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the faime men will fend in 13,000

rezarded as very inadequate to the
trouble and expence beftowed upon
i Very liztle then is’ culiivated, vet
this is cauled by the reafon already
afiigned, and an orher more potent,
the politive prohibition of Great-Bri-
rin to {ulfer - the leaft atfempt” to:
colonife. Even in the infuncy of the
fifhery, rthe fatal effeéts of cherifhing
{o dangerous = fyitem was evidanty
but to check the growing evil it was
very wilely puarded againft by the alt
15 Geo. 3. cap. 31, in which all
fllhermen are enjoined to return to!
Prglnd, and-upon no 2ccount what-|
or 1o be futfered to remain in the
ihand, and that no. one through po-
verty mighe plead inability to return
home, the merchant who employed
the fither:men was authorized to ob-
ain forty fhillings from the wages of
each perron .fo‘-:éuiploycd,__ to cnable
him to retern at- the conclafion of the
feafon.  But this caftom is become ob-
folete, yet it is much to be regreteed
that it is not indifcriminately enforced,
35 by conniving at this. breach of the
«t, the men,. unconicions of doing
wrong, may remain in this. inhofpi-
jable climate, too frequently a forlorn
and” miferable  penitent, to endure
threugh  the winter, hunger, cold,
and all the miferies which ever are
the attendanis on poverry.

The fifh are caugbt on the Grand
=Bank, which is forty leagues diftant
from the iftand, - and extends. 400
miles in length and 200 in breadth.
On this the veflels anchor, and con-
tinue il they have laden them;when
they resurn to port to difcharge their
cargo, and then return to their for-
mer {tation. . To give fome idea how
produdtive this-bank ‘muft be, I need
only méntion that a veflel with twelve
-men, from’ April'to the 15th of July,
- mnit-caich, “falt, "and bring into port
10,000 fith, ‘or they -ure cxcluded
from all righe (o the'eltablifhed bouns
13- And it frequently happens that

.

moie before the conclufion ‘of ‘the
feafon; making 25,000, = .o

" It would encroach too much .on:
the time allowed me to-enter into
‘a {ull and elaborate.ftatement of the
advaptages refulting, from . this trade,
I fhall, therefore, proceed (agree--

ably to your requeft,) to give a.des- -
cription of St." John's, the capital of -

Newfoundland. .© : -

The approach towards the ifland -is
by ‘no means pleafing or inviting:
Dark and. gleomy rocks are the fea-
tures which you firft bebold, without
any thing picturesque or fublime:in
their appearanceé. At the diftance
of a league from this part. of the
thore I am now deferibing, vou can-

inlet to) any harbour.’ “One’ point, it

approaching- the land: “‘But as" you
more nearly approach, it difplays. to

a friend. . co
This building is called. Fort Am-
Jerft, and s fituated con a . part of

entrance of St. John’s, which, owing
to its not exceeding 500 feet acrofs,
very properly received the denomina-
tion of the Narrows, _
particularly the north, the rocks rife

ry few parts are left uncovered. with
hecth “interfperfed with the juniper
‘and the-wild fpruce. - Still continuing
‘vour courfe under {tupendous moun-

Battery, dnd on’' the right Chain

zlfter havip g difcharged this number,

Rock <vith its b?._tt(_:ry'; above, high-

not difcern the leaft appéarincé of an

is true, is diftinguifhed by 2 awhite.
tower, -but this feems to be feated-on -
a precipice, to - enable fome" whimfi-
cal pofleflor to view the waves be-

- neath) the fea in the offing, or fhips-

.you the power of -its firength; and
fhows that you 'muft ‘not- enter the °
nairow: chafm beneath unle(s' you ave .

the precipice on the fouth fide of the

On either fide, -
to the height of 400 feet, on the ~

fouth they are not.fo high. . Yet-the
view on both is'very pi¢turesque.. Ve-" '

tains, on the left you have South Fort .
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