If the prisoner, as he has
aright to do, declines the Jjurisdiction and
demands & jury, he is remanded to gool If
he consents to be tried by the judge, he is
at once arraigned and called upon to plead
{o the nccusation, If the prisoner pleads
uguilty,” sentence is at once passed. If his
plea be '*not guilty,” his trial is at once pro-
ceeded with, if the erown and prisoner are
both ready, or il not ready, the proecedings
are acjourned to an carly day. On that day
the trial is entered upon, but may be further
adjourned in the diseretion of the judge for the
purpose of completing the eeidence for the
aown, that is, before the prisoner hus gone
into hig evidenee; or to enable the prisoner to
producc other and further evidence, of which
he was not aware at the time he entered on
his defenee, as being materia! thereto.  The
rule s tu the other proceedings and as to
evidence at the trial ix the same as i ordinary
etases, and before passing sentence upon tho
prisoner the rame questions will be asked as
in other criminal courty, and if the prisener
has anything to urge why judgment should
be arrested, or why sentence should not be
passed, it is to be heard and determined by
the court, None but Barristers-at-law will
bs heard as counsel,

This, in very brief outline, ix a summary of
the constitution of the court and its procedure.
We have heard objections to this new law by
gome *that the power is too large to bo vested
ina vingle individual,”  As regards the luw in
meh case the judge has nu greater or larger
powers than the judge acting at the * Seasions”
ar “ Assizes;” but in being solo judge of
the facte, and zubatituting tho judge for
& Jury, Lis powers are ceriainly new. ..
doubt the step iz & bold and declded ane, bot
i offerod asan effort in the way o1 rondgring

»

justice more expedient and satisfactory to the
public at large. As such, wo accept it, and
believe, with propor eare in adminiztration,
the new courts will be a great improvement in
the criminal Jaw of the country. We have
heard again that certain of the judges shrink
from the work ag an unpleasant and painful
task, but it iz now a duwty on their part to do
all in their power to give beneficial effect to
the law, and if only zesl and courage with dis-
cretion he brought to the work, the new law
must be & success ; and we arcue most favor.
ably from the fact that the judges, one and all,
have joined with such harmony towards «
settled procedure.

It was the saying of a profound thinker,
that, in respect to alterations in the law, “itis
good not to try experiments except the neces.
sity be urgent or the utility evident.” We
agree in this, and will call attention o a few
matters showing, we think, conclusively that
some change was called for, and that the sub-
stitute for the old procedure is vastly superior
to the latier, and more ecaleuluted to render,
in the language of the Attornay-(iencral, “the
administration of eriminal justice more expe-
ditious and satisfactory.”

Who wiid not adwmit that it is o matter of
hizh econcern that persons m prison should ve
speedily teiedy i innocent, they have the ear-
liest opportunity for showing ity ifiguilty, theie
prompt punishment is sccured, w matter of
almost equal importance.  If the offunce be
trifling, the thne ef imprisommnent between
committal and triul will often be a far greater
punishiment than the offence calls for. Im-
prisonmont in & common gaol, it will also be
admitied, is ealeulated to injure and deterio.
vate the position and character of any man,
whether he be innueent or whether aboat to
enter on the career of crime; and with the
y-ung, the associations of 4 prison are com-
wenly productive of the most disastrous ve
aults, for vaunyg persons are brought, it may
be for the first time, in contact with erinsinals
and tainted with infercourse with them, ar
the vicisus youth becowes hardened in vies
by as=ociation with old criminale, or criminals
more hardened than hiwsell,

Tie expenss of supporiing persons in the
cominon gaols is very great, and is barne by
the locslitivs, and it was impossible to guard
ngatust langthened mprisanment without ti.l




