
REMINISCENCES POLITICAL AND PERSONAL

Dim is the rurnour of a common :fghty
WIiere bout meets host, and many narnea

are sunik,
But of a uingle combat faine oepeke clea-r.

Once again 1 heard Mr. Mackenzie
before the day ot bis strength. iad
passed. I drove-again alone--from
the. hoe ef my lx>yiied te Clinteni
te hear the Prime Minister, Honour-
able L. S. lluntington, ilonourable
Oliver Mevat, and Henourable T. B.
Fardee. Two things said at that
mieeting have lived in my mem-
ory. Mr. Huntington, then Peat-
master-General, was defending Mr.
M)ackenzie's purchase of steel rails on
wiiat was thouglit te bc a rising Mar-
ket, and out ef whieii transaction the
Conservatives developed a. "scandai",
viien a voice froin the. audience asked
with rough asperity, "What about the
peat-office ?" Mr. iluntington retort-
ed to the. confusion of the. heckler and
the. jey of the. Liberais, "Tii. post-
office is an orgaiiization for the trans-
mission of intelligence te men who can
read and write. 1 don't suppose you
c&n do either". Justifiable, penliapa,
but the, blow that woimds is best with-
beld. I remember aise Mr. MLac.
kenxie's grave warning, speken se
the. elect would not b. misled, that
"the. ieart et the average Tory was
deceitful above ail thinga and desper-
ately wecked>'. I kuew Mr. Mackien-
zie weRl vien his trame vas wasted

euld seldom give expression to the
strong and restiess spirit wich the.
eye revealed. But dnring the. years
tbat I was in the Press Gallery lie did
net utter hait a dozen sentences in
Parlianient. Tiiere vas pathoýs in bis
patient, faithful, enduring attendance
upon debates iu wiid he could net
engage.

Mr. Mackenzie vas attac*,d witii
ntnrelentlng ~vigQhJ1 and often 'witli

vill command the respect of posterity
or wuldnowreceve eriusconsid-

jury. No matter hoy eofdeth

niay have been in hÎa own patriotisin
and integrity, the Prime ilnister
mnust bave heen deeply wounded by
the tongue of siander that would flot;
b.e stili aud the. vinictive savagery
of continuons attack. But the. Mac-
kengie Governinent, like ail ether Gev-
erninents in Canada, iiad greedy mer-
cenaries hanging upon its akirts, lit
upon pillage and cratty beyond the.wit ef in in devising means t. getat the treasury by dubieus contracts
or skulful alienation ef the public ne-sources, In 1896 The Globe publisiied
a lettei, by Mr. Mackenzie, to Mr.Thomnas Hodgins, master at Osgoode
.[ail, and the. Liberal member forWest Elgin ini the. Legialature frein1871 te 1879, viiose name, bowever,
waa net disclosed, wiis shows boysorely he vas beset b>' the, spoilsinen
and how sternly h. resisted their de-
inads.

'<Frien4s (7) expeet to b. benofitd byoffices they are unflt for, by contraete theyare aot entitled to' by advanieas not carn-cd. Enernieà aily tbemse1vûs witb finonds
and push the tniends to the front. Borneatternpt to Storm the, office. Borne digtreiicha lit & distanCe and a ah in
eieged iying on ni> arms nlglit id day. 1have offended at least twenty Parliamon-tary friends by defence of the eitadel. A&woak mialater bore would rain thie partyina s uontk and the. country Very moon.',

Mn. Mackienzie did guard the treas-
ury, but the struggle vas unceaaing
and the. stn&in beyond endurance. Tiie
fauit et the. Libenai party vas vol-
uble virtue. It actually believed that
it was the '"Party ef purity". Ail its
ergans and leaders pursned Sir John
Macdonald as thie aneh-master of .1..-
torai corruption, but atten 1874 twen-
ty or tiiirty Liberai memabers wbo iiad
eried te the. gods against the. «Pacifie
scandai» vere umseated fer improper
practices. Meni ueoffe4 and forgot

were whlsm and sincere people
and thiir leaders able and faithfl
publie servants. But Mr. Mackenzie%~

Party, as in theCnsratv.Pry


