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reprded as very inadequate to the
trouble andi expence beRfowed ipon
it. Very little thcn is cuhivated, yet
îhis is c:itifec by the renfon alreadv
'6igned, and an orhcr more potent,

the politive prohibition of Grcat-Bri-
min to fuffer the lean attenpt ta
colonife. Even in the infanicv of the
ïflberv, the fatal efeals of cherifhiing
fb dangerous - fyfteim vas evident
lut ta check the growing cvil it was
vy wifly- guarded againft by the at

:5 Geo. cap. 31. in which all
fIhermni are cnjoined ta return to
i anu, :aid upon nO account what-
fiver ., be fmTri-fed ta remain in the
an1md, and that no one through po-
Vrty might plead inability -ta return
home, the m'erch-ant who empoed
the fihlermen was authorized ta oh-
tain forty ilings fron the wages of
ech 'peron fo emiployed, ta enable
him to return at the.conclhfion of the
fe-afon. But this cunom is become ob-
folete, Vet ir is iuch to be rcgretfed
tait is lit ndiCriminatel.y e nforced,
as by connivng at this brerh of the
at, the men, unconcions of doing
îwro:îg, mtay renain in this. inhofpi-
î,bke climate, too frequently a forlorn
and¯ niferable penitent, to endure
through the winter, hunger, cold,
and ail the iiferies which ever arc
the attendant on poverty.

The fili aru caught on the Grand
ank, which ;s forty leagues ditnat

froni the ifland, and extends 400
miles in length and 200 in breadth.
On this the vefifes anchor, and con-
thne till they have laden thum; *w'hen
;hey return ta port to difcharge their
cargo, and then return ta ticir for-
mer Qfation. T o give fone idea how
produadive- this:bank muif be, I need
only mention that a veLTel with twelve
men, fron April to the 15th of July,
mul catch, falt, -and bring into pýort
10,000 iGi, or tiey are 'excluded
fromi -all right ta die cnabliilhed bouIn-
ly. And. it frequently happens that
rJter having difcharged this znmbe'r,
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die famb men will fend in 15>000
rmioi-e before the conclifion of 'the
feafan, making 25,000.

It would encroach too rmuch on
the time allowed me ta enter into

a fulIl and elaborate ftatement of the
aavantages refuhing. fron this.trade,
I fhall, therefore, proceed .(agree-
ably ta your reaueft,) to give a des-
cription of St.- John's, the capital of
Newfoundland.

The approach towards the iland is
by -no means pleafing or nviting.
Iark and glcomy rocks are the fea.ý
turcs which you firf behold, without
any thing piacuresque or 1bblime in
their appearance. At the difnance
of a league from this part of the
(hore I an now defcribing, you can-
not difcern the leant appe'anice of an
inlet to any harbour.' One p6 int, k
is true, is diftinguifhed 'by white
tower, but this feemns to be dfeatedeon
a precipice, ta enable foe himfi-
cal poffeffor to view the waves bc-
neath, the fea in the offing, or fhips
approaching the land But as yon
rnore nearly approach, i' difplays ta
y-ou the power of its ftrength, -rd
ihows that you nuift not enter the
narrow chafrn beneath iu«nlesyou are
a friend.

This building is. called Fort Am.
herft, and is fituated on a part of
the precipice on the fotli fide of the
entrance of St. John's, which, ovving
to its not exceeding 500 feet acrofs,
very properly received the denomina-
Lion of theNarrows. On either fide,
particularly the north, the rocks rife
to the height of 400 feet, on the
floth they are not fo high. Yet the
view on both is v'ery piduresque. Ve-
ry few parts are left uncovered. with
heath interfperfed with the juniper
and the-wild fpruce. Still continluing
vour courfe under flupendous moun-
tains, on the left vou have South Fort
Battery, and on the ,ight Chain
Rock with its battery ; above, high


